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F i sher ies  Restorat ion  

Grant  Program 2021  

P roposa l  So l ic i tat ion 

Not ice 

Frequent ly  Asked Quest ions  

Updated February  2021 

Have there been any updates  s ince last  year ’s  PSN?   

Yes ,  80  updates made from the  2020  PSN,  most  o f  which  were  

c lar i fy ing exi st ing  requi rement s Be low is  a  l i s t  o f  more s ign i f icant  

changes  to  the  PSN  and Guidel ines .  

•  The  t i t le  of  F i sher ie s Habitat  Restorat ion  PSN/Guidel ines  was 

changed  back  to F i sher ie s Resto rat ion  Grant  Program  (FRGP)  

PSN/Guide l ines .  

•  The  Forest  Land Anadromous  Restorat ion  (FLAR) focus ,  prev ious ly  

funded through  the  state T imber  Regulat ion  and Forest  

Restorat ion  Fund, has  been removed from the  so l ic i tat ion ,  as th i s  

funding i s  no  longer  avai lable to the  grant  program.  Pro jects  

prev ious ly  e l ig ib le  under  the FLAR focus  are  st i l l  e l ig ib le  under  

FRGP. 

•  Pr ior i ty  2  Large Scale MO and PL  pro ject  types  were  removed 

f rom th i s  so l ic i tat ion  because  of  a  change in  funding 

requi rements .   
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•  Project  type EF ,  En forcement  and Protect ion ,  was  removed from 

the  sol ic i tat ion  indef in i te ly .   

•  FRGP w i l l  p r ior i t i ze  restorat ion  proposa ls  that  address the  

consequences  o f  la rge ,  damaging wi ldf i re s ,  for  exi st ing  FRGP 

e l ig ib le  water sheds and pro ject  types  in  areas  impacted by  

w i ld f i re s  s ince 2015 .  P ro ject s  that  address  substan t ia l  ecolog ica l  

impact s to  watersheds and sa lmonids  caused by  wi ld f i re  and 

w i ld f i re  suppress ion wi l l  rece ive  pos i t ive 0 .5  po int s  dur ing 

proposa l  rev iew.  Detai l s  can be found in  the  Guidel ines .  

•  An Admin i st rat ive  Rev iew Grace Per iod was  added to  the  

so l ic i tat ion .  Detai l s  can be found  in  the Guidel ines  and 

Admin is t rat ive  Rev iew Scoresheet .  

•  Clar i f ied  the  need for  appl icant s  to  rev iew and unders tand 

un ique env i ronmenta l  compl iance requi rement s and permit t ing 

thresholds .   

•  Requested appl icant s  us ing a l ternat ive  restorat ion  pract ices  

coord inate  w ith  the  FRGP Permi t  Coordinator  regarding poss ib le  

permit  coverage.  

•  Inc luded the  programmat ic  permit s  in  the  Env i ronmental  

Compl iance and Permit t ing  def in i t ion .   

•  Added a requi re ment  for  imp lementat ion  pro ject s  to  prov ide a  

F i r st  Winter  Observat ion  Summary  and inc luded a  def in i t ion  o f  a  

F i r st  Winter  Observat ion  Summary  in  Part  V :  Def in i t ions  of  

Requi red  In format ion .   

•  Clar i f ied  that  app l icant s  w i sh ing to  mon itor  thei r  implementat ion  

project  must  a l so  apply  separate ly  for  an  MO pro ject  w ith in  the  

same so l ic i tat ion  to a l low proper  rev iew.  

•  Clar i f ied  when to use  intermediate  or  conceptua l  p lans .  

•  Requi red  a  descr ipt ion of qua l i ty  and quant i ty  o f habitat  for  PD 

project s.  

•  Rep laced Eng ineered Log Jam s Des ign  P lan Cr i ter ia  w ith  Large 

Wood Pro ject s  Des ign  P lan Cr i ter ia .   

•  Al lowed s i tes to  be  character i zed  by  r i sk .   
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•  Inc luded language for  appl icant s  to  coord inate  w ith  NOAA i f  

they  would  l ike to  use NOAA Restorat ion  Center ’s  Consi stency  

Determinat ion  f rom the  Ca l i forn ia Coasta l  Commiss ion.   

•  Added a def in i t ion  for  a  R ipar ian  Road  

•  Inc luded the  Recovery  Task  to  be  rev iewed in  the  Admin  Rev iew,  

a l lowing that  to  be  updated dur ing the  grace per iod .  

•  L imited Engineer ing/Geotechn ica l  rev iewer s to  on ly  evaluate  

l icensed eng ineer s ’  and/or  geo log is t s ’  qual i f icat ions .  

What  i s  process-based restorat ion?  

Process-based restora t ion a ims to  re -estab l i sh  the phys ical ,  chemica l ,  

and b io logica l  processes  that  sus ta in  ecosystems (Beech ie  et  a l .  2010) .  

Examples o f processes  inc lude  eros ion and sediment  t ransport ,  storage 

and rout ing of water ,  p lant  growth  and success iona l  processes ,  input  

o f  nut r ient s  and therma l  energy ,  and nut r ien t  cyc l ing  in  the  aquat ic 

food web (Beech ie  et  a l .  2010).  P rocess -based restorat ion ,  then ,  

focuses  on c or rect ing anth ropogen ic  d i srupt ions  to these  processes ,  

such  that  the  r iver - f loodp la in  ecosystem progresses a long a  recovery  

t ra jectory  wi th  min imal  cor rect ive intervent ion  (Sear  1994 ,  Woh l  et  a l .  

2005).  Four  process -based pr inc ip les  ensure  that  ecosystem restorat ion  

w i l l  be guided toward  susta inab le  act ions:  (1 ) restora t ion act ions  

should  address  the  root  causes o f  degradat ion ,  (2 )  act ions  must  be  

cons i stent  w ith  the  phys ica l  and b io log ica l  potent ia l  o f  the s i te ,  (3)  

act ions  should  be at  a sca le  commensura te  w ith  env i ronmenta l  

problems,  and (4)  act ions  should have c lear ly  ar t icu lated expected 

outcomes for  ecosy stem dynamics (Beechie  e t  a l .  2010) .  App ly ing 

these pr inc ip les  w i l l  he lp  avo id common pit fa l l s  in  restorat ion ,  such as  

creat ing habitat  types  that  ar e  outs ide  of  a  s i te ' s  natura l  potent ia l ,  

at tempt ing to  bui ld  stat ic  habitat s  in  dynamic  env i ronment s,  o r  

const ruct ing habita t  features that  are  u l t imately  overwhe lmed by  

uncons idered sy stem dr iver s .  Such  act ions  restore  r iver  dynamics and 

natura l  var iat ion  in  habitat  cond it ions ,  wh ich  are  inherent ly  more  

sus ta inab le  and res i l ient  than  engineered channel s  or  hab itat s  

(Beechie  et  a l .  2010) .  
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Do I  need to  submit  a  separate MO proposal  to  complete  pro ject  type 

requ ired monitor ing?  

No.  Only  proposal s  w ish ing to  “ determine i f  re stora t ion t reat ment  and 

features  have produced the  des i red  habi tat  response  and/or  phys ica l  

water shed processes ”  need to  submi t  a  separate MO proposal .  

Project s ca r ry ing out  mon ito r ing requi red  in  the  Pro ject  Type 

Requi rement s  do not  need a  separate  MO proposal .  

Can I  submit  paper  copies o f  my appl icat ion  by  mai l  or  br ing i t  to  your  

o f f ice?   

No.  A l l  app l icat ions ,  inc lud ing attachme nts ,  must  be  submi t ted  on l ine 

at  the  CDFW WebGrant s  webs i te .   

Can CDFW suggest  pro ject  par tner s  that  can he lp develop a pro ject  

fo r  an  appl icant?  

Due to  the  compet i t ive  nature of  the  sol ic i tat ion,  CDFW i s  unab le  to  

o f fer  project  deve lopment guidance to  appl icant s  wh i le  the  

so l ic i tat ion  i s  open .  

https://watershedgrants.wildlife.ca.gov/
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Can I  copy and resubmit  my appl icat ion  f rom last  year  under  the 

cur rent  2020  So l ic i tat ion?  

Yes ,  you may . However ,  there  have been some changes to  the  

app l icat ion  f rom last  year .  Be  prepared to  rev iew every  form and add 

or  update  in format ion  as  needed.  Note  that  the  B udget  forms wi l l  not  

be  copied over .  I t  i s  your  respons ib i l i ty  to  ensure  that  your  app l icat ion  

i s  complete  and accurate .  

As an el ig ib le  appl icant ,  can I  submit  more than one proposal in  

response to the So l ic i tat ion?  

Yes .  The  program wi l l  eva luate each submit ted  proposal  

independent ly  and on i t s  ind iv idua l  mer i t .  

I  want  to  submit  a  proposal  appl icat ion with  more than one Pro ject  

Type.  I s  th i s  a l lowable?   

Yes .  However ,  an  app l icant  must  ident i fy  in  the app l icat ion  the  one 

project  type that  best  descr ibes  the  proposed project  and wi l l  be 

rev iewed and scored on th at  project  type. I f  more than one project  

type i s  incorporated into a  proposa l  a l l  appl icable Guidel ine  

documents  and in format ion  must  be  prov ided.   

Wil l  a  pro ject  requ ired as  mit igat ion  or  other  compl iance obl igat ions  

be e l ig ible  for  funding  in  th is  program?  

No.  Fund ing cannot  be  used for  pro ject s  requi red  to meet  requi red  

env i ronmental  mit igat ion  o r  compl iance  measures.   S imi lar ly ,  any  

project  that  i s  under  an  en forcement act ion  by a  regula tory  agency  

w i l l  not  be  cons idered for  funding.  

Why i s  my waterway a nd/or  watershed not  inc luded in  the 2020  FRGP 

Focus Water shed Table? How can I  get  the watershed added to  the 

table?  
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I t  takes  a  coord inated e f for t  of  S tate  and Federal  agencies  to  develop  

the  FRGP Focus  Table  and most ly  pr ior  to  the  So l ic i tat ion  re lease .  

Suggest ions  on  add ing a  waterway  and/or  water shed in to  a  future  

tab le  may  be sent  to  the  appropr iate recovery  p lan  coordinator  ( see 

contact s  in  Appendix  B  o f  the  Guide l ines ) .   

Can I  use Habitat  Restorat ion  and Enhancement  Act  (HRE)  approval  in  

l ieu o f  a  Lake and St reambed A lterat ion ,  i f  my project  includes  

dewater ing and f i sh  exclusion/relocat ion?    

Yes .  An  appl icant  may  use HRE approva l  for  a  qual i f ied  project .  I f  

awarded funding,  the app l icant /grantee  wi l l  a l so  need to  obta in  any 

add it iona l ly  requi red  perm it s .   

I s  cost  share or  match requ ired for  me to  apply  to  your  program?  

No.  Neither  cost  share  nor  match  i s  requi red .  However ,  the  proport ion  

of  cost  share/match re lat ive  to  the tota l  pro ject  cost  i s  a ssessed po int s  

in  the scor ing cr i ter ia .  

What  cr i ter ia  are  used to  score proposals?  

The  cr i ter ia  used to  score  proposa l s  are  in  Appendix  C  of  the  

Guide l ines .  

I  want  to  charge less  overhead in  my budget  than a l lowed through  my 

N ICRA and use the uncla imed por t ion  as  cost  share or  match .  Can I  do 

that?  

No.  An  app l icant  or  subcontractor  that  a l ready has  a  federa l ly  

Negot iated Indi rect  Cost  Rate  Agreement  (N ICRA)  should  use the  

approved rate .  I f  the app l icant  does not  have a  federa l ly  approved 

rate ,  then  the prevai l ing federa l  de min imi s  rate  (10%) should be used.  

I t  i s  the  responsib i l i ty  o f  the  app l icant  to comply  with  a l l  appl icable  

laws and regulat ions for  thei r  project .  
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I s  i t  poss ib le  to  increase the requested funding amount  a fter  proposal  

appl icat ion  or  before , dur ing,  o r  a fter  the grant  execut ion?  

Due to  the  compet i t ive  process ,  grant  award  i s  l imited  to  the amount  

requested in  the  proposa l .  CDFW is  unab le  to  increase  the  requested 

funding amount .   

I f  awarded a grant ,  are  sub -recip ient s/subcont ractor s required to  

fo l low the same indirect  ru les  as  the grantee?  

Yes .  A l l  rec ip ient s  o f  the  grant  fund inc luding sub -

rec ip ient s/ subcontractor s must  fo l low the  same federa l  un i form 

guidance.  

Where can I  f ind more gu idance on interpret ing the Federa l  Un i form 

Guidance?  

The  Federal  Un i fo rm Guidance 20 17  (2  CFR 200)  i s  avai lable on  the  

E lect ron ic  Code of  Federal  Regulat ions  webs i te .  Add it ional  he lp fu l  

re sources  on  2  CFR 200  can  be found in  the F requent ly  Asked 

Quest ions  prepared by  the  Of f ice  of  Management and Budget .  

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=154859
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=154859

