
2k.T"1/

California Department of Fish and Game
Job Progress Report

Project Number: W-65-R-3 Project Title: Nongame Wildlife Investigations

Job Title: Sandhill Crane Research and ManagementJob Number: III-11
July 1, 1985 - June 30, 1986 Job Type; Survey and InventoryPeriod Covered:

Summary:

During 1986, a total of 96 breeding pairs of Greater Sandhill Cranes(Grus
canadensis tabida)was located at 6 major nesting areas in Modoc and Lassen
counties. An additional 11 pairs were found at 9 other sites in Lassen and
Modoc counties. Twenty-six sites were surveyed that produced no nesting
cranes. Twenty-four young were observed at all sites checked. This total
does not include Modoc NWR where reproductive information has not yet been
reported. A combined age-ratio of 13.8(24 young per 174 cranes, breeders
+ young) was obtained. Non-breeders numbered at least 59 birds. As in 1984
and 1985, efforts were made by staff at Modoc NWR to capture and color-mark
a sample of Greater Sandhill Cranes.
Age-ratio data were obtained at Thornton and Butte Sink wintering areas. The
4.0? at Thornton and 4.9% at Butte Sink values are below what is needed to
maintain a stable population. Sixty-three color-marked Greater Sandhill
Cranes were observed at the Thornton and Butte Sink areas. Aerial and ground
surveys were conducted at roosts in the Central Valley.

Two major land purchases were made during 1985-86. Ash Creek Wildlife Area in
Big Valley, Modoc County is an important crane breeding area, and Woodbridge
Ecological Reserve(formerly El Dorado Gun Club) is an important winter roost
area in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
Background:

In 1978, an interagency task force lead by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
developed management plans for populations of Sandhill Cranes breeding and
wintering in the Pacific Coastal region of the United States and Canada.
Based on recommendations contained in the Pacific Flyway Management Plan and
the fact that a study of cranes breeding in California was conducted in 1971,
surveys were conducted during spring, 1981 to determine the number of nesting
pairs and ascertain if any changes had occurred at selected nesting areas
since 1971 (Littlefield 1982). A total of 191 pairs was located. Modoc County






































