. 5
3




STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor

THE RESOURCES AGENCY
Huey D. Johnson
Secretary for Resources

FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

Norman B. Livermore, Jr., President... San Rafael
Raymond F. Dasmann, Ph.D.,

Vice President ..., . 5divitaiios Nevada City
Abel C. Galletti, Member . .......... Los Angeles
William A. Burke, Ed.D., Member .... Los Angeles
Brian J. Kahn, Member......oc0ai.. Santa Rosa

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
E. C. Fullerton, Director

CHIEF, CONSERVATION EDUCATION BRANCH
Sandra J. Wolle

EDITOR, OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA
Dave Dick

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Joe Sheehan
Jennifer Meyer

(USPS 415450)
ISSN 0030-7025

PUBLISHED BIMONTHLY BY THE

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
Resources Building, 1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, Californio 95814

Second Class postage paid at Sacramente, CA

QUTDOOR CALIFORNIA can be subscribed to for $4
per year from the

Publications Section, P.O, Box 1015

North Highlands, California 95650.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Publications Section, P.O. Box 1015
North Highlands, CA 95660.

NOTE TO EDITORS AND TEACHERS: Articles
appearing in OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA may be
reprinted without prior permission. Credit is
appreciated. Artwork may not be reproduced
without prior approval from the artist, although
photocopying for use in the classroom is permissible,

A HINT TO SUBSCRIBERS

If you are moving and changing your address, be
sure to advise Publications Section, P.O. Box 1015,
North Highlands, CA $5660 as soon as possible. Allow
six weeks for the change to become effective. In
notifying Publications Secfion, include both old and
new zip codes. If you receive o renawal nofice just
after you've renewed your subscription, disregard
notice, since mail lags and handling can create
occasional overlaps. The date of expiration appears
on your mailing label, 6-82 for the May~June 1982

+ fissue or 8-82 for the July-August 1982 issue. The

expiration date tells you the last issue you will receive
unless you renew promptly. #

OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA

MAY-JUNE Vol. 43, No. 3

TABLE OF CONTENTS

SPECIAL REPORT: YEAR OF THE BALD EAGLE

2. PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION
The President calls on everyone to observe the 200th anniversary of the
selection of the bald eagle as our national symbol, and to renew our
dedication to the conservation of our national herilage.

?BOUR NATIONAL EMBLEM
" It wasn't easy for the founding fathers to agree on a national emblem. By
Ronald M. Jurek

@ IT'S ALL IN THE NAME
By any other name—and there have been many—it’s still the national
bird. By Ronald M. Jurek '

5.\ BALD EAGLE ENDANGERED IN 43 STATES
What does a bald eagle do, why does it do it and how did it get into a fight
for sheer survival? By Jan Bickett

8. FEDERAL LAWS PROTECT EAGLES
A review of the special laws about eagles. By Andy Cortez

9. A WALK AMONG THE EAGLES

Big Bear Lake is one place which offers special tours to view bald eagles.
By Bill Beebe

(13) BALD EAGLE RECOVERY TEAMS

People from government and the private sector join to develop a plan for
a more secure future for the bald eagle. By Ronald M. Jurek.

14.) THAT OTHER EAGLE '
The golden eagle is by no means on easy street, but at least it is not
endangered. Here’s why. By Ronald W. Schiorff

16. EAGLES IN EVERYDAY LIFE
Photos by Trey Boneiti

17. WILDLIFE LEAFLET: FINBACK WHALE

Artist Paul B. Johnson talks about the second largest mammal in the
world today.

19. BAMBI CAN KILL
Those warnings to leave fawns in the woods can protect both you and the
Jawn. By Jack White

22. 1981 HUNTER SAFETY REPORT
The state’s hunter safety program coordinator reviews the year's hunting
incidents. By James O. Holven

25. RELFECTIONS: BEWICK'S WREN
Artist-essayist Larry FEifert reflects on that chattering little bird in the
bushes.

26. ACTIVITIES
=" Bob Mallette tells how you can see a bald eagle, Terry Mansfield talks
about hunters’ ethics, and John Massie is in pursuit of yellowtail.

30. THE YOUNG CONSERVATIONIST
Some items on the national bird written especially for the younger reader.
By Jennifer Meyer

32. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

33. GAME GOURMET
Chef Quin’s “Trout—as you like it!”




Recovery teams aid troubled species

The bald eagle is one of nearly 300
animals or plants in the United
States listed as endangered or
threatened under the Federal
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Many, including the bald eagle,
require special planning
consideration. For some, there is
an urgent need for action to
prevent extinction. For others,
there is a need for governmental
agencies to coordinate extensive
population recovery efforts.

To accomplish the necessary
planning, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National
Marine Fisheries Service have
established special groups, called
recovery teams, for many species.
The main job of the teams is to
develop recovery plans to restore
populations to secure status. Team
members are appointed from
government agencies and the
private sector. By January 1982, 69
recovery teams had been
established and 46 recovery plans
had been approved.

Bald eagles are federally-
designated endangered or
threatened in all 48 contiguous
states, and recovery planning has
been apportioned among teams in
five geographic areas. The
recovery team for the Pacificstates
(Washington, Oregon, California,
Idaho and Nevada) was estab-
lished in September 1979. The four
other teams cover the northern
states, the Chesapeake Bay region,
the southeastern states, and the
southwestern states. Bald eagles
are not listed as endangered or
threatened in Alaska and do not
occur in Hawaii.

According to the Federal
Endangered Species Act, bald
eagles are threatened in
Washington and Oregon and
endangered in California, Idaho
and Nevada. In this five-state
region, over 250 pairs of bald
eagles nest annually and 3,000 to
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4,000 individual birds winter each
year. About half of the nesting
population and half of the
wintering population in the Pacific
planning region are found in
Washington.

The Pacific team consists of
eight members representing the
five state wildlife departments and
three federal agencies: the Bureau
of Land Management, the U.S.
Forest Service and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The USFWS
regional office in Portland
administers the team. Support
funds are provided under a
cooperative agreement between
the USFWS and the recovery team
leader.

The team’s major responsibili-
ties are to develop a comprehensive
recovery plan for bald eagles in the
Pacific states region, including
research and management
recommendations; to assist in
monitoring the implementation of
the plan; and to update it as
needed. The team does nothavethe
authority to implement the
recovery plan, or to direct recovery
efforts. It is an autonomous body
that does not speak for any agency.
Recovery team guidelines instruct
the team to stay within the
biological aspects of its
assignment and to avoid social,
economic and political issues.

The team works closely with two
ad hoc interagency coordinating
groups: the California Bald Eagle
Working Team and the Bald Eagle
Working Team for Oregon and
Washington. Both groups include
members who are also recovery
team members. Recovery team
actions and recovery planning are
coordinated with those of other
recovery teams.

The recovery plan will serve as a
guideline to aid government
agencies in carrying out their
responsibilities. Also, it will help

direct research and management

efforts of agencies and organiza-
tions toward common goals. The
plan will include essential
background information, planning
goals and objectives, recommended
jobs and actions, organization and
agency assignments, job priorities;
funding requirements, and
supporting documentation.
Objectives and actions incorpor-
ated in the recovery plan will
address habitat protection and
enhancement, population protec-
tion and management, law
enforcement, conservation
education, and research and
monitoring efforts.

The initial task of the recovery
team has been to develop a draft
report incorporating the prelimi-
nary views and recommendations
of team members. This draft is now
being circulated to agency
biologists, researchers and others
with a professional interest in bald
eagle management and research.
These people are being asked for
their comments on biological and
ecological factors affecting the
species.

Later, the recovery team will
submit the draft plan to the
USFWS, which will transmit an
agency draft report of the plan to
cooperating and affected agencies
for their comments on biological,
political and socioeconomic
concerns. The completed recovery
plan will be submitted to the
USFWS director for final approval.

The ultimate goal of recovery
planning is to provide the
conditions needed to assure that
the bald eagle will no longer be
endangered or threatened. The
bald eagle then would be removed
from the endangered and
threatened listings. This planning
effort will help direct and
coordinate the work needed to
restore the United States’ bald
eagle population to a secure
status. #

13



