What You Need to Know to “Stay Legal”

Basic Sport Fishing Regulations for Spiny Lobster

ﬁ-‘ A California  sport
fishing license with ocean
enhancement stamp is required
to take lobster south of Point
Arguello. Divers must keep
their fishing license either
aboard the vessel or, if beach
diving, with their gear within
500 yards from shore.
ﬁﬂ A Spiny Lobster Report
Card is required for every
person fishing for or taking
spiny lobster. This includes
persons who are not required to
have a sport fishing license, such as children under
the age of 16, persons fishing from a public pier, and
persons fishing on free fishing days. Report cards
must be carried by hoop netters, and divers must
keep it with their fishing license. Prior to fishing,
record the month, day, location, and gear code on
the first available line of the card. When you are
done fishing at that location, when you switch gear,
or when you are done fishing for the day, record
the number of lobster kept, then move to the next
available line on the card. Report cards are valid for
the entire season. If a lobster fisherman fills up a card
before the season ends, the card can be returned and
a new one purchased. The Spiny Lobster Report
Card must be returned to the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) no later than April 30
following the end of the season.

{-l The spiny lobster open season runs from 6
a.m. on the Saturday preceding the first Wednesday
in October through the first Wednesday after
March 15 (the first Wednesday in October is when
commercial season opens).

No implements other than hoop nets may
be used to take lobster. Divers may only use their
bare or gloved hands to take lobster. Spear fishing
equipment may be possessed by divers taking
lobster, but spearfishing equipment may not be
used to aid in taking lobster.

% Both lobster divers and hoop netters must
carry a measuring device when attempting to take
lobster. A lobster gauge is a common measuring
device that has a fixed gap of 3% inches for

A legal-sized lobster carapace is as large or
larger than the fixed gap of the measuring gauge.

determining the legal size of
the lobster. Lobster gauges
can be purchased at most dive
and tackle shops. Divers may
bring lobster to the surface
of the water for the purpose
of measuring. Hoop netters
may bring lobster aboard a
vessel but are required to
measure them immediately
upon retrieving the net, and
any undersized lobster must
be released immediately. No
undersized lobster may be
retained or placed in any type of receiver.
The lobster daily bag and possession limit

is seven (7) lobsters. This includes any lobster
stored at home or elsewhere; at no time may more
than seven lobsters be in anyone’s possession.
% A maximum of five (5) hoop nets may be
fished by an individual, except on piers, jetties, and
other shore-based structures where each angler is
limited to two (2) hoop nets. No more than 10
hoop nets may be fished on a vessel, regardless
of how many licensed anglers are aboard. Hoop
net buoys south of Point Arguello (Santa Barbara
County) must be marked with the operator(s) GO
ID number(s). Hoop nets deployed from shore/

ier do not need to be marked with a surface buoy.
\ It is illegal to disturb or rob commercial
lobster traps.

Why all the regulations?
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The CDFW’s mission is to manage all of California’s
wildlife and the habitats they depend on, so that
everyone can enjoy and use these resources for
years to come. The minimum size limit allows
each lobster to reproduce at least once before it is
captured. The closed season protects lobster that
are carrying eggs or molting. Gear restrictions
help to prevent injury or death before the animal
can be legally harvested. Bag limits prevent too
many lobster from being taken. With report card
and other information, biologists can determine
whether the lobster resource is healthy and if
current fishing regulations are working correctly.

How to Measure Lobster
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To determine whether the lobster you've just caught
is large enough to keep, you must measure the
length of the body shell, or carapace, along the mid-
line from the rear edge of the eye socket (between
the horns) to the rear edge of the carapace with a
lobster gauge (see diagram above). This straight-line
measurement should be a minimum of 3% inches.
The carapace of a legal-sized lobster is larger than
or equal to the gauge’s cutout. If the lobster is too
small, it should immediately be released back into
the water. Undersized lobster should never be
retained by divers or hoop netters or placed in any
type of receiver.

Current spiny lobster sport fishing regulations can
be found in the Saltwater Sport Fishing regulation
booklet, available at most sporting goods stores and
wherever fishing licenses are sold, or on the CDFW
website at:

www.wildlife.ca.gov/regulations

Do you have questions about California spiny
lobster or lobster fishing? Contact your local COFW
office or visit the following online resource:

www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/
Marine/Invertebrates/Lobster

Help Fish and Game Wardens
Put an End to Poaching

If you witness poaching
or polluting, call

1=888-DFG-CALILIP
(1-888-334-2258)

Alternate communication formats of this document are available upon request. If
reasonable accommodation is needed, call CDFW at (916) 322-8911. The
California Relay Service for the deaf or hearing-impaired can be utilized from TDD

phones at (800) 735-2929. CDFW_Marine Region_lobster-Ver.2_09.18
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California Spiny Lobster

“Bugs” from the Deep

Spiny Lobster Sport Fishing

Tasty Rewards for Hoop Netters and Divers

The California spiny lobster, Panulirus interruptus, is common from Point Conception,

Spiny lobster, or “bugs” as they are affectionately called by those who pursue them,
California to Magdalena Bay on the west coast of Baja California, Mexico.

are taken by free divers, scuba divers, and hoop netters. Divers may only use their
(gloved) hands to capture lobster — no snares or other devices are allowed. Fishermen
may use hoop nets to catch lobster from vessels or from shore (including man-made
structures such as piers).

Among the more than 40 species of spiny
lobsters known worldwide, the California
spiny lobster is one of the largest. Males
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Fish and Wildlife and California Sea Grant.
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