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Nutria

* Late March 2017 Wildlife Services trapper conducting beaver damage
management caught one animal near Gustine, CA

« CDFW Wildlife Investigations Lab determined it was a pregnant
female with 7 young.

« CDFW (lead agency), CDFA, State Parks, US Fish Wildlife Service,
private hunting clubs, irrigation districts,

* Trail camera monitoring (lure from Wildlife Services Chesapeake Bay
Nutria Eradication)

 Reported sightings on two State Park properties: Merced River near
Delhi and Grasslands












Nutria History

1948 — Stanislaus County escape from
fur farm near Oakdale

1959 — Nutria permitting transferred to
CDFA (324 licenses)

* 1965 — Los Angeles County, 13 animals B -
from Dominguez Canal

« 1971 — last year with 3 licensed fur
farmers




A huge South American rodent

with an appetite like an incinerator
is cating its way into Lhe U.S,

The question is—ecan it be stopped?

By HART STIIWELL
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TEN REASONS WHY

YOU SHOULD BE
RAISING NUTRIA NOW!

Nurria breaedirg in this country Is just
qgetting undar way. So you have a chance

te ke in on the “graund floor”

. Raising the snimals requires little work

—and it's o interasting!

3. Your irvestment is quite small when

conpared lo the potential prafit

Nutria have c'ean ‘iving habits. There's
me bother to the neighbors!

Nutria are the cnly fur-bearing arimals
that are, apparently, immune to disease.

;. The animzls are easy-noing and glacadl

They defiritely don't destroy one an

other’s pelts or destray their yourg

Nutria requirca vory small spacc—even
a back yard being sufficient as a starter!

The Nutria lur, being a3 luxdricus as il

i5, i5 in the kigh prize bracket

Nut:ia breed earlvo—and are prolific!

. Thedemand for pelts and breeders is rar

in cxooss of the supply!
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WITH CHOICE BREEDING STOQCK
FROM THE -

ARGENTINE NUTRIA
BREEDING FARM

WE QFFER A COMPLETE COUNSELING
SERVICE TO OQUR CUSTOMER FRIENDS

® CONSTRUCTION PLANS FOR PENS

¢ ADVICE ON CARE, FEEDING &
BREEDING

¢ MARKETING INFORMATION

FOR TFRICES AND TURTIIER TNI'O'I‘&Z\U.T[C-.‘;".
WRITE, FHONE QR VST

ARGENTINE NUTRIA
BREEDING FARMS

3004 BEAN CREEK ROAD, ROUTE 1
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA
GArden 6-0459

RAISE NUTRIA

AND YOU RAISE
$:%:%°§/

INFORMATION ON AMERICA'S NEWEST AND
MOST PROFITABLE FUR FARMING INDUSTRY
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Los Angeles 13 animals Dominguez Channel, Wilmington, CA
19

Ag Code Sec 165.1 increased Nutria permit fee. 2 animals trapped near Healdsburg, 15
miles river surveyed. Report near Jacksonville, Tuolumne County. Report San Joaquin
River between Fresno-Madera east of Hwy 99.

Sutter, EIDorado, 1 animal Sutter Basin, 1 animal 8 miles east Placerville, 1 animal Owen's property south
Butte of Oroville, Snelling Merced no animals trapped

ElDorado, Lake,
Los Angeles,
Merced, San Diego
and Tulare

42 animals captured Lake County mouth of Cole Creek, Tulare one animal trapped,
Snelling in Merced none found, SanDiego 10 animals trapped (9 Grossmont, 1 from San
Diego River gravel pit), Los Angeles 10 animals trapped at Griffith Park Zoo.

Merced, Napa,
Sonoma, Santa
Cruz, Santa Clara
Humboldt and
Tulare

1 trapped near Snelling Merced County. Escaped animals trapped and destroyed in
remaining counties. No numbers given. Report of multiple fur growers being cited for
’ failing to maintain their enclosures. Numerous reports of loose animals turned out to be
muskrats.

Nutria law transferred from CDFG to CDFA/County Ag. July 1, 1958. Merced near Snellin
60 animals, Fresno 1 animal in irrigation ditch near site of overturned truckload,
Monterey 6 animals trapped

Merced, Fresno,
Monterey

n/a n/a not mentioned in Bulletin

Sutter, Merced Mention flooding escape near Yuba City, Merced 1 animal at mouth of Merced River,
and Sonoma Sonoma 1 animal Russian River near Cloverdale

Reports of Nutria tracks in two locations (one a known site of prior trapping) no animals
Stanislaus, Sutter  confirmed. Sutter a Yuba City breeders entire population was drowned. No escaped
animals found. CDFG permiting for breeders suggested 2300-2400 animals in California.

n/a n/a not mentioned in Bulletin
mentions numerous farms, need for permits and pen inspection from CA Dept. Fish and

0/ Game

Stanislaus surveys found only one location infested. Population being left alone to
Stanislaus dertermine pest nature. Comment that Nutria are now being raised for fur across
California, it has not been determined whether feral Coypu should be regarded as pests.

Survey known areas, no animals found. Comment that Coypu were not found to cause

Stanislaus .
damage in other states where they've excaped.

Over 100 animals killed near Oakdale. Survey of 150 square miles Stanislaus and San

Stanislaus . . o
Joaquin County. Boat survey of Tuolumne, Stanislaus and San Joaquin Rivers.

Stanislaus 23+ animals trapped in swamps near original fur farm south of Oakdale

n/a n/a not mentioned in Bulletin
First mention of Nutria. Fur Farm 4 miles south of Oakdale received 5 males, 13 females
Stanislaus and 23 young. Many escaped and were inhabiting marshes and canals causing damage.
10 animals had been trapped.
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|_ast known Nutria eradication
Los Angeles County - 1965
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Bl predicted suitable habitat

Population Status

_Jstablefgrowing
“Afailed to establish/extinct
| eradicated
not introduced/failed to disperse

Figure 2.1.4. Geographical extent of predicted suitable nutria habitat (based on 2003-2007 mechanistic
model) in the contiguous United States compared to status of nutria populations by state as described by
Bounds (2000) and Carter and Leonard (2002)

Sheffels, Trevor Robert, "Status of Nutria (Myocastor coypus) Populations in the Pacific Northwest and Development
of Associated Control and Management Strategies, with an Emphasis on Metropolitan Habitats" (2013). Dissertations
and Theses. Paper 665.



Nutria monitoring board —
W.S. Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Project

Nutria (Myocastor coypus) detection methods

Pressure treated lumber

Foam flotation

Trap attachment block

Fig. 2 Diagram of nutria monitoring platform used by the Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Program. Platforms resemble a nutria
bed (matted down vegetation) and can be placed on land or in the water
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McConnell State Park



McConnell State Park
Merced River near Delhi
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