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Rature and Scope of Surveys

Durineg the late Spring of 1991 a survey was conducted of a section of the
Santa Clara River and 1its tributaries in the vicinity of Valencia, California
to determine presence or absence of least Bell's vireo. Numbers of all specles
observed were noted, and special attention was placed on locating species
considered rare and endangered. :

Each survey was conducted on foot hv ohservers well acquainted with hoth
visual and auditory patterns of Southern California birds. A}} surveys occurred
between 6 and 10 a.m. and at a time of vear whern breeding birds are active. A
taped voice of Least Bell's Vireo was plaved pveriodically to elicit response from
territorial males during all surveys.

To facilitate survevs, the area was divided into eight sections (Figure 1).
Delineation of the eight areas and comments on each follow.

Area 1. Santa Clara River, I-5 to the mouth of Castalc Creek and Castaic Creek
from this confluence to State Route 126.

Length of area, 4.0 miles. The Santa Clara River flows continuously
in this section and is aupmented by the Valencia wastewater outfall near the
upstream end of this section. Riparian vegetation is well developed. Ponds
have been created for cultivation of water cress along a portion of the stream.
Fxcept for a short sectlon adiacent to the Santa Clara River, this section of
Castaic Creek is dry. An oi}) spil)l during the winter of 1991 affected this

section of the Santa Clara River.

Area 2. Santa Clara River, I-3 to McBean Parkway

Lenpgth of area, 1.4 wmiles. The Santa (lara River flows continuously
in this section and riparfan vepetation is well developed. Ponds have heen
created for cultivation of water cress along a portion of the stream. An oil
spil} during the winter of 1991 affected ahout 1/4th of this section of the Santa

Clara River.
Area 3. Santa Clara River, McBean Parkway to Boquet Canyon Road.

Length of area, 1.2 miles. Water, supplied by the Saupvs wastewater
outfall at Roquet Canvon bridge, is continuous in this section of the Santa Clara

River.

Area 4. Santa Clara River, Boquet Canyon Road upstream to DWP transmission
lines.
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Length of area, 2.3 miles. This section of the Santa Clara River showed
signs of spring flooding but was totally dry during this study. There were
almost no wet riparian species in this area owing to the lack of permanent water.

Area 5. Castaic Creek, Route 126 to Interstate 5.

Leneth of area, 2.5 miles. Although there was evidence of sprine
flooding, the only water during this study was two small pockets of runoff from
culverts at the northern end of the area and puddles left from spring floods near

Route 126.

Area 6. San Francisquito Creek, from Santa Clara River upstream 2.5 miles.

Length of area, 2.5 miles. This section was drv except for the section
below Newhall Ranch Road which was continuously wet due to runoff from the nearby

industrial park.

Area 7. South Fork of Santa Clara River, McBean Parkway to Mapic Moumtain
Parkway (Route 126).

Length of area, 1.0 miles. Although runoff water from the park enters
this section of the river, the channel 1is narrow and very sandvy. ‘Lack of
ricarian vegetation keeps bird numhers low.

Area 8. South Fork of Santa Clara River, Route 126 to Newhall Creek.

Length of area, 1.8 miles. This section of the river was dry except
for damp areas formed bv runoff from three culverts along the west side of the
creek and one culvert on the east side of the creek. Cattails are developed in
pockets supported hy runoff from adjacent housing and these supported redwings
and other riparian species.

Observations

Rird ohservations are listed in Tahle 1. FEiphtv species of hirds were
observed during the surveys, manv of which were migrants. With few exceptions,
numbers of species and Iindividuals were comparable with ohservations in past
vears. Construction on the McBean Parkway bridge over the Santa Clara River
eliminated nesting under this bridee by C1iff and Rough—-winged Swallows and the
use of the bridge as a roost bv Barn Owl. The numhers of wet riparian species
along the Santa Clara river were similar to ohservations in past vyears,
indicating that the oil spill that occurred during the winter had little residual
effect. More ohvious was the reduction In numbers of drv riparian species such
as Bewick's wrens and vellow-breasted chats. This was due to die off along
several sections of the Santa Clara River and 1its tributaries of dense stands
of willow and cottonwood. This die off was apparently due to a lowered water
table in the fourth vear of an extended drought. The result was large stands
of dead trees, especially noticeable along San Francisquito Creek, Castaic Creek,
and the upper section of the Santa Clara River above the Roauet Canvon Road

bridge .

Birds considered rare or endangered or Species of Special Concern that were
observed are as follows:



Least Bell's Vireo

A sinpgle vireo was ohserved and heard singing its territorial song on May
12. The site was visgited again on Mav 21st to confirm the first sipghting. The
vireo was still present and sinping. The site, along the Santa Clara river west
of Interstate 5, is near Castaic Junction and 1s the same site at which vireos
were found in 1987 by RECON surveys of the Santa Clara River. The site is not
far from where a single vireo was observed during surveys in 1990,

The site is {n a dense willow stand near the edge of a watercress pond along
the north side of the Santa Clara River near Castalc Junction (see Fig. 1). The
presence of a newly formed artificial pond for srowing water cress has stahbilized
the water level in the area and caused a moistening of the surrounding soil with
the result that annual plant growth heneath thbhe willows is lush and a cattail
marsh has developed In the area.

Yellow Warbler

The vellow warhler 1s considered a second prioritv Species of Special
Concern by the State of California. Yellow warblers prefer wet riparian habitat
but are also found in large cottonwoods in drier riparian areas. Singing vellow
warhlers were observed along nearlv every section of river surveyed {Table 1).
Manv of tbhe hirds ohserved were probably misrants and this species is known to
sing its territorial sonpg during mipgration. For instance, 17 yellow warblers were
observed along Castaic Creek on May 10th but only 3 hirds were found singing
during surveys on May 21. It is clear that some vellow warblers nest along the
Santa Clara River and its tributaries. However, in order to determine exact
numbers, survevs need to bhe conducted fn late may and earlv June after migrating
birds bave left the area.

Yellow—-breasted Chat

The yellow-breasted chat is considered a Second Priority Species of Special
Concern by the State of California. Chats were observed gparingly along the wet
sections of the Santa Clara River. Fewer chats were ohserved than in previous
years. This may be due to floodinp or to some destruction of riparian vegetation
west of Interstate 5 caused by the winter oil spvill into the strean.

Summer Tanager

The summer tanager 1is considered a Second Prioritv Species of Special
Concern by the State of California. A single summer tanager was observed in a
cottonwooed grove along the Santa Clara River just west of Interstate 5. At this
location there is a well developed dry riparian habitat next to the Wagic
Mountain employee parking area. Summer tanagers were ohserved in this area in
1990 also.

Cooper's Hawk

The Cooper's Hawk 1s considered a Third Priority Species of Special Concern
by the State of California. Single Cooper's hawks were ohserved along San
Francisquito Creek and along the Santa Clara River just above Interstate 5. This
species is a resident species which nests and bunts in riparian woodland habitat,
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Table 1. Bird Observatiovns along the Santa Clara River and its Tributaries, 1991,

Area 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 ]
Species: Survev Date 5/12 5/7 5/3 5/3 5/10 5710 5/7 5/7

Cattle Egret

Snowy Egret
Green—backed Heron
Mzallard

Turkey Vulture

Cooper 's Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red—talled Hawk

Kestrel

California OQuail

Sara Rail

Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper
Domestic Pigeon
Mourning Nove
Roadrunner

Great Horned 0wl

Vaux's Swift

Black—ch. Humingbird
Anna's Humminghird
Acorn Woodpecker
Nuttall's Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Nlive—~sided Flycatcher
Pac. Slope Flycatcher
Vestern Wood--Pewee
Hammond's Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Ash—-throated Flycatcher
RBlack Phoebe

Western Kingbird

Horned Lark
No.Rough-winged Swallow
Barn Swallow

Cliff Swallow 90
Scrub Jav 25
Common Crow 11
Common Raven 13
Plain Titmouse 12 -
Rushtit 14 -
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Tahle 1f(cont.). BRird Ohservations along the Santa Clara River and its
Tributaries, 1991,

Area 1 2 3 4 5 h 7 R
Species: Survev Date 5/12  5/7 5/3 5/3 5/10  5/10 5/7 5/7
Bewick's Wren 46 5 B b 3 13 5 3
House Wren ) - - 1 - 1 - -
Swainson's Thrush 6é - - - B 5 - 1
Northern Mockinghird 2 - 2 3 - 4 2 7
Wrentit 2 - 1 - 1 -~ - -
California Thrasher 7 5 p) 24 8 3 1 -
Cedar Waxwing 15 - - - - - - -
Phainopepla 3 - - 2 2 - - -
Furopean Starling 31 2 - 35 5 6 - 6
Bell®s Vireo 1 - - - - - - -
Warbling Vireo 6 3 - 2 10 1 1 1
Orange—crowned Warbler 1 - - 2 2 3 - -
Nashville Warbler 2 - - 3 - - - -
Yellow Warbler 23 8 2 2 17 4 - 4
Yellow—rumped Warhler =~ - - - 1 - - -
Black-thr. Gray Warbler - - - 2 - - - -
Townsend's Warbler 2 - - 2 - - - -
Bermit Warbhler - - - 3 - - - -
Macpillivray's Warbler - - - 3 1 - - -
Cowmon Yellowthroat 13 - -~ 2 6 1 - 1
Wilson's Warbler 34 12 31 1% 48 18 1 10
Yellow—hreasted Chat 1 1 1 - - - - -
Summer Tanager 1 - - - - - - -
Western Tanager 14 2 - 2 4 1 - 2
Blue Grosheak 2 3 4 - - 1 - -
Black~headed Grosbeak 24 20 6 9 10 2 3 4
Lazuli Bunting - - - 2 2 1 - -
Rufous—sided Towhee 14 3 4 4 11 5 1 1
California Towhee 5 -~ ? 11 - 12 - -
Song Sparrow 112 30 39 - 9 7 12 24
White—-crowned Sparrow =~ - - 3 - - -~ -
Yellow—headed Blackbird 1 - - - - - - -
Red—winged Blackbird 111 1 2 - 1 10 2 6
Western Meadowlark - - - 1 - - - -
Brown—headed Cowbird 36 16 12 3 16 4 5 13
Northern Oriole A 6 ~ 9 6 11 - 5
House Finch 9 7 - 5 9 13 14 27
Americap Goldfinch 4 - - - - - - -
Lesser Goldfinch 6 - - 7 5 11 - 10
House Sparrow - - 6 7 - - -
No. of Species ' 59 32 29 45 40 40 19 29






