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ABSTRACT

The eleventh consecutive annual census of the endangered
Light-footed Clapper Rail (Rallus loncrirostris levipes) revealed
189 pairs of Clapper Rails breeding in 9 marshes in Southern
California. One hundred and thirty-one pairs, or 69.3% of the
state total, were detected at Upper Newport Bay. All of the
small subpopulations face serious problems that should be dealt
with through increased management and the provision of additional
habitat or they will be lost. There is little security in the
continued existence of the Light-footed Clapper Rail without the
addition of at least one other large viable population center.

High tide counts were continued on the Seal Beach National
Wildlife Refuge and 69 Clapper Rails were sighted in November.
This is the highest total recorded since organized counts were
begun in 1975. Effective control of nonnative red foxes (VuTpes
vulpes) allowed the manifestation of the Clapper Rail's high
reproductive potential and may lead to the recovery of this
important subpopulation. In addition, there have been increased
sightings of Clapper Rails on the adjacent State Ecological
Reserve at Bolsa Chica.

Nine trapping sessions at Upper Newport Bay with 7 - 8
drop-door traps and 197 trap-hours, resulted in the capture and
unique color-banding of 11 more Clapper Rails. There were 36
resightings of 10 banded rails. The average movement detected of
these rails was 72 meters. The largest spread of detection
points for any rail was of 210 meters and included an entire
family group. This particular family was observed repeatedly
over 9 different dates, traversing a total area of 0.53 ha. The
longest time span between banding and resighting of any one of
the 126 rails banded since March 1981 has been 5 years. The
longest banded of the 10 Clapper Rails resighted in 1990 was a
rail banded in 1987 or earlier (this could have been any 1 of 6
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