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Devil’s Oven Lake (Lake ID 12925), Nevada County, is a backcountry destination 
northwest of Truckee, CA, and seven miles from the Pacific Crest Trail at Donner 
Summit (Figure 1). The lake is the headwaters to North Fork Prosser Creek, and a 
tributary to Warren Lake, Prosser Creek Reservoir, and the Truckee River.  Historically, 
Devil’s Oven Lake was aerially planted by California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) with brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis; BK) from 1950 until 1999.  Golden trout 
(Oncorhynchus aguabonita; GT) were planted instead of BK from 1967 until 1981.  
CDFW surveyed the lake in 2004, and again in 2011, and found only BK, indicating GT 
did not persist in the absence of regular plants. 
 
To determine the current status of the fishery at Devil’s Oven Lake and if additional trout 
plants are warranted, two CDFW Scientific Aids surveyed the lake from September 11, 
2019 to September 12, 2019.   A monofilament gill net was set at 8:08 pm on 
September 11, 2019 and was pulled the following morning on September 12, 2019 at 
7:11 am for a total survey effort of approximately 11 hours. The gill net sample captured 
ten BK (Table 1).  
 
The Scientific Aids conducted a Visual Encounter Survey (VES) of the entire lake on 
September 11, 2019 searching for diurnal herpetofauna.  The VES began at 3:40 pm 
under clear skies, calm wind, and an air temperature of 14o C.  The survey continued 
until 4:05 pm for a total survey effort of 30 minutes.  No herpetofauna were observed.  
 



BK persist and naturally reproduce 
in Devil’s Oven Lake despite the 
lack of aerial planting for the past 20 
years.  Captured fish represent at 
least three year-classes.  Individual 
fish exhibit good body condition 
indicating abundant food supply.  
For these reasons, there is little 
evidence supporting the need for 
additional aerial plants at Devil’s 
Oven Lake. 
 
The lake could be a potential target 
for mechanical fish removal to 
benefit Sierra Nevada yellow-legged 
frogs (Rana sierrae) or LCT, but it is 
not within the scope of this report to 
evaluate the basin for mechanical 
fish removal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1:  Total length, weight, sex, and egg stage of fish captured 
during a gill net survey at Devil’s Oven Lake, Nevada Co., on 
Sept. 11, 2019. 

Species 
Length 
(mm) Weight (gm) Sex (M/F) Egg Stage 

Brook Trout 280 240   

Brook Trout 282 210   

Brook Trout 142 195 F Early 

Brook Trout 167 170 M  

Brook Trout 185 230 F Early 

Brook Trout 180 225 F Early & Late 

Brook Trout 315 315 M  

Brook Trout 345 420 F Early 

Brook Trout 362 540 F Early & Late 

Brook Trout 380 510 F Early & Late 

Figure 1: Map of Devil’s Oven Lake, Nevada 
Co., (Red Pin) in relation to Lake Tahoe and 
Truckee, CA (Google Maps, retrieved 
10.14.19) 
 



 

 
Figure 2: Data sheet with gill net data from a survey conducted Sept. 11, 2019, at 
Devil’s Oven Lake, Nevada County. 



 
Figure 3: VES data sheet from a survey conducted Sept. 11, 2019, at Devil’s Oven 
Lake, Nevada County.



 
Figure 3, Con’t: VES data sheet from a survey conducted Sept. 11, 2019, at Devil’s 
Oven Lake, Nevada County. 
 


