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Foreword

California is an amazing place. From the Sierra Nevada to the Pacific coast, from the redwood forests to
the Mojave Desert, California is the most biologically diverse state in the country. Biodiversity measures
richness of life and California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s mission is to manage that richness of
life for future generations.

The state is facing a warming climate and a fourth year of historic drought threatening many species,
particularly native trout, salmon, and other inland fish. At the same time, California is the eighth largest
economy in the world, and home to Silicon Valley, the birth of the aerospace industry, and Hollywood,
just to name a few common references. We must have a solid plan in place to navigate the challenges
ahead.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife is proud to present the first major revision to the State
Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP 2015). SWAP 2015 includes conservation actions that respond to current
and future challenges with objectives and goals that are specific, measurable, and time bound. The
conservation strategies consider the anthropogenic pressures imposed by the legitimate need for food,
housing, transportation, and recreation, taken together with the recognition of limited funding and
time. The strategies focus on restoring ecological function and processes capable of withstanding the
stresses imposed by a changing environment. Collaboration and partnerships will be imperative to
implementing these strategies.

SWAP 2015 is a product of many individuals and organizations. More than 300 people and 40
organizations worked across 200 meetings to pull together this update. Every one of them deserves a
big thank you. The document has received incredible public participation and scrutiny. We are grateful
to all who helped in its development, and look forward to the continued collaboration needed to
succeed in conserving California’s tremendous biodiversity.

Wallace Stegner, a great native son, once remarked, “One cannot be pessimistic about the West. This is
the native home of hope.” California has always been a land of hope, dreams, and optimism, all of which
we will need to safeguard the state’s fish and wildlife for the future. Stegner also reminds us it is
possible as Californians, “to create a society to match its scenery.” At California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, we have a duty to ensure the state’s fish and wildlife and the habitats upon which they depend
will be here and healthy for our children, their children, and so on. The 2015 update to the State Wildlife
Action Plan will help us meet that challenge.

Charlton H. Bonham
Director
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SWAP 2015 Document Structure

SWAP 2015 provides an ecosystem approach for conserving California’s fish and wildlife resources by
identifying strategies intended to improve conditions of Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)
and the habitats upon which they depend (see Figure 1 of the Executive Summary). CDFW designed
SWAP 2015 to guide resource managers, conservation partners, and the public in how they can directly
or indirectly participate in conserving California’s precious natural heritage. This section provides an
overview of the structure of SWAP 2015 to help readers navigate through the document and find
information. Key terms are defined in the text box on page 8.

SWAP 2015 is organized as follows:

a Executive Summary provides a summary of: the vision for wildlife conservation in California;
statewide goals; the process used to develop conservation strategies based on an ecosystem
approach; conservation targets and strategies for seven provinces and anadromous fish; statewide
summary; plans for integration and implementation; and process for adaptive management and
monitoring.

a Chapter 1 provides an introduction to SWAP 2015. The challenge of sustaining biodiversity, a
summary of CDFW responsibility, and the vision for California wildlife conservation are described.
Chapter 1 also explains the requirements for updating SWAP, summarizes major changes since the
original 2005 SWAP, and describes the analytical approach used in the 2015 update.

a Chapter 2 describes California’s natural diversity, identifies SGCN and the criteria used to evaluate
species and habitat conditions, and addresses major pressures and stresses currently affecting the
SGCN and their habitats.

a Chapter 3 describes the existing conservation approaches in the state, including the major
regulations protecting natural resources, CDFW planning tools, and major conservation programs.

a Chapter 4 presents the statewide goals of SWAP 2015 and broad, state-level conservation
strategies that will be implemented to achieve the desired conservation outcomes.

a Chapter 5 is divided into seven sections that describe for each geographic province the
conservation targets, SGCN and other focal species, KEAs, stresses, pressures, and conservation
strategies, including goals and objectives for the provinces.

a Chapter 6 focuses on conservation strategies developed for anadromous fish in California.

a Chapter 7 describes how SWAP 2015 will be integrated with other programs and coordinated with
partners for the implementation, including through companion plans.

a Chapter 8 describes the monitoring plan for the conservation strategies, including the mandate for
CDFW to use monitoring and adaptive management. It also presents a summary of the effectiveness
evaluation of how SWAP 2005 was implemented. The chapter describes how the recommendations
from the SWAP 2005 evaluation have been integrated into SWAP 2015. Rationales for selecting
conservation strategies presented in SWAP 2015 and a framework for monitoring the effectiveness
of the strategies are also described.
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SWAP 2015 Document Structure

a Chapter 9 provides the list of preparers of SWAP 2015.
a Chapter 10 provides bibliographic references used in each chapter.
a Chapter 11 provides a glossary of major terms used in SWAP 2015.

a Several appendices accompany SWAP 2015 to provide more detailed information and extensive
tables that support the document.

a Database files created during the development of SWAP 2015 to compile and evaluate ecological
information and to create strategies can be accessed at: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/SWAP/.

Figure A provides a “roadmap” to the document illustrating how SWAP 2015 is organized.

If questions arise regarding the use of SWAP 2015, please email SWAP@wildlife.ca.gov.
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Figure A

SWAP 2015 Document Structure
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