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White Crappie
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White Crappie
SCIENTIFIC NAME

OTHER COMMON NAMES

RANGE & HABITAT

LENGTH & WEIGHT

LIFESPAN

DIET & SUGGESTED BAIT/LURES

white crappie in California today are 

San Diego County. Progeny from 
this plant were introduced into 
Morena, Sweetwater, Hodges, 

reservoirs, in San Diego County. It 
wasn’t until 1951 that white crappie 
were successfully introduced into 
waters north of the Tehachapi 
Mountains. They are common in 
Clear Lake, Lake County, and in the 

Distinguishing Characteristics
Silvery white, with dark green 

vertical bars on sides. These bars 

Life History & Other Notes

general habitat as black crappie, 
however white crappie tolerate 

may outnumber black crappie in 
this type of habitat. Adult white 

crappie are fish-eaters. They need 
abundant forage fish coupled 
with heavy fishing to provide 
and maintain a desirable fishery. 

to overpopulate an area and 

crappie, but both reach the same 
general size.

Look for white crappie to 
gather in the shelter of submerged 
stumps and brush heaps during 
May or June.  
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