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12. STATEWIDE MARINE PROTECTED AREAS PROGRAM

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 

Receive annual update on DFW’s marine protected areas (MPAs) program management 
activities.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

 Final MPA master plan adopted Aug 24-25, 2016; Sacramento 

 Today receive annual update on management Dec 12-13, 2018; Oceanside 

Background 

In 2016, the final master plan for MPAs was adopted, which formally established DFW’s MPA 
Management Program. As the primary managing agency, DFW, along with core partners, 
manages California’s MPAs as a statewide network using a collaborative partnership-based 
approach with four components: (1) Outreach and education, (2) research and monitoring, (3) 
enforcement and compliance, and (4) policy and permitting.  

DFW’s approach is essential to inform adaptive management of the MPA network and to help 
meet the goals of the Marine Life Protection Act. At the adoption of the final master plan for 
MPAs, FGC requested that DFW provide it with an annual report of program activities. DFW 
has prepared a written overview of actions in the past year for each of the four components 
(Exhibit 1). At today’s meeting, DFW will present highlights from the year’s MPA program 
management activities (Exhibit 2).  

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 

1. DFW memo, received Nov 19, 2018

2. DFW presentation

Motion/Direction (N/A)  

















Amanda Van Diggelen, Environmental Scientist

California Fish and Game Commission Meeting
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Oceanside, CA

Marine Protected Areas Management Program 
Highlights - 2018
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MPA Management Program Highlights

Statewide long-term monitoring
• Priority habitats (kelp forest, rocky 

intertidal, mid-depth rock)
• Upcoming monitoring (May 2019)

 $9.5 million

 Key habitats, indicator species, 
human uses 

 Traditional Ecological Knowledge



Additional Highlight

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Working to achieve global protected area management 

standards



Outreach and Education

Interpretive and regulatory signs
• 59 installed statewide 
• 450+ installed to date

Parks Online Resources for 
Teachers and Students (PORTS)

• 15,600+ students participated

Communicate MPA information
• CNRA open data platform
• Informative MPA videos
• MPA management e-news
• MPA Collaboratives
• Distribute MPA Publications
• Exploring CA MPAs blog series



Research and Monitoring

Phase 1: regional, baseline monitoring
• Completed February 2018

Phase 2: statewide, long-term monitoring
• Guided by Action Plan
• $9.5 M long-term monitoring funds

Additional Research
• Remotely operated vehicle surveys
• Research vessel collaboration

 Over 680 kelp forest monitoring scuba dives
• Field operation partnerships

 10+ monitoring programs over 40+ field days
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Policy and Permitting

Scientific Collecting Permits (SCPs)
• 161 SCPs issued for research in MPAs

 564 SCPs issued from 2014 to 2017
• Journal Publication, June 2018

2018 Regulatory Packages
• Repeal Rockport Rocks Special Closure
• Boundary change, Stewarts Point SMR and SMCA
• Tribal take in MPAs



Enforcement and Compliance

Enforcement
• New Fish and Game Code increases 

penalties for commercial MPA 
violations

• Over 11,000 MPA related contacts 
from January to June 2018
 396 warnings
 222 citations issued

Enforcement Tools
• Developing a records management 

system



Looking Forward

Statewide Long-term Monitoring
• Begins May 2019
• Guided by MPA Monitoring Action Plan

Partnership Team Workplan
• Approved by Ocean Protection Council
• Outlines MPA Leadership Team priorities

10-year Management Review
• 2022
• Working with Oregon DFW partners



Thank You Questions?

Amanda Van Diggelen
Amanda.VanDiggelen@wildlife.ca.gov
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