Licensed Fur Trappers and Dealers Report
1984-1985

Legislation enacted in 1974 requires every person who takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase a trapping license. As of January 1,
1983, anyone being issued a trapping license must pass a test of trapping
competence and proficiency and pay a fee of:

Adult: $35.00 Juvenile: $15.00 Nonresident: $200.00

The price of licenses will be raised $5 at the beginning of each fiscal year,
until the price of an adult license reaches $50.00.

A total of 1,650 trapping licenses were sold during the 1984-85 trapping
season. This is an increase of 3% from the 1,607 licenses sold for the 1983-
84 season and was the second year in the last seven where license sales were
below 1,800. This level of license sales is well above the 450 to 1,000 lic-
enses sold annually during the period 1950 to 1976 but below the 3,000 plus
licenses sold annually right before license fees were raised and trappers had
to pass a proficiency examination. Current fur prices are not likely to
encourage license sales to reach 3,000 in the near future.

1983-84 1984-85

Licensees who reported
trapping effort 945 1,029

Licensees who reported but
did not trap or were un-

successful 247 29
Licensees not reporting u15 325
Total licenses sold 1,607 1,650

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1984-85 season,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers, was $1,381,572 (Table 1). This
was the fourth season since 1977-78 that the reported fur revenue did not
exceed $2,000,000.00. This is also a 27% increase in revenue from the 1983-84
trapping season, when a total of $1,084,564.94 in revenue was received by
trappers. The average income per trapper increased 17% from $1,147.68 in
1983-84 to $1,342.64 in 1984-85,

-



Each year a portion of the fur harvest is reported as unsold. During the
1984-85 season 14% was unsold, compared to 13% unsold during the 1983-84
season. Unsold pelts still have value, and for the purpose of this report
they have the same monetary value as marketed pelts. Therefore, the estimated
value of the 1984-85 fur harvest was $1,528,036.70, an increase of 25% from
the $1,220,653.20 of the 1983-84 season.

Bobcats continued to be the most economically important animals providing fur.
Although 8,897 export tags were sold for bobcats taken during the 1984-85
Season in a program requiring tags for sale or shipment of bobecat furs,
holders of trapping licenses only reported the take of 8,035. This is a 21%
increase from the reported take of 6,654 during the 1982-83 season. The
average price paid per bobcat was $121.96, a 20% increase from the average
price of $101.92 paid during the 1983-84 season. This increased value of
bobcat pelts, as well as the increase in take, resulted in a 49% increase in
the overall value of bobcat pelts during the 1984-85 season.

Muskrats, historically the most economically important furbearer, were third
in importance behind the gray fox and coyote during the 1984-85 season. The
19% increase in average value of muskrat pelts, and the 1.5% decrease in take,
resulted in a 5% decrease in the overall value of muskrats. The gray fox was
the second most important furbearer, with a 17% decrease in pelt value, and
16% increase in take resulting in a 1.7 decrease in the overall value of gray
foxes. Coyote was the fourth most economically important furbearer, with a
23% increase in take, and a 15% decrease in average pelt value. The take of
raccoon remained stable between 1983 and 1984-85.

Once again more muskrats were taken than any other species. The 46,820
muskrats taken during the 1984-85 season represented 57% of the total take, a
decrease from the 60% that this species represented during the 1983-84 season.
The take of all species of furbearers increased, except for the take of
muskrat, mink, stripped skunk, and spotted skunk, which decreased.

Furs were reported taken in all counties except San Francisco County (Table 2).

During the 1984-85 season there were 23 licensed fur dealers and an additional
five licensed fur agents. Eleven licensed fur dealers, only 49%, reported on
their 1984-85 activities. This is the lowest compliance with the reporting
regulations since fur dealers' licenses were required five years ago; com-
pliance always has been above 75%. Of the reporting dealers, seven are from
California and four are from other states. They reported buying 38,048
California amounting to a total purchase of $671,911.49. This represents
handling 54% of the furs reported sold by licensed trappers. This represents
the smallest portion of California furs sold to licensed fur dealers in the
state, Two of the reporting fur dealers reported buying more than $200,000 in
furs and four reported buying $14,000 to $62,000 in furs. The average prices
paid by the reporting dealers is used to calculate the fur value for each
species and the value of furs reported bought by the dealers.



Table 1. Number of animals taken, average price paid, and revenue received
by species during 1983~64 and 1984-85
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Harvest Fur Value

Species Sold Unsold Total Maximum Minimum Average Revenue

Badger 73 123 196 9.71 .81 5.92 432.16
Beaver 354 385 739 16.50 .48 9.16 3242.64
Bobecat 5991 663 6654 380.00 2.04 101.92 610602.72
Coyote 4996 1382 6378 42.00 .02 19.39 96872.u4
Gray Fox 6909 583 T492 38.75 1.00 29.89 206510.01
Mink 219 96 315 25.00 .12 11.28 2470.32
Muskrat 45879 1656 47535 4.20 U2 2.7 123873.30
Opossum 217 1033 1250 1.75 .02 Ry 162.75
Raccoon 3423 5T7 4000 27.00 .35 11.59 39672.57
Spotted ‘

Skunk 72 516 588 3.81 1.55 3.36 241,92
Striped

Skunk 297 3239 3536 3.06 .50 1.63 484.11
Weasel 2 2 4 N.C. N.C. N.C. N.C.
Total 68432 10255 78687 $ 1084564.94

1984-85
Harvest Fur Value

Species Sold  Unsold Total Maximum Minimum Average Revenue

Badger 62 178 240 6.10 «25 3.26 202.12
Beaver 490 41y 904  20.05 1.09 9.53 4,669.70
Bobeat 7484 = 661 8145 368.00 11.00 121.96 912,748.64
Coyote 6188 1656 7844 38.00 7.00 16.41 101,545.08
Gray Fox 8193 519 8712  33.58 5.50  24.74 202,694.82
Mink 210 48 258 22.06 .12 9.36 1,965.60
Muskrat 43092 3728 u6820 417 .32 2.73 117,641.16
Opossum 267 827 1094 J3 . .02 .50 133.50
Raccoon 3681 T41 . yup2 26.00 5.00 10.75 39,570.75
Spotted

Skunk 81 283 364 3.27 .25 2.55 206.55
Striped i

Skunk 334 2759 3093 .78 .29 .58 193.72
Weasel 3 T 10 N.C. N.C. N.C.

Total 70085 11821 81906 $ 1,381,571.64
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Table 3. California furs purchased by fur dealers licensed in
California, 1984-85.
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Range of # Furs Total
Species Average Prices Purchased Spent
Badger 3.06 = 5.00 3 $ 9.78
Beaver 5.61 - 18.33 137 1305.61
Bobecat 4o .46 - 202.00 3450 420762.00
Coyote - 4,82 - 141.05 2133 35002.53
Gray Fox 16.71 - 27.35 4943 122289.82
Mink 5.00 = 13.89 104 973.44
Muskrat 1.80 = 3.32 25036 68348.28
Opossuin .20 = Y 53 26 .50
Raccoon 6.59 - 15.60 2154 23155.50
Spotted Skunk 2.36 = 2.98 9 22.95
Striped Skunk 52 = .72 26 15.08
Weasel N.C. ' N.C. N.C.

Total

38048

$ 671911.49



