
Licensed Fur Trappers and Dealers Report
1985-1986

Legislation enacted in 1974 requires every person who takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase a trapping license. As of January 1 ,
1983 , anyone being issued a trapping license must pass a test of trapping
competence and proficiency and pay a fee of:

Adult: $40.00 Juvenile: $15.00 Nonresident: $200.00

The price of licenses will be raised $5 at the beginning of each fiscal year,
until the price of an adult license reaches $50.00.
A total of 1 ,417 trapping licenses were sold during the 1985-86 trapping
season. This is a decrease of 14% from the 1 ,650 licenses sold for the 1984—85 season and was the third successive year which license sales were below
1 ,800. This level of license sales is well above the 450 to 1 ,000 licenses
sold annually during the period 1950 to 1976 but below the 3,000 plus licenses
sold annually right before license fees were raised and trappers had to pass a
proficiency examination. Current fur prices are not likely to encourage
license sales to reach 3,000 in the near future.

1984-85 1985-86

Licensees who reported
trapping effort 8541 ,029

Licensees who reported but
did not trap or were un-
successful 296 273
Licensees not reporting 325 290

Total licenses sold 1 ,650 1 ,417
Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1985-86 season ,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers, was $907 ,898.46 ( Table 1) . This
was the first season since 1976-77 that the reported fur revenue did not ex-
ceed $1,000,000.00. This is also a 34% decrease in revenue from the 1984-85
trapping season , when a total of $1 ,381 , 571.64 in revenue was received by
trappers. The average income per trapper decreased 21% from $1,342.64 in
1984-85 to $1 ,063.11 in 1985-86.
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