
Los Angeles County Superior Court, "Judgment Granting Peremptory Writ 
of Mandate, Friends of the Santa Clara River v. Castaic Lake Water Agency, 

Case No. BS056954" (October 25, 2002) 
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.•. 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF"CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

FRIENDS OF THE Case No. BS O_~6954 

SANTA CLARA RIVER. 

Petitioner,

v/
 IDDGMENT GRANTING
 
PEREMPTORY WRIT OF 

MANDATECASTArC LAKE WATER AGENCY. 

Respondent. 
On Remand from the COU1't ofAppeal--------------_/ 

JIJe/.f.JnJcnt CirantJilg Paremptory !WT/{ ofMand.Jle 
;:-. 

~~Tm~H-~pw~~B uesn~ c12E: =20 cO l>1 rH 
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The heal-illg on the merits of the petition for writ ofmalldate was held on June l2. 

2000, before the Honorable David P, Yaffe, Petitioner Friends of the Santa Clara River 

(Ft-iends) was represented b~ attorney Susan Brandt-Ha.wley a~~ respondent Castaic Lake 

Water Agency eCLWA) was re.presented by attorneys Raben ~. Clark and R. Bruce 

Tepper. TIle court considered the briefs filed by the parties, the aJ.'guments of counsel, and 

the administrative record ofproceedings. and took the case under submission. 

On August 16.2000. Judgment was entered denying the petitiol1 in its entirety. An 

appeal was timely filed on ~ctobe:r 16. 2000. The Fourth Divi~ion of tbe Second District 

Court of Appeal issued a 51i~ opinion in Civil Case Number 145283 on January 10.2002, 

and at the request of the National Audubon Society and the Arocncan Planning 

Association cCl'1:i.fied the opiinioll for publication on FebruatY 6~ 2002. (Friends Oflbr: 

Santa Clara RiYI:r v. Castaic LaJa: WarerAge.l1cy(2002) 95 Cal.App.4th 1373.) The Court 

of Appeal reversed the judgment and ordered that "the trial court shall issue a writ of 

mandate vacating the certification of the ErR. shall retain jurisdiction until respondent 

certifies an ETR compJying ~rith CEQA consistent with the vie~s expressed 1n this 

opinion, and shall considcr ~uch orders it deems appropriate ul1der [Public: Resources 

Code] section 21168.9:' 

.. CL\VA filed a petitiOlll for review with the California Su"preme Court on February 
. -

19,2002, in Casc Number S 104550, whic:h was summarily de9ied on Apri117, 2002. The.: 

remittitur issued from the C~urt ofAppeal on May 3.2002. 

On September 24,2002. at 9:30 a.m.• the parties' proposed fonns ofjudgment and 

writ on remand were consid~red by the Honorable David P. Yaffe. Friends was 
, 

represented by attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley and CLWA was'i:'cpresented by attorneys 

Robert H. Clark and R. Bru~e Tepper. The court considered the briefs filed by the parties 

and the arguments ofcouns~l, and, 
... 

WHEREFORE, GOroD CAUSE APPEARING, _. 

Judgment GraIJrinJJ Pr:rcmplory IWnr of.Mand8ce 

qt. t 0 - S l. S - L 0 £. 
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IT IS ORDERED THAT THE TENTATIVE RULING IS ADOPTED: 

1. The judgment of this court denyillg the petition fot" writ of Inandate, signed and
 

filed on AugllSt 16, 2000, is vacated.
 

2. A perelnptol'Y wri~ ofmandate shall issue ordering respondent Castaic Lake
 

Water Agency to set aside its certification, made on March 29, 1999, afthe Final
 

Environmental Impact Report published in February 1999.
 

3. The Court rerainsjurisdiction until respondent CastaiF Lake Water Agency 

ccttifics an Environmental I;npact Report that complies with the Califo\1'lia Environmental 

Quality Act and is cansistcIrt with the views expressed by the Court ofAppeal Opinion 

filed January 10, 2002, CaseNo.B145283. 

4. nu~ Court finds tbilt petitioner is the prevailing party"in this proceeding. 

S. The Court is jnfo~ed that petitioner and respondent have fully and finally settled 

the outstanding issue ofpetjtio~er'sclaim for attorney fees aod.costs illcun'ed in this action 

to date both in this Court an.d in the Court ofAppeal, pursuant to CCP § 1021.5 and on a1 I 

other bases whatsoever, for~he compromise sum of$215,000.00, and the Court accepts 

said settlement. 
, 

6. Petitioner requests that the Court also prohibit respondent from using any of the 

41,000 acre feet of additional Wa.ter allotted to it from the subj~~t State Wa[er Project. 

Petitioner contends that the said water will be used to approve liew development thllt will 

not be able to be reversed ira Final EnvironmentJlI Impact Report is not certified. 

Respondent contends that such fl prohibition would prevc:nt it fi'om meeting the existing 

water needs in tbe area it scivices. Both contentions appear to:be speculative at this time. 

Respondent will not be pro~ibited from using the water to which it is entitled, but 
.•. 

petitioner may renew its appJieat;oll for such prollibition based~~lpon evidence of the <lctual 
I .. ... 

usc of such additional watelf for purposes it considers improper. 

Jud/lnJenr Gronling Peremptory'Writ ofMundale 
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Approved as to fann: 

Date: October r, 2002 

~R~~" ~.OV
SusaiiBrai1t-'flaw y --------
Attorney for Petitioner 

Date: .ocr 2 5 200Z 

'-'- "" 
.. -)).... 

Approved as to fann: 

Date: October 8'. 2002 

'J~].DiAk 
Rabc11 H. Clark 
Attorney for Respondc:nt 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

David P. Yam.." _
 
Honorable David P. vitre .
 
Judge ofthe Superior Court':
 

.: 

-_...._------_._-------- ------------'------
Judgment Granting Pr:n:mptory Writ orMal1datc 
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