
CEQA NOTICING REFERENCE FOR COUNTY CLERKS

Involved public agencies determine 
whether activity is CEQA “project”

No further action required under CEQANot a project

Public agencies determine if project is 
exempt

Project

Statutory or categorical exemption

One public agency becomes CEQA lead 
agency & other agencies become CEQA 

responsible agencies   

Lead agency prepares Initial Study to 
determine if EIR or Negative Declaration is 

appropriate

Negative Declaration

Lead agency considers & adopts Negative 
Declaration, then responsible agencies 

consider Negative Declaration

Public review 

Lead & responsible agencies each make 
independent determination on whether to 

approve project

EIR

Lead agency prepares draft EIR

Public review

Lead agency prepares & certifies final EIR

Lead agency files 
Notice of Preparation

of draft EIR 

Lead agency files 
Notice of Completion/Availability

of draft EIR

Lead agency files 
Notice of Intent

to adopt Negative Declaration  

Public agencies may file 
Notice of Exemption

County Clerk issues 
CDFW Environmental 

Filing Fee Receipt
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CEQA/Fees

Public review

Lead & responsible agencies each file
Notice of Determination
& in each case must:

pay CDFW filing fee,
provide filing fee receipt copy, or

provide CDFW issued No Effect Determination  

County Clerk issues 
CDFW Environmental 

Filing Fee Receipt
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CEQA/Fees

No possible significant effect


