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EASY GUIDE TO USING THE BINDER

Download and open the binder document using your Adobe Acrobat program/app.

If a bookmark panel does not automatically appear on either the top or left side of the
screen, click/tap on the “bookmark symbol” located near the top left-hand corner.

To make adjustments to the view, use the Page Display option in the View tab. You
should see something like:
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We suggest leaving open the bookmark panel to help you move efficiently among the
staff summaries and numerous supporting documents in the binder. It's helpful to think
of these bookmarks as a table of contents that allows you to go to specific points in the
binder without having to scroll through hundreds of pages.

<+
You can resize the two panels by placing your cursor in the dark, vertical line
located between the panels and using a long click /tap to move in either direction.

You may also adjust the sizing of the documents by adjusting the sizing preferences
located on the Page Display icons found in the top toolbar or in the View tab.

Upon locating a staff summary for an agenda item, notice that you can obtain more
information by clicking/tapping on any item underlined in blue.

Return to the staff summary by simply clicking/tapping on the item in the bookmark
panel.

Do not hesitate to contact staff if you have any questions or would like assistance.



OVERVIEW OF FISH AND GAME COMMISSION TELECONFERENCE MEETING

e This year marks the beginning of the 150" year of operation of the California Fish and Game
Commission in partnership with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Our goal is the
preservation of our heritage and conservation of our natural resources through informed decision
making. These meetings are vital in achieving that goal. In that spirit, we provide the following
information to be as effective and efficient toward that end. Welcome and please let us know if
you have any questions.

e We are operating under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act and these proceedings are being
recorded and broadcast.

¢ In the unlikely event of an emergency, please note the location of the nearest emergency exits at
your location.

e |tems may be heard in any order pursuant to the determination of the presiding commissioner.

e The amount of time for each agenda item may be adjusted based on time available and the
number of speakers.

e We will ask how many speakers we have before taking public comment; please be prepared and
listen closely for your name or phone number to be called.

e When you speak, please state your name and any affiliation. Please be respectful. Disruptions
from the audience will not be tolerated. Time is precious so please be concise.

e To receive meeting agendas and regulatory notices about those subjects of interest to you,
please visit the Commission’s website, www.fgc.ca.gov, and sign up for our electronic mailing
lists.

e All petitions for regulation change must be submitted in writing on the authorized petition form,
FGC 1, Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for Regulation Change, available
on the Commission’s website.

e Reminder! Please silence your mobile devices and computers to avoid interruptions.
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Celebrating 150 Years of
Wildlife Heritage and Conservation!

REVISED* MEETING AGENDA
October 14, 2020, 9:00 AM

Webinar and Teleconference

The California Fish and Game Commission is conducting this meeting by webinar and
teleconference to avoid a public gathering and protect public health during the COVID-19
pandemic, consistent with Executive Order N-33-20.

Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, commissioners may participate in meetings remotely.
The public may provide public comment during the public comment periods, and otherwise
observe remotely consistent with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.

*This agenda is revised to add potential action under item 3 related to an administrative
kelp bed and to add potential action for two appeals under executive session.

The meeting will be live streamed; visit www.fgc.ca.gov the day of the meeting. To
provide public comment during the meeting, please join via Zoom Webinar or by
telephone. Please click here for instructions on how to join the meeting.

Note: See important meeting deadlines and procedures, including written public
comment deadlines, starting on page 8. Unless otherwise indicated, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife is identified as Department.

Call to order/roll call to establish quorum
1. Consider approving agenda and order of items

2. General public comment for items not on agenda
Receive public comment regarding topics within the Commission’s authority that are not
included on the agenda.
Note: The Commission may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during this item,
except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a future meeting (sections 11125
and 11125.7(a), Government Code).

California Natural Resources Building
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1320, Sacramento, California 95814
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3.

Executive director’s report
Receive updates from the executive director and possible action.

(A)  Consider request to allow research under a Department-issued scientific
collecting permit in Administrative Kelp Bed 3 in San Diego County, leased by
KNOCEAN Sciences

CONSENT ITEMS
Note: Items on the consent calendar are expected to be routine and non-controversial. After public
comment, the Commission will consider approving items on the consent calendar in a single vote
without discussion. The presiding commissioner may choose to remove any item from the consent
calendar and allow a separate discussion and potential action on that item in response to a request
by a Commission member, staff, or interested person.
4. Recreational and commercial groundfish
Consider adopting proposed changes to regulations for the recreational and commercial
take of federal groundfish and associated species.
(Amend sections 27.30, 27.35, 27.45, 28.27, 28.28, 28.54, 28.55, 28.65, and 150.16,
Title 14, CCR)
5. Recreational purple sea urchin emergency (second 90-day extension)
Consider adopting a second 90-day extension of the emergency regulations concerning
recreational take of purple sea urchin at Caspar Cove, Mendocino County.
(Amend Section 29.06, Title 14, CCR)
Staff is expected to recommend this item be removed from the agenda.
6. Wild Trout Waters
Receive Department recommendation and consider adopting proposed amendments to
the Commission’s Designated Wild Trout Waters policy.
(Pursuant to Section 1727, Fish and Game Code)
7. Department informational items
The Department will highlight items of note since the last Commission meeting.
(A) Director’s report
(B) Law Enforcement Division
(C©)  Marine Region
(D)  Wildlife and Fisheries Division, and Ecosystem Conservation Division
8. Tribal Committee

Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing. Consider approving
draft agenda topics for next committee meeting.

(A) Committee work plan
(B)  Next committee meeting




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Marine Resources Committee
Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing. Consider approving
draft agenda topics for next committee meeting.

(A)  Committee work plan
(B)  Next committee meeting

Recreational red abalone

Discuss proposed changes to the recreational red abalone fishery closure sunset date
regulation.

(Amend 29.15 Title 14, CCR)

Recreational crab

Discuss proposed changes to recreational crab regulations intended to provide
additional whale and turtle protections in the trap fisheries.

(Amend sections 29.80, 29.85, and 701, Title 14, CCR)

Recreational sea urchin

Discuss proposed changes to regulations concerning recreational take of sea urchin at
Caspar Cove, Mendocino County, and Tanker Reef, Monterey County.
(Amend sections 29.05 and 29.06, Title 14, CCR)

Petitions for regulation change

Consider requests submitted by members of the public to adopt, amend, or repeal a
regulation.

(Pursuant to Section 662, Title 14, CCR)

(A)  Action on current petitions

l. Petition #2020-007 AM1: Amend marine protected area regulations to
allow surfboard fishing at the South La Jolla State Marine Reserve

Il. Petition #2020-008: Suspend or reduce elk hunting in the Northwestern
Elk Hunt Area due to disease

Il Petition #2020-010: Change the limit of wild rainbow and brown trout on
the North Fork of the Stanislaus River and Beaver Creek to zero

(B)  Action on pending regulation petitions referred to staff or the Department for
review — None scheduled at this time

Non-regulatory requests from previous meetings
Consider non-regulatory requests submitted by members of the public at previous
meetings.

(A)  Action on non-regulatory requests
(B)  Action on pending non-regulatory requests referred to staff or the Department for
review

Wildlife Resources Committee

Receive summary and consider approving recommendations from September 17, 2020
committee meeting. Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing.

(A)  Previous committee meeting report
(B) Committee work plan



16.

17.

18.

19.

Simplification of statewide inland sport fishing

Consider adopting proposed changes to inland sport fishing regulations.

(Add sections 5.84, 5.89, 7.40, and amend sections 3.00, 4.00, 5.00, 5.41, 5.85, 7.00,
7.50, and 8.10, Title 14, CCR)

Kenwood marsh checkerbloom

Receive overview of the Department’s five-year status review of Kenwood marsh
checkerbloom (Sidalcea oregana ssp. valida), which is listed as an endangered species
under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA).

(Pursuant to Section 2077, Fish and Game Code)

Mohave desert tortoise

Consider and potentially act on the petition, Department’s evaluation report, and
comments received to determine whether changing the status of the Mohave desert
tortoise (also known as Agassiz’s desert tortoise; Gopherus agassizii) from threatened
to endangered status under CESA may be warranted.

Note: If the Commission determines listing may be warranted, a one-year status review will
commence before the final decision on listing is made.

(Pursuant to sections 2074 and 2074.2, Fish and Game Code)

Commission administrative items

Consider approving agenda topics for the next Commission meeting, changes to the
rulemaking timetable, and whether there is any new business to be added to a future
meeting agenda.

(A)  Next meeting — December 9-10, 2020, webinar/teleconference
(B)  Rulemaking timetable updates
(C) New business

Adjourn



EXECUTIVE SESSION
(Not Open to Public)

At a convenient time during the regular agenda of the meeting listed above, the Commission
will recess from the public portion of the agenda and conduct a closed session on the agenda
items below. The Commission is authorized to discuss these matters in a closed session
pursuant to Government Code Section 11126, subdivisions (a)(1), (c)(3), and (e)(1), and Fish
and Game Code Section 309. After closed session, the Commission will reconvene in public
session, which may include announcements about actions taken during closed session.

(A)  Pending litigation to which the Commission is a Party

l. Dennis Sturgell v. California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and California Fish
and Game Commission (revocation of Dungeness crab vessel permit No.
CT0544-T1)

Il. Aaron Lance Newman v. California Fish and Game Commission (revocation of
hunting and sport fishing privileges)

Il Almond Alliance of California et al. v. California Fish and Game Commission and
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (bumble bees California Endangered
Species Act determination)

(B) Possible litigation involving the Commission
(C) Staffing
(D) Deliberation and action on license and permit items

l. Consider the appeal filed by Robert Silva in Agency Case No. 20ALJ06-FGC
regarding his request to renew his lobster operator permit

Il. Consider the appeal filed by Nicholas Perrone in Agency Case No. 20ALJO8-
FGC regarding his request to renew his salmon vessel permit



California Fish and Game Commission

most current list of meeting dates and locations.

Meeting Schedule

Note: As meeting dates and locations can change, please visit www.fgc.ca.gov for the

Meeting Date

Commission Meeting

Committee Meeting

November 9

Tribal
Webinar/teleconference

November 10

Marine Resources
Webinar/teleconference

December 9 - 10

Webinar/teleconference

January 12, 2021

Wildlife Resources
Webinar/teleconference

February 10-11, 2021

Webinar/teleconference

March 16, 2021

Marine Resources
Webinar/teleconference

April 13, 2021

Tribal
Webinar/teleconference

April 14-15, 2021

Webinar/teleconference

May 11, 2021

Wildlife Resources
Webinar/teleconference

May 11, 2021

Webinar/teleconference

June 16-17, 2021

Webinar/teleconference

Marine Resources

July 20, 2021 Sacramento
August 17, 2021 Tribal
Sacramento
August 18-19, 2021 Sacramento
September 16, 2021 Wildlife Resources
Sacramento
October 13-14, 2021 Sacramento
November 9, 2021 Marine Resources
Sacramento
Tribal
December 14, 2021
Sacramento
December 15-16, 2021 Sacramento



http://www.fgc.ca.gov/

OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
e September 12-15, 2021, Providence, RI

Pacific Fishery Management Council

e November 13-20, Garden Grove, CA
March 3-10, 2021, Seattle, WA
April 6-13, 2021, San Jose, CA
June 22-29, 2021, Vancouver, WA
September 8-15, 2021, Spokane, WA
November 15-22, 2021, Costa Mesa, CA

Pacific Flyway Council
e March 9, 2021, Grand Rapids, Ml
e August or September 2021, TBD

Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
e January 7-10, 2021, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM
e July 18-23, 2021 Santa Fe, NM

Wildlife Conservation Board
e November 18, Sacramento, CA
e 2021 TBD

California Natural Resources Building
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1320, Sacramento, California 95814



Important Commission Meeting Procedures Information

Welcome to a Meeting of the California Fish and Game Commission

This year marks the beginning of the 151st year of operation of the Commission in partnership
with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Our goal is the preservation of our heritage
and conservation of our natural resources through informed decision making; Commission
meetings are vital in achieving that goal. In that spirit, we provide the following information to
be as effective and efficient toward that end. Welcome and please let us know if you have any
guestions.

Persons with Disabilities

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public meetings
or other Commission activities are invited to contact the Department’s Equal Employment
Opportunity (EEO) Office at (916) 653-9089 or EEO@wildlife.ca.gov. Accommodation requests
for facility and/or meeting accessibility and requests for American Sign Language (ASL)
Interpreters should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event. Requests for Real-Time
Captioners should be submitted at least four weeks prior to the event. These timeframes are to
help ensure that the requested accommodation is met. If a request for an accommodation has
been submitted but is no longer needed, please contact the EEO Office immediately.

Stay Informed

To receive meeting agendas and regulatory notices about those subjects of interest to you,
please visit the Commission’s website, www.fgc.ca.gov, to sign up on our electronic mailing
lists.

Submitting Comments on Agenda Iltems

The public is encouraged to comment on any agenda item. Verbal comments are only
accepted during meetings. Written comments may be submitted by one of the following
methods: E-mail to fgc@fgc.ca.gov; mail to California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box
944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090; or deliver (with an appointment during the COVID-19
pandemic) to California Fish and Game Commission, 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1320,
Sacramento, CA 95814. Materials provided to the Commission may be made available to the
general public.

Written Comment Deadlines

The Written Comment Deadline for this meeting is 5:00 p.m. on October 1, 2020. Written
comments received at the Commission office by this deadline will be made available to
Commissioners prior to the meeting.

The Supplemental Comment Deadline for this meeting is noon on October 9, 2020.
Comments received by this deadline will be made available to Commissioners at the meeting.

Petitions for Regulation Change

Any person requesting that the Commission adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation must
complete and submit form FGC 1, titled, “Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission
for Regulation Change” (as required by Section 662, Title 14, CCR). The form is available at
https://fgc.ca.gov/Regulations/Petition-for-Reqgulation-Change. To be received by the
Commission at this meeting, petition forms must have been delivered by the Supplemental
Comment Deadline. Petitions received at this meeting will be scheduled for consideration at
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the next regularly-scheduled business meeting, unless the petition is rejected under staff
review pursuant to subsection 662(b), Title 14, CCR.

Non-Regulatory Requests

All non-regulatory requests will follow a two-meeting cycle to ensure proper review and
thorough consideration of each item. All requests submitted by the Supplemental Comment
Deadline (or heard during general public comment at the meeting) will be scheduled for
receipt at this meeting and scheduled for consideration at the next regularly-scheduled
business meeting.

Speaking at the Meeting
To speak on an agenda item, please “raise” your hand either through the Zoom function or by
pressing *9 once on your phone when prompted at the beginning of the agenda item.

1. Speakers will be called one at a time; please pay attention to when your name is called.

2. When addressing the Commission, give your name and the name of any organization
you represent, and provide your comments on the item under consideration.

3. If there are several speakers with the same concerns, please appoint a spokesperson
and avoid repetitive testimony.

4. The presiding commissioner will allot between one and three minutes per speaker per
agenda item, subject to the following exceptions:

a. Individuals may receive advance approval for additional time to speak if requests
for additional time to speak are received by email or delivery to the Commission
office by the Supplemental Comment Deadline. The president or designee will
approve or deny the request no later than 5:00 p.m. two days prior to the
meeting.

b. Anindividual requiring an interpreter is entitled to at least twice the allotted time
pursuant to Government Code Section 11125.7(c).

c. An individual may receive additional time to speak to an agenda item at the
request of any commissioner.

Visual Presentations/Materials
All electronic presentations must be submitted by the Supplemental Comment Deadline and
approved by the Commission executive director before the meeting.

1. Electronic presentations must be provided by email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov.
2. All electronic formats must be Windows PC compatible.
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Item No. 2
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 14, 2020
2. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

Today’s Item Information Action O

Receive public comment regarding topics within FGC authority that are not included on the
agenda.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Today receive requests and Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
comments
e Consider granting, denying, or Dec 9-10, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
referring
Background

This item is to provide the public an opportunity to address FGC on topics not on the agenda.
Staff may include written materials and comments received prior to the meeting as exhibits in
the meeting binder (if received by written comment deadline), or as supplemental comments at
the meeting (if received by the supplemental comment deadline).

Public comments are generally categorized into three types under general public comment:

(1) petitions for regulation change; (2) requests for non-regulatory action; and (3) informational-
only comments. Under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, FGC cannot discuss or take
action on any matter not included on the agenda, other than to schedule issues raised by the
public for consideration at future meetings. Thus, petitions for regulation change and non-
regulatory requests generally follow a two-meeting cycle (receipt and direction); FGC will
determine the outcome of the petitions for regulation change and non-regulatory requests
received at today’s meeting at the next regular FGC meeting, following staff evaluation
(currently Dec 9-10, 2020).

As required by the Administrative Procedure Act, petitions for regulation change will be either
denied or granted and notice made of that determination. Action on petitions received at
previous meetings is scheduled under a separate agenda item titled “Petitions for regulation
change.” Action on non-regulatory requests received at previous meetings is scheduled under
a separate agenda item titled “Non-regulatory requests.”

Significant Public Comments

1. New petitions for regulation change are summarized in Exhibit 1, and the original
petitions are provided as exhibits 2-5.
2. Informational comments are provided as exhibits 6-19.

3. Arequest for non-regulatory action is summarized in Exhibit 20, and the original
request is provided in exhibit 21.

Recommendation

FGC staff: Consider whether to add any future agenda items to address issues that are
raised during public comment.

Author: Rose Dodgen 1



Item No. 2
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 14, 2020

Exhibits

1. Summary of new petitions for requlation change received by Oct 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

2. Petition #2020-011 AM 1: Set precautionary commercial coonstripe shrimp trap fishing
requlations, received Aug 12, 2020

3. Petition #2020-012 AM 1: Protect great white shark nursery grounds at Padaro Beach,
Carpenteria, received Sep 1, 2020

4. Petition #2020-013: Removal of aquatic invasive species, received Sep 18, 2020
(Note: This petition was withdrawn by the petitioner on Oct 6, 2020.)

5. Petition #2020-014 AM 1: Recreational and research take of Sargassum horneri,
received Sep 19, 2020

6. Email from Paul Weakland forwarding an article on depredation of sea lions by
Washington, Oregon, ldaho, and Native American tribes, received Aug 15, 2020

7. Email from Marilyn Jasper bringing attention to short time allotments for public
comment at FGC and WRC meetings and the challenges associated with time limits
that change between agenda items in the same meeting, received Aug 20, 2020

8. Email from Carissa Pastor concerning urban coyote predation on house pets in the
Torrance area, received Sep 1, 2020

9. Email from Mary Mote forwarding a letter to a lawyer concerning urban coyote
predation on house pets in the Long Beach area, received Sep 1, 2020

10. Email from Harvey Sherback proposing a photovoltaic canal cover project, received
Sep 2, 2020

11. Letter from Blaine Bonacci with questions and concerns about the cost and duration of
fishing licenses, especially for those who are elderly and have lowered income, and a
specific guestion about the legality of custom gear he is using, received Sep 4, 2020

12. Email from Eric Mills bringing attention to a recent article in Orion Magazine and
recommending subscription to the magazine, received Sep 4, 2020

13. Email from Konstantin Karpov submitting to FGC comments previously provided to
MRC reqgarding the Red Abalone Fisheries Management Plan; received Sep 11, 2020

14. Email from Mike Radis bringing attention to an individual displaying a giraffe on their
property in the Malibu area without county or state permits, received Sep 14, 2020

15. Email from Ray Kennedy requesting not to delay or cancel lobster season, explaining
that marketing concerns should be left to individual fishermen, and expressing support
for a lobster tailing fishery, received Sep 23, 2020

16. Email from Paul Weakland forwarding a documentary, World’s Largest Floating Fish
Factory, received Sep 23, 2020

17. Email from Meyer Ranch expressing dissatisfaction with requlations promulgated by
FGC, received Sep 28, 2020

18. Email from Eric Mills forwarding an essay by Terry Williams and encouraging
participation in the upcoming election, received Sep 30, 2020

19. Email from Eric Mills containing a letter to the Castro Valley Forum editor criticizing

live animal food markets and encouraging others to write the director of DFW and the
secretary for Natural Resources, received Oct 1, 2020

Author: Rose Dodgen 2



Item No. 2
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 14, 2020

20. Summary of requests for non-requlatory action received by Oct 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

21. Email and application from Jeff Maassen to commercially harvest Sargassum horneri
consistent with commercial kelp requlations, per Section 165(f), received Oct 1, 2020

Motion/Direction (N/A)

Author: Rose Dodgen 3



Item No. 3
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 14, 2020

3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Receive updates from the executive director and possible action.

(A) Consider request to allow research under a DFW-issued scientific collecting permit in
Administrative Kelp Bed No. 3 in San Diego County, leased by KNOCEAN Sciences

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)
Background

Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

The world is evolving in response to the social unrest and demands for greater equity and
diversity, and FGC is no exception; FGC’s core values compel us to respond, adapt, be more
transparent, innovate, collaborate, and continuously improve in our efforts to engage and
support a broad and diverse constituency. FGC executive staff has continued weekly learning
sessions to expand our understanding of justice, equity, diversity and inclusion (JEDI) issues,
and recently expanded the learning sessions to the full team. Consistent with FGC’s direction,
staff is scoping and drafting a plan for determining the elements of a JEDI plan and how best
to engage commissioners, stakeholders, DFW, and the public; staff expects to have a draft
plan for FGC consideration at the Dec 2020 FGC meeting.

In recognition of the changing times, and acknowledgment the 150-year history of our
organizations, President Sklar and DFW Director Bonham recently co-authored a column for
the latest issue of Outdoor California (Exhibit 1).

Decision-Making and Priorities

The number of topics coming before the three FGC committees has increased in recent years,
contrasted against the reality of diminished staff capacities and increasing biological and
administrative challenges. Yet, “What is important is seldom urgent and what is urgent is
seldom important.” Made famous by Dwight D. Eisenhower, though admittedly not his own
words, the concept is a familiar one, especially during times when staffing and resources are
limited.

The sense of importance and urgency is typically magnified when a topic is considered in
isolation; when stacked with a full suite of potential topics, the magnification may diminish. As
noted in Aug 2020, to help identify the most important workload, FGC staff is developing a tool
to differentiate between those topics that are most important and urgently needed or those that
are more conditional by applying a series of criteria. Sample criteria might include:

e Status of, and risk to, wildlife populations and other natural resources;

e regulatory deadlines, harvesting seasons, or other time-sensitive considerations;
e the estimated amount of time and work necessary to resolve the issue; and

e FGC and DFW staff capacities.

Author: Melissa Miller-Henson, Rachel Ballanti and David Thesell 1



Item No. 3
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 14, 2020

Staff suggests that committee priorities be reexamined during the respective committee update
at each FGC meeting and seeks FGC input on potential criteria for such examination. Using
input received today, a more fully developed proposal will be presented at the Dec 2020 FGC
meeting.

FGC Delegations and Administrative Kelp Bed No. 3

Delegations

At its Jun 2020 meeting, FGC approved a number of delegations to its executive director
related to regulations, adjudicatory matters, ongoing and pending litigation, the California
Environmental Quality Act, contracts and procurement, interagency and external affairs, and
general administration.

Your executive director took two significant actions in Aug and Sep 2020 under FGC’s
delegations, both related to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

1. Filed a negative declaration for the proposed changes to inland sport fishing regulations
with the Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse (SCH # 2020090186) on
Sep 9, 2020 for a 30-day public review; the notice was also provided to county clerks for
public posting and posted on the FGC website.

2. Determined that the proposed recreational and commercial groundfish regulation
changes are exempt from CEQA, pursuant to the statutory exemption in California Fish
and Game Code Section 7078(e), and filed a notice of exemption with the Office of
Planning and Research State Clearinghouse.

Authorization for Research in Leased Administrative Kelp Bed No. 3

FGC has authority to lease to any person the exclusive privilege to harvest kelp in any kelp bed,
defined administratively in regulation (California Fish and Game Code Section 6700, and Title 14
Section 165.5). Standard lease terms define the use for which harvest is authorized in the bed,
and require that a lessee obtain written FGC consent before using or permitting the lease area to
be used for any other purpose.

DFW has approached FGC regarding a researcher at SeaWorld, San Diego, who seeks to
harvest giant kelp under a scientific collecting permit (SCP) in an area that overlaps with
Administrative Kelp Bed No. 3, which is leased to KNOCEAN Sciences, Inc. While DFW has
authority to issue SCPs (pursuant to California Fish and Game Code sections 1002 and 1002.5,
and Title 14 Section 650), DFW cannot issue the SCP until FGC provides written consent.

DFW has determined that the proposed harvest would not pose a resource concern and has
obtained written consent from lessee KNOCEAN Sciences, Inc. for the use. Consistent with the
lease terms, DFW seeks FGC written consent in order to enable DFW to approve collection
under the SCP (see Exhibit 3 for DFW memao, kelp bed 3 lease, and email correspondence).

Staff has identified this situation as a further example of a delegable task, considered
administrative in light of the oversight provided by DFW in issuing SCPs that normally do not
engage FGC. The Jun 2020 FGC-approved delegations list related to contracts and
procurement does not include providing authorization required under specific lease terms.
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FGC may wish to consider granting the executive director authority to provide written FGC
consent in the future through an action to revise the list of delegations; staff will bring proposed
amendments to the Dec 2020 FGC meeting for initial consideration.

Staffing

With the long-term assignment of one of our regulatory analysts to COVID-19 tracing and a
general reduction of staff time due to the personal leave program, staff continues to be
challenged to address priority issues and be prepared to effectively take up sudden or
unexpected additions to our workload. A good example of this is the hastily-scheduled stand-
alone FGC meeting to take up the candidacy status of western Joshua tree. The ensuing
emergency take provision created an additional workload, not only for FGC and FGC staff, but
also DFW and its staff. To be better prepared to address such incidents, increasing capacity is
a priority.

Efforts have begun to recruit for a seasonal clerk; this position will help staff in a wide array of
basic clerical and administrative tasks, from records management and filing of documents to
preparing and posting items to the FGC webpage. Staff expects to hold interviews in the
coming weeks.

Staff participated in interviews for next year’s California Sea Grant State Fellow. After a robust
initial screening process, staff conducted numerous encouraging interviews. This is the fourth
year that FGC has participated in the program and this year’s candidate pool continues to
impress. The fellow is expected to start in early 2021.

Staff recently received good news that DFW identified a vacant position for the long-awaited
tribal advisor and liaison position. Efforts are underway to transfer the position and associated
funding to FGC so that recruitment efforts can begin as soon as possible.

Legislative Matters

DFW provided a report on state bills of interest to DFW during the last legislative session,
including the final status of each (Exhibit 4). FGC staff identified state legislation that may
affect FGC’s resources and workload or be of interest, but relies heavily on colleagues at DFW
to monitor and track legislation.

Sep 30 was the last day for Governor Newsom to sign or veto bills passed by the California
State Legislature. In the final days of session, only a single bill in FGC'’s list of interest passed
and was then signed by Governor Newsom, AB 1949 (Boerner Horbath) Fisheries: California
Ocean Resources Enhancement and Hatchery Program. The legislature adjourns Nov 30 and
will convene the 2021-22 session on Dec 7.

Significant Public Comments

1. Concerns with AB 1175 related to a ban on importing or possessing certain African
species (often referred to as trophy hunting) are shared through a CalMatters article,
Ban on Hunting Trophies Risks Funding for Healthy African Ecosystems (Exhibit 4).
Note that AB 1175 did not reach the governor’s desk.
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Recommendation

FGC staff: Approve the request to allow giant kelp harvest for research purposes by Sea
World, San Diego under a DFW-issued SCP in Administrative Kelp Bed 3 in San Diego
County, and direct staff to provide written authorization.

Exhibits
1. Column by FGC President Sklar and DFW Director Bonham, Outdoor California,
published Sep 2020
2. Staff Report on Staff Time Allocation and Activities, dated Oct 5, 2020

3. DFW memo and attachments regarding allowing research take in Administrative Kelp
Bed No. 3, received Oct 7, 2020

4. DFW final legislative report for the 2019-20 session, dated Oct 1, 2020
5. Email and attachment from Kathy Lynch, Lynch & Associates, received Auqg 27, 2020

Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission approves the
request for KNOCEAN Sciences, Inc. to allow giant kelp removal by SeaWorld, San Diego in
Administrative Kelp Bed No. 3 for purposes prescribed through a scientific collecting permit
issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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4, RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL GROUNDFISH (CONSENT)

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Consider adopting proposed changes to regulations for the recreational and commercial take
of federal groundfish and associated species.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Notice hearing Jun 24-25, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

e Discussion hearing Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

e Today’s adoption hearing Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
Background

FGC biennially adopts recreational and commercial fishing regulations for federal groundfish
and associated species as necessary for consistency with federal rules that go into effect
Jan 1 of odd-numbered years.

At its Jun 2020 meeting, the Pacific Fishery Management Council recommended recreational
fishing regulations for federally-managed groundfish species for the 2021-2022 seasons, which
are expected to go into effect Jan 1, 2021. DFW is proposing regulatory changes that would
make recreational regulations for state waters consistent with federal regulations. In addition,
DFW is proposing modifications to the state-defined commercial trip limit for cabezon and
greenling to stay within federally-established commercial harvest limits.

Proposed Regulations

The proposed regulations will adjust allowable depths in three groundfish management areas;
adjust bag limits for five species; update method of take for one species; and increase the
commercial trip limits for two species. The detailed proposed changes are provided in the initial
statement of reasons (ISOR; Exhibit 2).

Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation

FGC staff: Under a motion to adopt the consent calendar, adopt the proposed recreational
and commercial groundfish regulations as recommended by DFW.

DFW: Adopt the regulations as proposed in the ISOR (Exhibit 2)

Exhibits
1. DFW memo transmitting ISOR, received Jul 23, 2020
2. ISOR
3. Economic and fiscal impact statement (STD 399)
4 DFW email in lieu of a pre-adoption statement of reasons, received Oct 1, 2020
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Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the staff
recommendations for items 4-6 on the consent calendar.
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5. RECREATIONAL PURPLE SEA URCHIN EMERGENCY
(SECOND 90-DAY EXTENSION) (CONSENT)

Today’s Item Information [ Action

Consider adopting a second 90-day extension of the emergency regulations concerning
recreational take of purple sea urchin at Caspar Cove, Mendocino County.

FGC staff recommends this item be removed from the agenda.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Adopted emergency regulations Feb 21, 2020; Sacramento
e Adopted extension of emergency Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
regulations
e Today’s potential emergency re- Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
adoption
Background

At its Feb 2020 meeting, FGC adopted emergency regulations to remove the recreational bag
limit for purple sea urchin at Caspar Cove, Mendocino County. The action was taken in
response to poor conditions of northern California kelp forests. FGC adopted the emergency
regulation to explore and evaluate whether intensified removal of purple sea urchin may
promote the recovery of kelp and the associated species that kelp supports.

The original emergency action was set to expire on Sep 14, 2020. Staff developed a plan to
request two subsequent 90-day extensions to allow the urchin removal work to continue for up
to a year under the emergency regulation. Efforts are also underway to make this rulemaking
permanent (Agenda Item 12 for this meeting).

FGC approved the first of two expected extensions at its Aug 2020 meeting; a second
extension was planned for today’s meeting. Due to Governor Newsom'’s Executive Orders
N-40-20 and N-66-20, the original emergency has been extended by 120 days, and a second
readoption of the emergency action is therefore unnecessary as staff expects the permanent
rulemaking to be approved and effective before the emergency expires.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation
FGC staff: Remove this item from the agenda.

Exhibits (N/A)

Motion/Direction
Not applicable if removed from the agenda under item 1.
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6. WILD TROUT WATERS (CONSENT)

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Receive DFW recommendation and consider adopting proposed amendments to FGC’s
Designated Wild Trout Waters policy.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)

Background

California Fish and Game Code Section 7260(c), grants FGC the authority to designate
Heritage Trout Waters recognizing the beauty, diversity, historical significance, and special
value of California’s native trout. Designations are limited to waters that support populations
that best exemplify indigenous strains of native trout within their historic drainages and that
provide anglers with an opportunity to catch native trout in a manner consistent with their
conservation. Any stocking of heritage trout waters shall meet the criteria established by
Chapter 7.2, commencing with Section 1725, of the California Fish and Game Code.

California Fish and Game Code Section 1727(b) requires that DFW annually submit to FGC a
list of no less than 25 miles of stream or stream segments and at least one lake deemed
suitable for designation as wild trout waters. Fish and Game Code, Section 1727(c) allows the
Commission to remove designated Wild Trout Waters from the wild trout program, but
mandates that an equivalent number of miles are added.

DFW proposes removing:
1. East Fork Carson River, from Hangman's Bridge near Markleeville downstream to the
Nevada state line (Alpine County).

Rationale for the removal can be found in Exhibit 1.

DFW proposes additing three new waters:

1. Tuolumne River from Wards Ferry Bridge (Don Pedro Reservoir) upstream to the
boundary of Yosemite National Park, excluding tributaries (Tuolumne County);

2. Wolf Creek from Forest Service Road 062 crossing to Wolf Creek Lake (Mono
County); and

3. Butte Lake (Lassen County).

Exhibit 1 provides more detail on the proposed changes. Exhibit 2 is the Wild Trout Waters
Policy text with proposed amendments, and Exhibit 3 provides maps of the proposed waters.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation

FGC staff: Under a motion to adopt the consent calendar, approve amendments to the
Commission Designated Wild Trout Waters policy as described in this staff summary and the
DFW proposal.

DFW: Approve the recommended amendments.
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Exhibits

1. DFW memo, received Oct 7, 2020
2. Proposed policy text, received Oct 7, 2020
3. Maps of waters for removal and designation, received Oct 7, 2020

Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the staff
recommendations for items 4-6 on the consent calendar.
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7. DEPARTMENT INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Today’s Item Information X Action O

This is a standing agenda item to receive and discuss informational updates from DFW.
(A) Director’s report
(B) Law Enforcement Division
(C) Marine Region
(D) Wildlife and Fisheries Division, and Ecosystem Conservation Division

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)
Background

Verbal reports are expected at the meeting for items (A) through (D). A DFW news release of
interest is provided as Exhibit D1.

The Marine Region report will include an update on DFW implementation of the Drift Gill Net
Transition Program (Exhibit C1), which incentivizes drift gillnet permittees to transition out of
the drift gillnet shark and swordfish fishery, reduces bycatch, and provides for a sustainable
swordfish fishery. Directed through legislation in 2018, DFW adopted regulations establishing
the program in late 2019.

Significant Public Comments
1. Oceana announced $1 million in funding for the DFW Drift Gill Net Transition Program
to match state funding (Exhibit C2).

Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits

C1. DFW Drift Gill Net Transition Program Update, dated Oct 14, 2020
C2. Email from Geoff Shester, dated Sep 14, 2020

D1. DFW news release: CDFW Seeks Authority to Refund Elk, Pronghorn Tags for Areas
Impacted by Wildfires, Forest Closures, dated Sep 21, 2020

Motion/Direction (N/A)
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8. TRIBAL COMMITTEE (TC)

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing. Consider approving draft
agenda topics for next committee meeting.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Most recent TC meeting Aug 18, 2020; TC, Webinar/Teleconference
e Today consider approving TC Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
agenda topics
e Next TC meeting Nov 9, 2020; TC, Webinar/Teleconference
Background

TC works under FGC direction to set and accomplish its work plan (Exhibit 1).

Committee Work Plan

Topics that have been referred from FGC to TC are displayed within a work plan to help with
scheduling and tracking and to keep the public informed about upcoming discussions.

Next Committee Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Nov 9, 2020 as a webinar/teleconference. In addition to
standing agenda items (agency updates, DFW management plan updates, cross-pollination
with MRC and WRC, future meetings and agenda items), several agenda topics are proposed:

e Discuss co-management implementation and potential changes to the definition
e Discuss kelp and algae harvest regulations

e Discuss pinnipeds and California’s fisheries

e Update on MRC’s Coastal Fishing Communities Project

e Update on kelp recovery efforts at Casper Cover and Tanker Reef

e Discuss wildfire impacts and the state’s response
Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation
FGC staff: (1) Discuss referred topics and consider any revisions to the topics or their timing
as identified in the work plan, and (2) approve the draft Nov TC agenda topics as proposed.
Exhibits

1. TC work plan, updated Aug 21, 2020
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Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission approves the
topics for the November 9, 2020 Tribal Committee meeting as discussed today.
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9. MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE (MRC)

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing. Consider approving draft
agenda topics for next MRC meeting.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Previous MRC meeting Jul 29, 2020; MRC, Webinar/Teleconference
e Today consider approving agenda Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
topics
e Next MRC meeting Nov 10, 2020; MRC, Webinar/Teleconference
Background

MRC works under FGC direction to set and accomplish its work plan (Exhibit 1).
Committee Work Plan

Topics that have been referred from FGC to the MRC are displayed within a work plan to help
with scheduling and tracking.

New MRC Topics

No additional topics are proposed for referral to MRC at this time.

Next Committee Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Nov 10, 2020 as a webinar/teleconference. Four discussion
topics and four updates are proposed:

e Update on MLMA master plan for fisheries implementation

e Consider potential recommendation for California grunion recreational fishing
regulation changes

e Consider potential recommendation for rulemaking on provisions for operation,
maintenance, and repair of pre-existing artificial structures in marine protected areas

e Consider potential recommendation to rescind or continue temporary hiatus on receipt
of new state water bottom lease applications

e Staff and agency updates, including:

Aquaculture principles and action plan development

Red abalone fishery management plan development
Commercial kelp and algae harvest regulations development
California’s Coastal Fishing Communities project

Significant Public Comments (N/A)
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Recommendation
FGC staff: Approve the draft Nov MRC agenda topics as proposed or as modified.

Exhibits
1. MRC work plan, updated Sep 4, 2020

Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission approves the
topics for the November 10, 2020 Marine Resources Committee meeting as discussed today.
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10. RECREATIONAL RED ABALONE

Today’s Item Information Action O
Discuss proposed changes to the recreational red abalone fishery closure sunset date
regulation.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e FGC adopted emergency regulation Dec 7, 2016, San Diego
to close recreational red abalone
fishery for one year

e FGC adopted regular rulemaking to Dec 12-13, 2018, Oceanside
extend closure to 2021
e DFW presentation on fishery status Jun 24-25, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Notice hearing Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Today’s discussion hearing Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Adoption hearing Dec 9-10, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
Background

Red abalone fishery management is currently guided by the Abalone Recovery and
Management Plan (ARMP). The recreational red abalone fishery was closed in 2017, following
dramatic environmental conditions leading to extensive loss of bull kelp beds and significant
abalone die-off (see Exhibit 1 for additional background).

DFW recently confirmed that poor conditions continue to persist or worsen and advised that
continuing the closure is necessary. The proposed regulation would extend the closure,
currently due to sunset on Apr 1, 2021, for another five years with a new sunset date of Apr 1,
2026. The extension will facilitate recovery of the red abalone population while preparation of a
red abalone fishery management plan is underway.

Significant Public Comments
A commenter opposes the extension of the closure of the red abalone fishery, stating there are
enough abalone for the fishery to reopen (Exhibit 4).

Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits
1. Staff summary from Aug 22-23, 2018 meeting (for background purposes only)
2. DFW memo, received Aug 6, 2020
3. Initial statement of reasons
4., Email from Rick Meyer, received Sep 20, 2020

Motion/Direction (N/A)
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11. RECREATIONAL CRAB

Today’s Item Information Action O

Discuss proposed changes to recreational crab regulations intended to provide additional
whale and turtle protections in trap fisheries.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e FGC/MRC considered management Apr 2019- Feb 2020; various locations
measures for the recreational fishery
e MRC update and recommendation Mar 17, 2020; MRC, Santa Rosa/

Webinar/Teleconference
e FGC approved MRC recommendations Apr 15-16, 2020; Teleconference

e FGC provided direction on regulatory Jun 24-25, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
options and continued notice hearing
to Aug 2020

e MRC received DFW update regarding Jul 29, 2020; MRC, Webinar/Teleconference
crab species for rulemaking

e Notice hearing Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

e Today’s discussion hearing Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

e Adoption hearing Dec 9-10, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

Background

In early 2019, FGC initiated discussions about potential management measures for the
recreational Dungeness crab fishery to minimize risks of whale entanglements in fishing gear.
Management options developed by DFW were explored and refined at various FGC and MRC
meetings in 2019 and 2020. Additional background information is provided in Exhibit 1.
Proposed Regulations

The proposed regulations in Exhibit 3 include several provisions, which are summarized in
Exhibit 1:

e Enhanced gear marking
e Service interval
e Trap limit

e Director authority to delay the fishery opener or close the season early after consultation
with the FGC president, and requirement to report to FGC at the meeting following any
action(s) taken

e Trap validation program
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Significant Public Comments

1.

A commercial passenger fishing vessel (CPFV) operator states there is very little
evidence to suggest California recreational gear poses any serious threat to whales or
sea turtles and that it is unfair to the recreational sector to treat recreational and
commercial gear the same; he recommends implementing the gear marking
requirements first to determine the actual risk of entanglement from recreational gear.
Additionally, he states that requiring passengers on CPFVs to hold a validation stamp
will result in lost revenue to CPFVs and suggests instead that CPFVs be charged a
one-time fee for 60 validations. (Exhibit 6)

A CPFV owner/operator states that the cost for new buoy marking requirements is
greatly underestimated because the marker buoy cannot simply be added to the main
buoy, so CPFVs will need to purchase new main buoys and line. He adds that
estimates do not include paying deck hands to tie, paint and mark the buoys and that
red buoys are not available in sufficient quantities for the 2020 season. He requests
that the validation be added to the “Lifetime License Holders package.” (Exhibit 7)

Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits

1.

No gk owbd

Staff summary from Aug 19-20, 2020 FGC meeting (for background purposes)
DFW memo, received Aug 12, 2020
Initial statement of reasons

Economic and fiscal impact statement (Std. 399)

DFW presentation

Email to DFW from Andy Guiliano, Fish Emeryville, received Auqg 25, 2020

Email from Tom Mattusch, F/V Huli Cat, received Aug 30, 2020

Motion/Direction (N/A)
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12. RECREATIONAL SEA URCHIN

Today’s Item Information Action O

Discuss proposed changes to regulations concerning recreational take of sea urchin at Caspar
Cove, Mendocino County, and Tanker Reef, Monterey County.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Adopted emergency regulations for Feb 21, 2020; Sacramento
unlimited take of purple sea urchin at
Caspar Cove

e Adopted 90-day extension of emergency Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
regulations for unlimited take of purple
sea urchin at Caspar Cove

e Notice hearing for Caspar Cove and Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
Tanker Reef regulation change
e Consider 90-day extension of emergency Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference

regulations at Caspar Cove (Agenda
Item 5, today’s meeting)

e Today’s discussion hearing Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Adoption hearing Dec 9-10, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
Background

At its Aug 2020 meeting, FGC authorized notice of action to amend regulations to remove bag
limits for take of sea urchin at two locations for a period of three years. The action serves to
make permanent an emergency action taken earlier this year to remove the bag limit for take
of purple sea urchin at Caspar Cove, Mendocino County. Additionally, in response to FGC
Petition #2020-001, FGC's action authorized notice to remove the bag limit for purple sea
urchin and red sea urchin at Tanker Reef, Monterey County. See Exhibit 1 for additional
background.

FGC authorized notice based on details provided in a DFW memo (Exhibit 2); DFW has
transmitted an initial statement of reasons (ISOR) detailing the proposed changes (exhibits 3
and 4). The proposed actions were published in the California Notice Registry on Oct 9, 2020.
If approved, the regulations will sunset on Apr 1, 2024.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)
Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits

1. Staff summary from Aug 19-20, 2020 FGC meeting (for background purposes only)
2.  DFW memo requesting authorization for notice, received Aug 5, 2020
3. DFW memo transmitting ISOR, received Sept 25, 2020
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4. |ISOR
Draft economic and fiscal impact statement (Std. 399)
6. DFW presentation

o

Motion/Direction (N/A)
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13. PETITIONS FOR REGULATION CHANGE

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

This is a standing agenda item for FGC to act on regulation petitions from the public. For this
meeting:

(A) Action on petitions received at the Aug 2020 meeting
(B) Pending regulation petitions referred to staff or DFW for review — None scheduled

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e FGC received petitions Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Today’s action on petitions Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
Background

Pursuant to Title 14 Section 662, any request for FGC to adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation
must be submitted on form FGC 1, “Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for
Regulation Change.” Petitions received at an FGC meeting are scheduled for consideration at
the next business meeting under (A), unless the petition is rejected under 10-day staff review
as prescribed in subsection 662(b). A petition may be (1) denied, (2) granted, or (3) referred to
a committee, staff or DFW for further evaluation or information-gathering. Referred petitions
are scheduled for action under (B) once the evaluation is completed and recommendation
made.

(A) Petitions for regulation change. Three petitions received at the Aug 2020 meeting are
scheduled for action:

l. Petition #2020-007 AM 1: Amend marine protected area regulations to allow
surfboard fishing at the South La Jolla State Marine Reserve (Exhibit 2)

Il. Petition #2020-008: Suspend or reduce elk hunting in the Northwestern Elk Hunt
Area due to disease (Exhibit 3)

[1I. Petition #2020-010: Change the limit of wild rainbow and brown trout to zero for
the North Fork of the Stanislaus River and Beaver Creek (Exhibit 4)

For background purposes, material presented at the Sep 2020 WRC meeting regarding
Petition #2020-008 is provided in Exhibit 5. Petition #2020-009 was withdrawn by the petitioner
on Sep 18, 2020. Staff recommendations and rationales are provided in Exhibit 1.

Significant Public Comments

With respect to Petition #2020-008, a commenter expresses concern about elk numbers in the
Del Norte herd, the effects that trepaneme-associated hoof disease may have, the effects of
domestic livestock, and urges FGC to postpone elk hunting until a disease management plan
is developed (Exhibit 6).
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Recommendation

FGC staff: Adopt the staff recommendations as reflected in Exhibit 1.

WRC: Deny Petition #2020-008 based on information presented by DFW at the Sep 17, 2020
WRC meeting.

Exhibits

1. Table of petitions for regulation change, updated Oct 6, 2020
Petition #2020-007 AM 1, received Jul 10, 2020

Petition #2020-008, received Jun 10, 2020

Petition #2020-010, received Jul 28, 2020

Staff summary, agenda item 5, from Sep 17, 2020 WRC meeting, and select exhibits
for background purposes

6. Letter from Janet Gilbert, received Sep 4, 2020

arwbd

Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the
staff recommendations as reflected in Exhibit 1.

OR

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the
staff recommendations as reflected in Exhibit 1, except for petition(s) # for which the
action is
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14. NON-REGULATORY REQUESTS

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

This is a standing agenda item for FGC to act on non-regulatory requests received from the
public.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e FGC received requests Aug 19-20, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
e Today’s potential action on Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
requests
Background

FGC provides direction regarding requests from the public received by mail, email, and during
general public comment at the previous FGC meeting. Public requests for non-regulatory
action follow a two-meeting cycle to ensure proper review and consideration.

(A) Non-regulatory requests. Non-regulatory requests scheduled for consideration today
were received at the Aug 2020 meeting in one of three ways: (1) submitted by the
comment deadline and published in a table in the meeting binder, (2) submitted by the
supplemental comment deadline and delivered at the meeting, or (3) received during
public comment at the meeting.

Today, two non-regulatory requests are scheduled for action. Exhibit 1 summarizes the
requests and contains the staff recommendations. See Exhibit 2 for a written response
from DFW to one of the requestors.

(B) Pending non-regulatory requests. This item is an opportunity for staff to provide an
update or recommendation on non-regulatory requests that were scheduled for action at
a previous meeting and referred by FGC to staff or DFW for further review.

No pending requests are scheduled for action today.
Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation
FGC staff: Adopt the staff recommendations as reflected in Exhibit 1.

Exhibits
1. Summary of non-requlatory requests and staff recommendations for requests received
through Aug 20, 2020, dated Oct 5, 2020

2. Letter from DFW to Morgan Patton regarding take at Duxbury Reef State Marine
Conservation Area, dated Aug 18, 2020
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Motion/Direction

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the
staff recommendations for action on the October 2020 non-regulatory requests.

OR

Moved by and seconded by that the Commission adopts the
following actions on the October 2020 non-regulatory requests:
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15. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMITTEE (WRC)

Today’s Item Information [ Action X

Receive summary and consider approving recommendations from September 17, 2020
committee meeting. Discuss referred topics and consider revisions to topics and timing.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Previous WRC meeting Sep 17, 2020; WRC, Webinar/Teleconference
e Today consider WRC Oct 14, 2020; Webinar/Teleconference
recommendations
e Next WRC meeting Jan 12, 2021; WRC, Webinar/Teleconference
Background

WRC works under FGC direction to set and accomplish its work plan (Exhibit B1).
(A) Previous Committee Meeting

WRC met on Sep 17 via webinar and teleconference and covered:

e Updates and recommendations for periodic regulatory packages, including
mammal hunting, waterfowl hunting, Central Valley sport fishing, Klamath River
Basin sport fishing, and inland sport fishing;

e information concerning extant wildlife diseases in California and a
recommendation regarding Petition #2020-008 related to an elk hunting
moratorium;

e discussion of a potential rulemaking involving restricted species;
e discussion of human-wildlife conflict issues; and

e update on the bullfrog and non-native turtle stakeholder engagement process.
A written summary of the meeting is provided as Exhibit Al.
WRC Recommendations

The WRC developed three recommendations for FGC consideration:

1. Support and issue a notice of proposed rulemaking for the proposed regulation
changes for the mammal package as discussed, including (a) targeted reductions in
antelope and deer tags, and (b) partial refunds and restoration of preference points
for unused elk and antelope tags in selected hunts.

2. Support the proposed regulation changes for waterfowl hunting, Central Valley
Chinook sport fishing, and Klamath River Basin sport fishing for the 2021-22
seasons, as recommended by DFW.

3. Deny petition #2020-008, as the affects of wildlife disease have already been
incorporated into the harvest model through general mortality calculations.
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(B) Committee 