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ABSTRACT

The food habits of coyotes (Canis lantrans ) in Upper Newport

Bay, California ate determined by fecal analysis . A total of 32 scats

were examined. Lagomorphs consisted of 78% of the scats examined

while rodents and birds each contributed 12.5%. Insects only

accounted for 3.1% of scat analyzed. Coyotes ate relatively little

vegetation and fruit - each consisted 9.4% of the scat analyzed.
Plastic and tin foil occurred in 6.2% of the samples.

INTRODUCTION

Much study has been devoted to the food habits of the coyote

( Canis lantrans). Widely accepted as generalist;1- opportunistic

feeders, the coyotes’ diet is diverse over its entire home range, which

extends from Guatemala to Northern Alaska. H.T. Gier (1975) reports

that coyotes are known to eat bison, deer, elk, sheep, rabbits,

rodents, birds, amphibians other than toads, lizards, most snakes,

fish, crustaceans, insects, fruit and even cattle feed. One summary of

5 separate food habits studies in North America reports rabbits
(41.1%) and rodents (32.2%) to be the major prey items. Birds (15%)

and fruits (7.9%) also constitute a portion of the diet (Zembal, 19947).
Coyotes living near human settlements have also shown an ability to

take advantage of anthropogenic food sources (MacCracken, 1982).
In managed habitats where ground nesting birds are desirable

to preserve, coyotes can play a beneficial role by reducing the

number of small mammals (such as rqccoons and red foxes) that may
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