TAC Meeting Minutes

October 20, 2009    9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
              Page 4

[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.png]Spill Prevention and Response




OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC)

                        Meeting Minutes


                  Hubbs-Seaworld Research Institute

                                          2595 Ingraham Street

October 20, 2009                   9:00 a.m. - 3:20 p.m.
San Diego, CA 92109
Attendance:

	Members
	Agency Representatives
	DFG/OSPR Participants
	Guests
	Constituents

	Stephen Ricks
	Linda Scourtis
	Tena Rakela
	Stephen Edinger
	Bob Poole
	

	Michael Ziccardi
	Don Hermanson
	Charlena Hayes
	Marguerite Diaz
	John Betz
	

	Matt Rezvani
	Robin Blanchfield
	Marion Boyd
	Steve Sawyer
	Peggy Trinko
	

	Joan Lundstrom
	
	Joy Lavin-Jones
	Jayson Smith
	Vanessa Cooke
	

	Laura Kovary
	Arturo Perez
	Jeff Poteet
	Mike Coyne
	Tom Barton
	

	R. Mitchel Beauchamp
	Jesse Stewart
	
	
	
	

	Thomas Ford
	Renee McKinnon
	
	
	
	

	John Berge
	
	
	
	
	


I. INTRODUCTIONS
 Stephen L. Edinger (Administrator), OSPR
· Attendee introductions including those participating by telephone

· Mr. Edinger handed the meeting off to Mr. Steve Ricks, TAC Chairman.
· Mr. Steve Ricks announced a change in procedures for public comment.  Public comment will now be taken after each agenda 
item.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES


                                                                             Stephen Ricks (Chairman), TAC
· Robin Blanchfield suggested that the minutes do not include verbatim agency reports as provided in hard copy.  The minutes should reflect a summary of the report and include the following statement “This report is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record”.  Then attach the report to the minutes, and post on the website.

· Tena Rakela requested edit on Page 7, under Expense Condition and Budget Update, change “current year expenditures”  to  “three year average expenditures.”
(
 Laura Kovary motioned to approve minutes with edits, Mike Ziccardi seconded, unanimously approved.
III. OSPR UPDATE



                                                                                         Stephen Edinger, OSPR
· OSPR requested DOF audit to look at fee-payers and BOE.  DOF provided seven different audits (BOE, DCOR, Kinder Morgan, Pacific Operators, Pacific Offshore Inc. Arquello Inc., and the OSPAF) which were received during the third week of October.  There are no irregularities.  OSPR will make available the OSPAF audit (July 1, 2006 – September 30, 2009).  Other audits are not considered public documents.  Was not able to correlate between other agencies and OSPR (i.e.; State Lands).  There should be a direct correlation to what is put into the OSPAF.
(
Regulations:  New regulation for six hour reporting which affects Port Hueneme and a portion of the Santa Barbara Channel (Southbound lane is in California State waters).  Administrator wants to make sure there are not unintended consequences of this new regulation.

· Clean Pacific – September 2009:  OSPR, Captain Doug, Berry McFarland participated in Cosco Busan Panel (250-300 people).  By far the most popular event there.  California will be hosting the next Clean Pacific in 2011.  
· California Oil Spill Contingency Plan was sent out for review.  Comments are under review and will be finalized sometime in November.
· OSPR instituted an internal policy that OSPR or a Natural Resources Trustee will be the designated environmental trustee under OPA 90 at an incident.
· San Francisco Treasure Island Incident – August 2009.  Retired Navy tug, now owned by a non-profit organization which sunk at its slip near Pier 1 on the east side of Treasure Island.  Less than a barrel was lost of red-dye diesel.  This incident did not require a fisheries closure.  The non-profit did not have the capability to pay for cleanup for this incident and it was federalized, with a cost of approximately $1 million.   OSPR established a twitter account to provide factual information on this incident to the public quicker, and intends to use twitter on future incidents.
· Bureau of State Audits:  OSPR provided a final response on August 28, 2009, and have not heard back.
· John Turner will be retiring this year.  Position will be filled.
· September 12, 2009 the Administrator was confirmed by the Senate.
IV. AGENCY REPORTS

                                                   

· California Coastal Commission (CCC)
 Robin Blanchfield

For its TAC agency report, the CCC submitted its report.

▪
In November 2009, Clean Seas, in coordination with USCG, Coastal Commission, and State Lands, is expected to submit 
a proposal to MMS to change their configuration of oil spill response vessels.  CCC will be reviewing for consistency with 
permitting.


▪
Australia Incident:  A well blowout continuing to spill oil.  During the response a large amount of dispersants were used. 
There are allegations that there have been dispersant affects on fish and wildlife.  Mike Ziccardi will research the affects.  
CCC is looking at whether this can occur in California waters with the offshore platforms (new and extended reach 
platforms).


This report is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record. 

· State Lands Commission (SLC)
Don Hermanson

For its TAC agency report, the SLC submitted its report.

▪
Prevention First Conference dates have changed to October 19-20, 2010


▪
AB 248 – signed into law by the Governor.  There will be a presentation on AB 248 at SLC’s Northern California Customer 
Service Meeting on October 28, 2009.  SLC invited participants to attend the meeting.
  
This report is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record.
San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (










· BCDC)
           Linda Scourtis

For its TAC agency report, BCDC submitted its report.


▪
San Francisco Harbor Safety Committee: Primary issue is switching to low sulfur fuel is of great concern.


▪
Dredging Issues Group:  Discussions focus on realigning some portions of the federal channels to follow the natural depth 
contours of the Bay.  Two possible locations:  Pinole/Shoul area, and dredging a new area more to the center of the 
Carquinez Strait. Environmental implications are being addressed.


▪
Area Contingency Committee:  The San Francisco Area Salvage and Marine Fire Fighting Committee were briefed on 
potential places of refuge staff in an effort to provide them with an understanding of their functions in response, and to 
provide where vessels in distress can go.

▪
Richmond Inter-Harbor Drill – Testing for selection of a local government representative and how that person will fit within 
the incident command and volunteers can assist during the response. 

  
This report is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record.
· United States Coast Guard (USCG)
     Renee McKinnon/Arturo Perez



For its TAC agency report, USCG submitted its report.


▪
USCG responded to four oil spills in California


▪
Arturo Perez will be on the USCG Innovation Council, Virginia Beach in November to look at oil spill innovations and 
provide information to colleagues.


▪
Abandoned Vessel Subcommittee:  Looking at the issues to improve abandoned vessels recovery where spills can occur 
in the water.  A database on known abandoned vessels includes: what is onboard, condition of the vessel, etc.

  
This report is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record.
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Not in attendance - No report submitted 


















V. FUND CONDITION AND BUDGET UPDATE  
      Tena Rakela, OSPR                                                            

Budget handouts provided
· Fund 320:  08/09 FY

▪
Revenue: $32 million, down from previous year by 6%.  BOE revenue was down 4% and COFR revenue down by 


12% (anticipated because COFR low year).


▪
Expenditures:  $34.8 million, less by $1.5 million from previous year. Spent 91% of budget with, $2.2 million savings 


(includes furlough savings). SLC spent 86% of budget with a $1.6 million savings.  Overall Fund 320 savings over the 


previous year is $3.8 million; however, expenditures still outweigh revenue by $2.8 million.
· Fund 320 Projections for 09/10 based on a three year average (will change monthly)

▪
Expenditures:  Appropriations are higher due to:



*
Approved BCP for aircraft maintenance $152,000 with Department of Fish and Game Headquarters



*
SLC has two approved BCP: Two year consultant service contract $120,000 for MOTEMS; $184,000 for capitol 



outlay for drawings done by DGS for relocations of their Huntington Beach office.



*
OEHHA:  $125,000 to provide recommendation to DFG on fish closure during an oil spill.



Fund balance will drop by $5 million by end 09/10 FY, which does not reflect furlough projected savings of $1.7 million for 


OSPR and SLC savings projections which were not provided.
· Fund 321:  08/09 FY

▪
Revenue: Down $1.1 million from previous year.


▪
Expenditures: Down by $1.1 million from previous year.
· Fund 321 Projections for 09/10 based on a three year average (will change monthly)

▪
Expenditures:  



*
124 marine cases have been billed year-to-date for $4.6 million:  Received $1.1 million in payments leaving $3.4 



outstanding.



*
OSPR will do a yearly analysis of billed to received/outstanding.



*
OWCN increase of funding from $1.3 to $1.5 million in 09/10.
· Fund 207:  08/09 FY

▪
Revenue: Down $16,000 from previous year  
-
▪
Expenditures:  Down by $271,000 – overspent budget by $234,000
· Fund 207 Projections for 09/10 based on a three year average (will change monthly)

▪
Revenue:  Will increase with fines, penalties and settlements

▪
Expenditures:


*
$234,000 furlough savings


*
157 active inland cases to date. $1.7 million outstanding 



*
48 cases pending for approximate $224,000



*
Current recovery rate is approximately 30-50%





· 
· 
· 
· 
VI. EFFECTS OF FURLOUGHS ON PROGRAMS FUNDED BY OSPAF
    Stephen Edinger, OSPR
· Administrative Staff:  Taking standard furlough days (1st three Friday’s of the month).  Supervisor’s approval required to work on furlough days.  Administrative work takes more time due to furloughs.

· Field Response Personnel (Scientific Staff, OSPSs, etc.):  Floating furlough with up to two years to take upon coordination with Supervisor.  Concern to Administrator in the event of a large response, with furloughs and/or vacations may have staff taking longer times off which could affect response due to availability.  During a spill response, furloughs can be suspended; however, days suspended have to be used within two years.
· SLC:  Differences between OSPR and SLC.  Do not bank furlough days to take within two years.  Furloughs are self-directed, however, the three days have to be taken within each month.

· OSPR staff is expected to respond furloughs or not.

· If OSPR staff needs to secure a second job on a furlough day, they are still expected to respond and the second job cannot be in conflict with OSPR.


VII. LEGISLATION/REGULATIONS UPDATE



                                    
     Joy Lavin-Jones, OSPR
(
Legislation:

▪
AB 166:  Passed in September 2009 – originally a Senate Bill which was vetoed by the Governor in 2008:  Language added for an abandoned vessel turn in program which allows for funding through California Boating and Waterways (Abandoned Watercraft Abandonment Fund).  Counties to come up with ways to use the funding to collect abandoned vessels and have a turn in program to turn into the local government.
▪
AB 1442:  A large omnibus bill which includes many changes to the Fish and Game and Government Codes, clarifies provisions relating to submission of a wildlife rehabilitation plan after an oil spill, and corrects an inaccuracy in the definition of non-persistent oil.
▪
AB 305:  This bill is to make inland and marine spill failure to report penalties consistent.
▪
AB 248:  A State Lands Commission bill which OSPR has been tracking, which requires that additional information be reported to the SLC related to the ballast water treatment system used by the vessel.
▪
AB 1518 and AB 783:  Died in the House of Origin.
(
OSPR Regulations:


▪
Tank Vessel COFR Application:  Cleanup application to correct type of tank vessel for LPG carrier.  LPG carriers will now 
be on non-tank application and not on tank vessel application.  A copy of the COFR certification will no longer need to be 
on the vessel (tank or non-tank).

▪
Independent Drill Monitor:  Cleaning up language to require an independent drill monitor if out-of-state drills conducted if 
they want to get California drill credits.


▪
Shoreline Protection Table: Attempting to make tables more consistent with each other; however, not a significant change.


▪
Technology Discussion in February 2009 – work groups developed and large report will be provided.  Report will provide 
discussions on best achievable protection vs. best achievable technology.


Suggestion: TAC review and comment on the Executive Summary of the report prior to publication as it is within their 
purview of the committee.


VIII. OSRO UNANNOUNCED DRILL PROGRAM






           Jeff Poteet, OSPR
· An application needs to be sent to OSPR and a unannounced drill will be setup by OSPR to include an initial two-hour 
response through a six hour response incorporating deployment of equipment and including sensitive sites in the area 
requested on the application to qualify for an OSRO rating in that ACP
· Additionally, there are unannounced equipment deployment drills conducted on an OSRO periodically as well as an 
unannounced six hour response drill to maintain their OSRO rating.  Partial ratings can be obtained for specific objectives and 
be re-drilled later to incorporate a rating for objectives failed.  If no objectives were met, company will not get a rating and 
cannot respond in the event of an incident.
IX. CARB Low Sulphur Fuel Switching regulation 
          Michael Coyne, OSPR

For the TAC, a PowerPoint Presentation with hardcopy of presentation provided.
· Regulation effective July 1, 2009 requiring low sulphur fuel for main engines, auxiliary engines, auxiliary boilers. 
· Exemptions to these regulations can be requested for the following:


▪
Experimental or Research


▪
Safety


▪
Essential Modifications

· A survey was completed in October 2009 on how low sulphur fuel switching affects vessel operations.
· A resolution was passed by the Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region recommending that CARB suspend enforcement of their financial penalties relating to fuel switching for a period of a year as “phase in” of the regulation, which is with the Administrator who intends to forward to the Air Resources Control Board. 
A hardcopy of the presentation is incorporated into these minutes by reference and attached hereto for the record. 

X. 2009/2010 TAC ISSUES
   TAC
· TAC wants follow-up on Best Achievable Technology

· TAC wants to follow-up on Convergent Volunteers

XI. ELECTION OF OFFICERS          
   TAC
· John Berg nominated Stephen Ricks for Chair, Mitchel Beauchamp seconded.  TAC unanimously voted

Stephen Ricks to Chair

· John Berg nominated Joan Lundstrom for Vice Chair, Mitchel Beauchamp seconded.  TAC unanimously voted

Joan Lundstrom to Vice Chair
XII. OLD/NEW BUSINESS              
 Stephen Ricks, (Chairman), TAC
· None
XIII. MEETING DATES             
 Stephen Ricks, (Chairman), TAC


XIV. Tuesday, January 19, 2010
· :  TBA (San Francisco or Army Corp. of Engineers at Bay Model in Sausalito)

Suggested meeting agenda items:

▪
AB 166

▪ 
TAC recommendation to write a letter to the Governor expressing that furloughs are not made mandatory during a 


response to a major event, so they are not be banked to be taken within the next two years.  John Berg will complete 


draft letter for discussion at the next TAC meeting or at an emergency meeting if necessary.

▪
Best Achievable Protection vs. Best Achievable Technology Report Discussion – If draft report available,


Joy Lavin‑Jones will provide.

▪
Update on CARB Fuel Switching Rules
ADJOURN

