
Applicant Submits 

Notification to CDFW

CDFW Determines:

Notification Complete?

30 calendar days*

No Draft  Agreement from 

CDFW within 60 calendar days 

(of application being deemed 

complete)

 CDFW Prepares and Issues

Draft Agreement 

Within 60 calendar days* 

(of application being deemed complete)

Applicant agrees with 

measures in draft 

agreement?

 

CDFW Determines:

Notification and Fee Required?

Will project substantial ly impact 

a r iver, stream, or lake?

YES

Negotiate revisions

within 14 calendar 

days of CDFW 

receiving applicant’s 

written request 

NoArbitration^ No resolution
Applicant Signs Agreement 

and submits to CDFW
Yes

CDFW

CEQA Compliance

 Applicant begins project 

CDFW monitors project for 

compliance with agreement

CDFW Signs Final 

Agreement . 

Sends to applicant

YES

CDFW Determines:

Is an Agreement Required?

Could project  substantial ly 

adversely affect existing fish or 

wildlife resources?

**Note: Cannabis project 

applicants receive written 

verification an Agreement is 

not required

CDFW may withdraw 

draft  agreement

Applicant may begin 

project exactly as 

described in the 

notificat ion

**Note: Cannabis project 

applicants receive written 

verification an Agreement is 

not required

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA) Notification Process

Short-Term Agreements (≤5 years, excluding General Agreement)

Notification Not Required**

Notification fees refunded

Agreement Not Required**

NO

YES

NO

No response from Applicant 

within 90 calendar days

 Resolut ion

Approval by 
Operation of 

Law

CDFW will  contact Applicant 

and specify information 

needed to complete not ification

NO

* Regulatory timelines do not apply when:

• CDFW and Applicant mutually agree to extend time period

• CDFW determines onsite inspection is required before making 

determination, but Applicant is unable or unwilling to schedule 

inspection date that will reasonably allow CDFW to make 

determination within 30-day period

• Applicant has requested a long-term agreement

^The measures inc luded in a draft agreement are not subject to 

arbitration if the notificat ion is in response to an order or notice by a 

court or an administrative agency that requires you to perform work 

subject to the notification requirement in Fish and Game Code section 

1602.
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