
162

to ~3 in.

Six native  species 

clams or  are found on the 
California coast, but only one 

found in coarse, sandy mud in 

the open coast, they may be found 
near rocky points or reefs with 
small cobbles and coarse sand. 

Malibu Point, Los Angeles County, 

in Bodega and Tomales bays.

Distinguishing Characteristics

and bays, whitish along the 

of wavy brown lines or blotches 

prominent concentric ridges. 

Life History Notes

and bits of food suspended in 
the water. They are believed to 
spawn from late spring to early 
summer, and again in winter. The 

sediments.
Because of their short siphons, 

this species is generally found 

Harvesting is accomplished using 
rakes, shovels, garden hand forks, 
or trowels. Intertidal areas are 
usually targeted during daylight 

and are highly esteemed for food.
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