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NSOIWG Purpose 

Promote recovery of the NSO by 
facilitating interagency understanding 
and communications
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NSO Stakeholder 
Forum 

(public)
Information sharing forum with broad 
stakeholder participation 
- Agency updates 
- Industry updates
- Conservation group updates
- Research updates
- Informs NSOIWG and BOST topics

NSO Interagency Working 
Group 

(gov. agency only)

NSOIWG is a government agency group 
addressing all topics related to spotted owl.
- Product- and decision-based group
- Addresses policy/regulation topics as they 

arise 
- Aims to provide consistency among 

agencies, where feasible
- Addresses outreach and education items
- Plans agency trainings 

Barred Owl Science Team 
(subject matter scientists)

BOST is a barred owl research focused group working 
to promote  NSO recovery in California
- Developed following CDFW guidance for Ad Hoc 

Science Advisory Teams 
- Covers both NSO and CSO
- Reviews research proposals
- Develops standard methodologies
- Identifies research needs
- Devises large-scale regional experimental removal 

study for California.

Subgroups 
Address 

emerging topics 
as needed

NSOIWG Context



10/23/2019

NSOIWG Web Page



2018/19 Activities 
▪ Met every-other-month to discuss current topics and issues

▪ Facilitated planning of NSO Forum

▪ Organized Protocol informal workshop for coastal agency staff 

▪ Reviewed Spotted Owl Observations Database case studies and 
provided feedback to database manager

▪ Discussed and approved Spotted Owl Observations Database 
symbology changes 

▪ Worked to clarify roles and responsibilities

▪ Prioritized future action items
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2018/19 Products

▪ NSOIWG webpage

▪ Post-fire guidance
▪ www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/timber/resource-

center

▪ Internal problem/solution statements for 
emergencies and exemptions impacting NSO

▪ Internal spatial analysis of post-fire Emergency 
Notices and NSO based on 2017 EMC proposal 
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Ongoing and Future Actions
▪ Clarify agency roles and processes

▪ Help inform possible regulation changes

▪ Communicate Emergency and Exemption 
concerns

▪ Provide NSO guidance to landowners 

▪ Organize trainings and workshops 

▪ Coordinate on database topics

▪ Explore funding options
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Contacts
NSOIWG Agency Leads
▪ CDFW: Carie Battistone

carie.battistone@wildlife.ca.gov

▪ CAL FIRE: Michael Baker
michael.baker@fire.ca.gov

▪ USFWS: Jennifer Jones
jennifer_jones@fws.gov
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