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Nature and Scope of Surveys 

D u r i n ~  t h e  l a t e  S p r i n g  of 1991 a  su rvey  was conducted o f  a  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
S a n t a  Cla ra  R i v e r  and i ts  t r i b u t a r i e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  V a l e n c i a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  
t o  determine p resence  o r  absence of l e a s t  R e l l ' s  v i r e o .  Numhers of a l l  s ~ e c i e s  
observed were no ted ,  and s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  was p laced  on l o c a t l n p  s p e c i e s  
cons idered  r a r e  and e n d a n ~ e r e d .  

Each survev  was conducted on f o o t  hv o h s e r v e r s  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  hoth  

v i s u a l  and a u d i t o r y  p a t t e r n s  of Southern C a l i f o r n i a  b i r d s .  A l l  s u r v e y s  occur red  

between 6 and 10 a.m. and a t  a t ime  of v e a r  when b r e e d i n g  h i r d s  a r e  a c t i v e .  A 

taped vo ice  of L e a s t  Rell's V i r e o  was played p e r i o d i c a l l v  t o  e l i c i t  r e s p o n s e  from 

t e r r i t o r i a l  males  d u r i n g  a l l  su rveys . .  


To f a c i l i t a t e  s u r v e y s ,  t h e  a r e a  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  e i e h t  s e c t i o n s  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  

D e l i n e a t i o n  of t h e  e i ~ h t  a r e a s  and comments on each  fol low.  


Area 1. Santa Clara River, 1-5 to the mouth of Castaic Creek and Castaic Creek 
from th i s  confluence t o  State Route 126. 

Lennth of a r e a ,  4.0 miles. The Santa  C l a r a  F f v e r  f lows  c o n t i n u o ~ l s l v  
i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and i s  a u p e n t e d  hy t h e  Va lenc ia  was tewate r  o u t f a l l  n e a r  t h e  
upstream end of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  R i p a r i a n  v e g e t a t f o n  i s  w e l l  developed. Ponds 
have been c r e a t e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  wa te r  cress a l o n p  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t ream.  
Except f o r  a s h o r t  s e c t i o n  a d i a c e n t  t o  t h e  San ta  C l a r a  R i v e r ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  
C a s t a i c  Creek is  dry.  An o i l  s p i l l  d u r i n e  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1991 a f f e c t e d  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  Santa  C l a r a  River .  

Area 2. Santa Clara River, 1-5 t o  UcBean Parkway 

L e n ~ t h  of a r e a ,  1.4 m i l e s .  The San ta  C l a r a  R i v e r  f lows  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
i n  th1.s s e c t i o n  and r i v a r i a n  v e e e t a t i o n  i s  w e l l  developed. Ponds have been 
c r e a t e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  c r e s s  a l o n n  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t ream.  An o i l  
s p i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1991 a f f e c t e d  ahou t  1 /4t ) r  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  San ta  
Cla ra  River .  

Area 3. Santa Clara Rfver, WcBean Parkway t o  Boqaet Canyon Road. 

Length of a r e a ,  1.2 r i l e s .  Water, s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Saupus was tewate r  
o u t f a l l  a t  Poquet Canyon h r i d p e ,  is con t inuous  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  San ta  C l a r a  
River.  

Area 4. Santa Clara Rfver, Boqnet Canyon Road upstream t o  DWP transmission 
l ines.  



Length of a r e a ,  2.3 m i l e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  San ta  C l a r a  River  showed 
s i p n s  o f  s p r i n g  f l o o d i n g  h u t  was t o t a l l y  d r v  d u r i n g  t h i s  s tudy .  There  were  
a lmost  no wet r i p a r i a n  s p e c i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  owinp t o  t h e  l a c k  of permanent w a t e r .  

Area 5. 	 Castaic Creek, Route 126 t o  Interstate  5.  

Lenpth of a r e a ,  2.5 m i l e s .  A l t h o u ~ h  t h e r e  was ev idence  of s p r i n e  
f l o o d i n p ,  t h e  o n l y  w a t e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  s t u d y  was two smal l  pocke t s  of runof f  from 
c u l v e r t s  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end of t h e  a r e a  and pu6dles  l e f t  from s p r i n p  f l o o d s  n e a r  
Route 126. 

Area 6. 	 San Prancisquito Creek, from Santa Clara River upstream 2.5 m i l e s .  

L e n ~ t h  o f  a r e a ,  2.5 miles. T h i s  s e c t i o n  was d r v  excep t  f o r  t h e  s e c t i o n  
helow Newhall Ranch Road which was c o n t i n u o u s l y  wet due t o  runof f  from t h e  nearby  
i n d u s t r i a l  park .  

Area 7. 	 South Pork o f  Santa Clara River, McBean Parkway t o  Magic Mountain 

Parkway (Route 126). 


L e n ~ t h  o f  a r e a ,  1.0 m i l e s .  Although r u n o f f  w a t e r  from t h e  park e n t e r s  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  c h a n n e l  i s  nar row and v e r y  sandv. Lack of 
r i ~ a r i a n  v e q e t a t i o n  keeps  b i r d  numbers low. 

Area 8. 	 South Pork o f  Santa Clara River, Route 126 t o  Newhall Creek, 

Length o f  a r e a ,  1.8 miles. T h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r  was d r v  excep t  
f o r  damp a r e a s  formed hv runoff  from t h r e e  c u l v e r t s  a l o n g  t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  
c r e e k  and one c u l v e r t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c r e e k .  C a t t a i l s  a r e  developed i n  
pocke t s  suppor ted  hy runoff  from a d j a c e n t  h o u s i n ~  and t h e s e  supported redwines  
and o t h e r  r i p a r i a n  s p e c i e s .  

Observations 

F i r d  o h s e r v a t f o n s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  1. E i e h t v  s ~ e c i e s  of h i r d s  were 
ohserved d u r i n g  t h e  su rveys ,  manv of which were m i ~ r a n t s .  With few e x c e p t i o n s ,  
numbers o f  s p e c i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  were comparable w i t h  o h s e r v a t i o n s  i n  p a s t  
y e a r s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  McBean Parkway b r i d ~ e  o v e r  t h e  San ta  Cla ra  River  
e l i m i n a t e d  n e s t i n g  under t h i s  b r f d ~ e  hy C l i f f  and Rou~h-wineed Swallows and t h e  
u s e  o f  t h e  b r i d ~ e  a s  a r o o s t  by Barn Owl. The numhers o f  wet r i p a r i a n  s p e c i e s  
a l o n ~  t h e  S a n t a  C l a r a  r i v e r  were s i m i l a r  t o  o h s e r v a t i o n s  i n  p a s t  y e a r s ,  

-$ n d i c a t  i n g  t h a t  t h e  o i l  s p i l l  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  had l i t t l e  r e s i d u a l  
e f f e c t .  Wore obvious  was t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  numbers of d r v  r i o a r i a n  species such 
a s  Bewick's wrens  and y e l l o ~ b r e a s t e d  c h a t s .  T h i s  was d u e  t o  d i e  o f f  a l o n g  
s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  San ta  C l a r a  R i v e r  and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  dense  s t a n d s  
o f  wi l low and cottonwood. T h i s  d i e  o f f  was a p p a r e n t l y  due t o  a lowered w a t e r  
t a h l e  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  an extended d r o u ~ h t .  The r e s u l t  was l a r g e  s t a n d s  
o f  dead trees, e s p e c i a l l y  n o t i c e a b l e  a l o n g  San F r a n c i s q u i t o  Creek,  C a s t a i c  Creek, 
and t h e  upper  s e c t i o n  of t h e  San ta  C l a r a  R i v e r  above t h e  Roauet Canyon Road 
b r i d g e .  

R i r d s  c o n s i d e r e d  r a r e  o r  endanfzered o r  S p e c i e s  of S p e c i a l  Concern t h a t  were 
observed  a r e  a s  fo l lows :  



Least Bell's Vireo 


A s i n a l e  v i r e o  was observed and heard s i n a i n e  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sone on Mav 
12. The s i t e  was v i s i t e d  again on Hav 21st  t o  confirm t b e  f i r s t  s i ah t ing .  The 
v i r e o  was s t i l l  presen t  and s i n ~ i n g .  The s i t e ,  a lone  t h e  Santa Clara  r i v e r  west 
of I n t e r s t a t e  5, i s  nea r  Cas t a i c  Junc t ion  and i s  t h e  same s i t e  a t  which v i r e o s  
were found i n  1987 by RECON surveys of t h e  Santa  Clara  River.  The s i t e  is not 
f a r  from where a s i n g l e  v i r e o  was ohserved d u r i n p  surveys  i n  1990. 

The s i t e  is  i n  a  dense willow s tand  near  t h e  edae of a  v a t e r c r e s s  pond along 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  Santa Clara  River  near  C a s t a i c  Junc t ion  ( s ee  Fip. 1).  The 
presence of  a  newlv formed a r t i f i c i a l  pond f o r  growing water  cress has stabilized 
t h e  water  l e v e l  i n  t h e  a r ea  and caused a  moistening of t h e  surrounding s o i l  with 
t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  annual  p lan t  prowth heneath t h e  wil lows i s  l u s h  and a c a t t a i l  
marsh has  developed i n  t h e  area.  

Yellow Warbler 


The vellow warh le r  is  considered a second p r i o r i t v  Species  of Special  
Concern by t h e  S t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  Yellow warb le rs  p r e f e r  wet r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t  
hut a r e  a l s o  found i n  l a r e e  cottonwoods i n  d r i e r  r i p a r i a n  a r ea s .  S ine ine  vellow 
warh l e r s  were observed a lone  n e a r l v  every s e c t i o n  of r i v e r  surveyed (Table 1). 
Yanv of t h e  h i r d s  ohserved were probahlv m i ~ r a n t s  and t h i s  spec i e s  is  known t o  
sinp: i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  song du r ingmig ra t i on .  For i n s t a n c e ,  17  yellow warblers  were 
observed a lone  C a s t a i c  Creek on Nay 10th  hu t  on lv  3 h i r d s  were found s i n ~ i n g  
dur ing  survevs on Ffav 21. It is  c l e a r  t h a t  some yellow warb le rs  n e s t  a lone t h e  
Santa Clara  River  and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  However, i n  o r d e r  t o  determine exact  
numbers, survevs need t o  he conducted i n  l a t e  may and e a r l v  June a f t e r  miprat ing 
b i r d s  have l e f t  t h e  a r ea .  

Yel1or;breasted Chat 


The yellow-breasted chat  is considered a  Second P r i o r i t y  Species  of Special  
Concern by t h e  S t a t e  of  Ca l i fo rn i a .  Chats were ohserved spa r ing ly  along the  wet 
s e c t i o n s  of t h e  Santa Clara  River. Fewer c h a t s  were observed than i n  previous 
years .  This  may be due t o  flood in^ o r  t o  some d e s t r u c t i o n  of r i p a r i a n  vege ta t ion  
w e s t  of  I n t e r s t a t e  5 caused by the  w in t e r  o i l  s ~ i l li n t o  t h e  stream. 

Summer Tanager 


The summer tanaRer i s  considered a Second P r i o r i t v  Spec ies  of Special  
Concern by t h e  S t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  A s i n g l e  summer t anage r  was observed i n  a 
cottonwood prove a lone  t h e  Santa Clara  River  j u s t  west of I n t e r s t a t e  5. A t  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  is  a  wel l  developed dry r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t  nex t  t o  t he  Fragic 
Ffountain employee park ine  a rea .  Summer t a n a e e r s  were observed i n  t h i s  area i n  
1990 a l s o .  

Cooper's Eavk 


The Cooper's Hawk i s  considered a  Third P r i o r i t y  Spec ies  of Special  Concern 
by t h e  S t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  S ing l e  Cooper's hawks were ohserved alone San 
F r a n c i s q u i t o  Creek and a lone  t h e  Santa Clara  River  j u s t  ahove I n t e r s t a t e  5. This  
s p e c i e s  is a  r e s i d e n t  s p e c i e s  which n e s t s  and hun t s  i n  r i p a r i a n  woodland hab i t a t .  



from RECON, 1987 




Table  1. Rird  O h s e r v a t j o n s  a long t h e  San ta  C l a r a  River  and i t s  T r i b u t a r i e s ,  1991. 

Spec ies :  
Area 

S u r v e v D a t e  
1 

5/12 
2 

5/7  
3 

5/3 
4 

S/3 
5 

1 
6 

5/10 
7 

5 /7  
8 

5/7  

C a t t l e  E g r e t  
Snowy Egre t  
Green-backed Heron 

I 
1 
4 

Mal la rd  
Turkey V u l t u r e  
Cooper ' s  Hawk 
Red-shouldered 
Red-tailerl Hawk 
K e s t r e l  

3 -
-

Hawk 	 3 
1 -

C a l i f o r n i a  Q u a i l  2 
Sora Rail 3 
K i l l d e e r  2 
S p o t t e d  Sandpiper  3 
Domestic Pigeon -
Mourning Dove 10 
Roadrunner -
G r e a t  Horned Owl -
Vaux's S w i f t  1 
Black-ch. H u m i n g h i r d  1 
Anna's Hummingbird 10 
Acorn Woodpecker -
N u t t a l l ' s  Woodpecker 15 
Northern F l i c k e r  8 
Olive-s ided F l y c a t c h e r  -
Pac. S lope  F l y c a t c h e r  2 
Western Wood-Pewee 6 
Hammond's F l y c a t c h e r  -
Dusky F l y c a t c h e r  -
Ash- th roa ted  F l y c a t c h e r  7 
Rlack Phoebe -
Western Kinpbird  5 
Horned Lark 
No.Rou~h-winged 
Barn Swallow 
C l i f f  Swallow 
Scrub J a v  
Common Crow 
Common Raven 
P l a i n  Titmouse 
Bush t i t 

-
Swallow 9 -

90 
25 
11 
13 
1 2  
14 



Tahle l(cont.). Bird Observations alon~ the Santa Clara River and its 

Tributaries, 1991. 


Area 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 R 
Species: Survev Date 5/12 S / 7  5 /3  5/3 5/10 5/10 5/7 5/7 

Bewickf s Wren 46 
Horlse Wren 6 
Swainson's Thrush 6 
Northern Mockin~bird 2 
Wrent it 2 
California Thrasher 7 
Cedar Waxwing 15 
Phainopepla 3 
European Starlin~ 31 
Bell's Vireo 1 
Warbling Vireo 6 
Orange-crowned Parhler 1 
Nashville Parhler 2 
Yellow Warbler 23 
Yellow-rumped Warhler -
Black-tbr. Gray Warbler -
Townsendfs Warbler 2 
Hermit Warhler -
Wacgillivray's Warbler -
Common Yellowthroat 13 
Wilson's Warbler 34 
Yellow-breasted Chat 1 
Sumer Tana~er 1 
Western Tanager 14 
Blue Grosbeak 2 
Black-headed Grosbeak 24 
Lazuli Bunting -
Rufous-sided Towhee 14 
California Towhee 5 
Song Sparrow 112 
White-crowned Sparrow -
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 
Red-winged Blackbird 111 
Western Meadowlark -
Browheaded Cowbird 36 
Nortbern Oriole 8 
House Finch 9 
American Goldfinch 4 
Lesser Goldfinch 6 
House Sparrow -
No. of Svecies 59 32 29 45 40 40 19 29 




