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of receipt from Commission
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Does petition contain sufficient 

information to indicate that petitioned 

action may be warranted?

Public hearing held next available 

Commission meeting, at least 30 days 

after receipt of CDFW’s report/

recommendation

No

Petition rejected. 

Commission 

submits notice of 

findings for 

publication in 

Notice Register

Yes

Commission finds 

petitioned action may 

be warranted; 

Commission submits 

notice of findings and 

designation as 

candidate species for 

publication in Notice 

Register

CDFW drafts and obtains peer 

review of Status Report

12 MONTH EVALUATION 

PERIOD*

*CDFW may request 6-month 

extension

Status Report 

submitted to 

Commission within 

12 months of 

published candidacy

Is petitioned action 

warranted? 

Public hearing

No

Yes

Species removed from 

candidate list. Commission 

submits notice of findings 

for publication in Notice 

Register

Commission finds 

petitioned action is 

warranted, adopts 

findings, and submits 

notice of findings for 

publication in Notice 

Register

Commission submits Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking for 

publication in Notice Register, 

initiating Administrative Procedure 

Act process to add, change status, 

or remove species from 

endangered/threatened species list

Commission 

adopts final 

regulation and 

transmits to OAL

OAL approves 

regulation and files 

with Secretary of 

State

Effective date of 

Regulation

BEGINNING OF 

FOLLOWING QUARTER

General Overview of Listing Species Under the 

California Endangered Species Act

Representative of a basic timeline from receipt of petition to effective date of 

listing/uplisting/downlisting/delisting of species as threatened or endangered

CDFW – California Department of Fish and Wildlife

OAL – Office of Administrative Law

Notice Register – California Regulatory Notice Register

Sources:  Fish and Game Code sections 2070-2079, California Code of 

Regulations, title 14, section 670.1, and Government Code section 11344-11348
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CDFW action/decision

California Fish and Game Commission action/decision

Commission receives 

Status Report at next 

scheduled meeting. Final 

consideration scheduled 

for next meeting CDFW notifies 

interested persons
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