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ABSTRACT

This report covers the analyses of age and sex structure data from bobcat
populations harvested in the 1984-85 and 1985-86 season, the last two seasons
for which this data will be gathered under the current program for managing
bobcats in California.
A sample of 7,167 of the 8,897 bobcats taken and tagged during the 1984-85
season provided data on the age and sex structure of bobcat populations in 49
counties in California.
8,099 bobcats commercially harvested and tagged provided data on tha age and
sex structure of bobcat populations in 51 counties.

During the 1985-86 season a sample of 6,540 of the

For both years data were analyzed on the basis of 39 geographical areas, each
area representing a local population and with an adequate sample size,
type of data gathered was similar to that obtained in the five previous
seasons.
age female and the average life expectancy were the major parameters utilized
in evaluating the condition of regional bobcat populations.

The

Information on the number of young which must survive per breeding

Going into the 1984-85 season, population trends had begun to level off at a
generally healthier level in 1982-83 and 1983-84 than in the four seasons
previous to that.
1985-86 seasons.
demonstrated in both statewide and most area data for sex ratios, age
structure, average life expectancy, proportions of young-of-the-year and
breeding aged females, and in the ratio of young to breeding aged females.

This leveling pattern continued through the 1984-85 and
Cycling around a generally healthier population has been

it is recommended that the age and sexAs a result of this information,
structure monitoring be discontinued and only reinstated if certain harvest
levels are reached. Special recognition is given to reinstituting population
structure monitoring of the local population in the northeastern portion of
the state where population conditions still are not as good as elsewhere.
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