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21. SAN BERNARDINO KANGAROO RAT (CONSENT)

Today’s Item Information ☐ Action ☒ 

Receive DFW’s request for a six-month extension to develop the one-year status review report 
on the petition to list San Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus) as a 
threatened or endangered species under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

• Received petition Mar 15, 2019 

• FGC transmitted petition to DFW Mar 22, 2019 

• Published notice of receipt of petition Apr 12, 2019 

• Public receipt of petition Apr 17, 2019; Santa Monica 

• Received DFW’s 90-day evaluation 
report 

Jun 12-13, 2019; Redding 

• FGC determined listing may be 
warranted 

Aug 7-8, 2019; Sacramento 

• Today act on DFW request for a six-
month extension to develop one-
year status review report 

Jun 24-25, 2020; Webinar/teleconference 

• Receive DFW's status report To be determined

Background 

In Mar 2019, FGC received a petition from the Endangered Habitats League to list San 
Bernardino kangaroo rat as endangered under CESA. On Aug 23, 2019, FGC published notice 
of acceptance of the petition, which initiated a 12-month review of the status of the San 
Bernardino kangaroo rat by DFW. On May 8, 2020, DFW submitted a request for FGC to grant 
a six-month extension of time to complete its review (Exhibit 1). The extension would allow 
time for further analysis and evaluation of the available science, completion of the status 
review, and a peer review process. 

If the extension is approved, the status report will be due Feb 23, 2021. Following DFW’s 
completion of the status report, FGC will receive the report at a regularly scheduled meeting 
and provide for final consideration of the petition at the next meeting.  

Significant Public Comments  

1. Representatives of Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley convey concerns with 
DFW’s review of projects under the California Environmental Quality Act, alleging that 
the process has led to the destruction of already decreasing habitat for the species. 
Attached to the comments is a report from the California State Auditor (Exhibit 2). 

Recommendation  

FGC staff: Approve DFW's request for a six-month extension to develop its one-year status 
review report for San Bernardino kangaroo rat, under a motion to adopt the consent calendar. 



Item No. 21 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 24-25, 2020 

Author: Jenn Greaves 2 

Exhibits 

1. DFW memo, received May 8, 2020

2. Email from Tom Paulek and Susan Nash, Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley, 
received Jun 10, 2020

Motion/Direction  

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the staff 
recommendations for items 19-23 on the consent calendar. 



Original on file, 
received May 8, 2020

State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

M e m o r a n d u m

Date: May 8, 2020 

To: Melissa Miller-Henson 
Executive Director 
Fish and Game Commission 

From: Charlton H. Bonham 
Director 

Subject: Request for Six-Month Extension, San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat Status Review 

Per Section 2074.6 of the Fish and Game Code, the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (Department) requests an extension of time, by six months, to further 
analyze and evaluate available science, to undergo the peer review process, and to 
complete the San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat status review. Such an extension would 
change the due date of the Department’s report to February 23, 2021, which is 18 
months from the date the candidacy findings were published (August 23, 2019). 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Kevin 
Shaffer, acting Chief of Wildlife Branch at (Kevin.Shaffer@wildlife.ca.gov). 

ec: Stafford Lehr, Deputy Director 
Wildlife and Fisheries Division 
Stafford.Lehr@wildlife.ca.gov  

Kevin Shaffer, Acting Chief 
Wildlife Branch 
Kevin.shaffer@wildlife.ca.gov 

mailto:Kevin.Shaffer@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Stafford.Lehr@wildlife.ca.gov
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From: Tom   
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:13 PM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Cc: Tom  sue n.  
Subject: Fwd: Written Comments Fish and Game Commission Meeting-June 24-25, 2020 
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra caution. 

 

Please find my written comments (4 pages) I am submitting to be available to the Commissioners prior 
to the June 24-25, 2020 Fish and Game Commission Public meeting.  I plan to make verbal comments to 
the Commission on Agenda Item 21 - San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat Listing and the Commissioners prior 
review of the submitted written comments would greatly enhance my effort to communicate. Please 
confirm your receipt of the written material and their presentation to the Commissioners prior to the 
upcoming meeting.  
 
Thank you for your courtesy. 
 
Tom Paulek / Susan Nash 
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