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This presentation is meant as an overview. There is no substitute for the Guidelines. 
Applicants will be required to comply with the RCIS Program Guidelines and statute 
which are posted on the CDFW website.
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RCIS Program is entirely fee-based – CDFW staff and costs are to be fully-funded by the 
program
The RCIS is not binding on local land use authorities
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The program is a strategy to achieve better conservation planning. It provides a new tool 
(MCAs) for advance mitigation.
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AB 2087 was passed in 2016 and became effective January 1, 2017. It is an ecologically-
based approach for regional conservation assessments & strategies to guide 
conservation land acquisitions and actions beyond jurisdictional boundaries and enable 
opportunities for advance mitigation. 

The whole process is to be done in a shorter time frame than current regional 
conservation plans take. 
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This is a representation of the different geographic scales of the RCIS components. The 
MCA is nested in the RCIS which, in turn, may be nested in an RCA. MCAs require an 
approved RCIS to be prepared, but an RCIS does not require an approved RCA. 
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An RCA is an assessment of the diversity, vulnerability and resilience of species, habitats, 
and other conservation elements in an Ecoregion Section or Sections, or in HUC-4 or 
HUC-8 waterbasins. 
It enables public or private entities to invest in areas to conserve, and land use planners 
to plan their projects for maximum value, least impacts, and for stewardship of 
resources.
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An assessment; it’s non-binding on land use authorities
RCA not required for RCIS but RCA information should be helpful to preparing an RCIS 
and RCIS should indicate extent to which the RCA information is used
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More detail regarding each of the required components can be found in the RCIS 
Program Guidelines.
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An RCIS is a strategy to conserve and help species, habitats and other conservation 
elements in a sub-ecoregional setting. It’s not a conservation plan and it is not binding 
on any land use authority.
The conservation and habitat enhancement actions determined in an RCIS help public 
and private entities determine opportunities for investments in conservation as good 
stewardship of resources and as advance mitigation for projects.
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State agency sponsor letter – one or more agencies must request RCIS approval 
indicating that the RCIS would contribute to meeting state goals of both conservation 
and public infrastructure or forest management
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More detail regarding each of the required components can be found in the RCIS 
Program Guidelines.
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Identify conservation priorities and conservation and habitat enhancement actions to 
sustain and restore focal species and other conservation elements
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Declining and vulnerable species should be included regardless of federal and state and 
other listing status

Indicator species – covering other species, habitats
Wide-ranging species – inform wildlife connectivity
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Address pressures, including climate change, on focal species and conservation 
elements

Amounts and types of habitat to achieve objectives
Prioritize actions by focal species & conservation elements needs
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The RCIS identifies the conservation and habitat enhancement actions that public 
agencies, non-profits and other philanthropic organizations can invest in. The actions 
also form a basis for developing MCAs.
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The program is a strategy to achieve better conservation planning
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MCAs are unique!  Unique aspects of the MCAs are that they enable advance mitigation 
credits; that the credits are transferable by sale, trade, exchange; that they can be used 
to offset project impacts under CESA, CEQA, and LSA; and that they can be used to 
offset temporary impacts; and can be developed not only on private land but also on 
public land.

Projects that have benefits to species and habitats in excess of their mitigation 
requirements can use those excess credits to offset future project impacts or transfer 
those credits.
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Federal, state, and local entities can use the RCA and RCIS to determine areas to 
prioritize for conservation land acquisitions based on the ecologically-based 
determinations of where the most sensitive, vulnerable, and important intact habitat is, 
where important wildlife connectivity is, and where climate change analyses indicate are 
important corridors and locations to protect.

32



Transportation agencies can determine the most ecologically-sound and economically 
efficient routes with least environmentally damaging effects.
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If corridors are going to be broken and obstructed a roadway, the RCIS can be used both 
to determine where to include wildlife connectivity features (such as overpasses and 
underpasses) in the road design, and also to determine where to do offsite mitigation 
for impacts to habitat. This can be done in advance to create advance mitigation credits.
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The MCAs can be used as mitigation by an entity for their own project impacts and, if 
they have excess credits, they can be used for other or future projects. The entity can 
sell or trade their credits to others, if needed. 

The shaded area is to indicate that, while sensitive resources may exist outside of the 
RCIS area, even habitats of the same species that are focal species in the RCIS area, they 
cannot be used to create MCAs unless they were included in the RCIS. 
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Flood protection agencies doing a setback levee could potentially create and use MCA 
credits to offset the construction-related impacts. Excess credits may be used for future 
project impacts such as maintenance activities or levee work that impact those same 
focal species or habitats. They could also sell or trade the excess credits for use by 
others.
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Local and regional land use authorities, such as counties, can use the RCIS to avoid 
sensitive resources while considering other factors such as nearby access to natural 
areas, transportation, etc. 
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State and local park planners can use the RCIS Program tools to determine best places to 
locate new parks to buffer and benefit conserved areas while avoiding impacts from 
recreation uses. 

As such, this program adds a new tool to improve on regional land use planning for 
California’s future.
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