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Summary:

During 19&7 , a total of 117 breeding pairs of Greater Sandhill Cranes ( Grus
canadensis tabida) was located at 6 major nesting areas in Modoc and Lassen
counties. An additional 10 pairs were found at 4 other sites in Lassen and
Modoc counties. Two sites were surveyed that produced no nesting cranes.
Fourteen young were observed at all sites checked. A combined age-ratio of
6.5 young per 214 cranes was obtained. Non-breeders numbered at least 96
birds. Efforts were continued by staff at Modoc NWR to capture and color-mark
a sample of Greater Sandhill Cranes.
Age-ratio data were obtained at Thornton wintering area. The 7.3 recruitment
rate may be below what is needed to maintain a stable population. Thirty-five
color-marked Greater Sandhill Cranes were observed at the Thornton and Butte
Sink areas. Aerial and ground surveys were conducted at roosts in the Central
Valley.
Background:

In 1978, an interagency task force lead by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
developed management plans for populations of Sandhill Cranes breeding and
wintering in the Pacific Coastal region of the United States and Canada.
Based on reccmmendations contained in the Pacific Flyway Management Plan and
the fact that a study of cranes breeding in California was conducted in 1971,
surveys were conducted during spring , 1981 to determine the number of nesting
pairs and ascertain if any changes had occurred at selected nesting areas
since 1971 (Littlefield 1982). A total of 191 pairs was located. Modoc County
contained 110 nesting pairs, more than any other county. The largest single
concentration of nesting birds occurred in Surprise Valley, Modoc County,
where 44 pairs were counted. Nesting pairs also were found in Lassen, Siskiyou,
Shasta, and Plumas counties.
During 1982, a total of 83 pairs of nesting Sandhill Cranes was located at
five key breeding areas in northeastern California. The five areas were among
11 considered inportant to the breeding population in California and had been
surveyed during 1971 and 1981. Since 79 percent of the nesting pairs were on
private land in 1981 , the possibility of habitat loss through land conversion
exists. Littlefield (1982) reccmmended that Greater Sandhill Cranes be placed
on the California Department of Fish and Game 's Endangered Species list if
habitat loss causes a population decline. It also was reccmmended that

1






























