Russian River Volunteer Drought Initiative
Public Information Meeting

May 14”‘, 2015 Salmon Creek School, Occidental
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Pop Quiz

Gallons per day?
— 285
— 326
— 546
— 724
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Gallons per day?
— 285
— 326
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By The Numbers

Average Lawn
Weekly (3x)
Monthly

Yearly
650 Landowners

550

1,650
6,600
30,000
52,200,000
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Rich heritage of biodiversity
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Shared Resources

Low flow
no place to go...

Steelhead need adequate flow for winter
migration and summer rearing

AND

Clean gravel and cobble for spawning
Deep pools with large wood for shelter
Healthy riparian vegetation for shade and nutrients

Drought can interrupt the life cycle of all
salmonids, including steelhead

Winter low flows prevent adult steelhead from
reaching their native streams to spawn

Summer low flows decrease deep pool habitat
and disconnect miles of in-stream habitat
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Lake Sonoma...
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Are you affecting Streamflow?
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All landowners diverting surface or subsurface water from sprin
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Flow For Fish Rebate Program

Eligible projects are tanks (covers tank +
permit fee) and reservoir releases
(infrastructure costs only)

Tanks must be permitted; this would combine
infrastructure rebate w/ESDU expedited
permitting

Priority for projects that happen quickly

Contact Mary Ann King at or
510-649-9987
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What is a Voluntary Drought Initiative
Agreement (VDI)?

 An agreement between a landowner and
CDFW that lists water conservation actions
that will be taken during the drought

A VDI also includes access for monitoring and
fish rescue operations by CDFW personnel
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http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Inland-Fisheries/Projects/Russian-River-Coho

