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ABSTRACT

This report describes the results of an intensive research effort to
determine the daily behavior at sea and onshore, to find nests, and determine
the selection of habitat in forest stands by the Marbled Murrelet
(Brachvramphus marmoratus) in California. This sea bird is, in large part, an
inhabitant of the wet coastal redwood forests of the northern half of
California, and little is known of its habits. Knowledge of this species is
extremely important, as a review of the species for endangered status was
begun in November 1988 by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and in April
1990, by the California Department of Fish and Game. In addition, evidence is
accumulating which indicates that the California populations are becoming
increasingly isolated from the nearest population centers around Puget Sound
in northern Washington and British Columbia.

The objective of this research was to augment our present study of
intensive observations of the bird in coastal forests, in nearshore waters
from land, and at sea from small boats. In the study described here, we
attempted to determine the specific use of different configurations of redwood
forests and to find nesting sites by the attachment of transmitters to birds
captured at sea.
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