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Nature and Scope of SurPeys 

During the  l a t e  Spring and e a r l y  sumner of 1992 a survey was conducted of 
a sec t ion  of t h e  Santa Clara River and its t r i b u t a r i e s  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of  
Valencia, Cal i fornia  t o  determine presence or  absence of l e a s t  B e l l ' s  v i reo  and 
other  species of concern. Numbers of a l l  species observed were noted, and 
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  was placed on locat ing species considered r a r e  and endangered. 

Each survey was conducted on f o o t  by observers well acquainted wi th  both 
v i s u a l  and auditory pat terns  of southern Ca l i fo rn ia  birds.  A l l  surveys occurred 
between 6 and 10 a.m. Taped c a l l s  of Least Bell's Vireo, Yellow-breasted Chat 
and yellow-billed Cuckoo were played pe r iod ica l ly  t o  elicit response from 
t e r r i t o r i a l  males during a l l  surveys. Except on t h e  shor te r  sec t ions  of t h e  
r i v e r ,  each survey was conducted by two people. Survey routes  varied so  a s  t o  
cover a l l  a reas  of each sect ion,  but anphasis  in  coverage was placed on wetter 
h a b i t a t s  where Least Sell's Vireos and other  s e n s i t i v e  r ipa r ian  species a r e  most 
l i k e l y  t o  occur. Personnel fo r  a l l  surveys were Daniel A. Guthrie, Richard F. 
Cleiients and Judi th  A. Sugden. 

To f a c i l i t a t e  surveys, the area was divided in to  e i g h t  sec t ions  (Figure 1). 
Delineation of t h e  e igh t  areas  and c m e n t s  on each follow. Surveys of  t h e  
normally dry  sec t ions  of the  r ive r  system (a reas  3 - 8) where Least B e l l ' s  Vireos 
have not  been observed during t h e  p a s t  four years were conducted twice dur ing 
t h e  nes t ing season. Surveys of the  two sec t ions  of t h e  Santa Clara River (Areas 
1 and 2 )  where Least Bell's Vireos have been observed during t h e  l a s t  four yea rs  
were conducted according t o  procedures out l ined by the Fish and Wildl i fe  Serv ice  
(Appendix l ) ,except t h a t  surveys were conducted on a biweekly instead of weekly 
bas is .  

Area 1. 	 Santa Clara  River, 1-5 to the mouth of Castaic Creek and C a s t a i c  Creek 
f r a n  this confluence to S t a t e  Route 126. 

Length of area,  4.0 m i l e s .  The Santa Clara River flows continuously 
in  t h i s  sec t ion and is augmented by tfie ~ a l e n c i awaste water o u t f a l l  near t h e  
upstream end of t h i s  section. Vegetation i n  t h e  stre& channel was s e v e r e l y  
damaged by Spring flooding, leaving l a r g e  a reas  of bare sand a t  t h e  beginning 
of t h e  surveys. Although annual vegetat ion had reclaimed low a reas  along t h e  





r i v e r  by June, severa l  higher a r e a s  remain& devoid of new growth. Several ponds 
c rea t ed  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  of water cress a long t h i s  por t ion  of t h e  r i v e r  were 
e l i a i n a t e d  by f looding,  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  amount of w e t  r i p a r i a n  vegetat ion.  The 
sec t ion  of Cas t a i c  Creek contained i n  t h i s  a r e a  has been d r y  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years  but  was flowing throughout t h e  1992 survey  p r i o d .  

Area 2. 	 Santa  C la ra  Riwr,1-5 to McBean Parkway 

Length of a rea ,  1.4 miles. The Santa  Clara  River flows continuously 
i n  t h i s  sec t ion .  Wet r i p a r i a n  vegeta t ion  and ponds c r e a t e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o£ 
iZi€E-Fress along a por t ion  of tne stream w e r e  completely el iminated by Spring 
flooding. Despite regrowth of w e t  r i p a r i a n  vege ta t ion  ad jacen t  t o  the  water 
course  dur ing  t h e  survey period t h e r e  were still l a r g e  a r e a s  of  bare sand i n  t h i s  
s ec t ion  a t  t h e  end of June. 

Area 3, 	 Santa  Clara R i v e r ,  McBean Parkway to Boquet Canyon Road. 

Length of a rea ,  1.2 m i l e s .  b!ater, suppl ied  by t h e  Saugus wastewater 
o u t f a l l  a t  Boquet Canyon bridge, is continuous i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Santa Clara 
River. Tiet r i p a r i a n  vegetat ion along t h i s  s e c t i o n  was removed during spr ing  
f looding and d id  not  completely recover d u r i n g  t h e  s tudy period.  

Area 4. San ta  Clara River, Boquet Canyon Road upstream to OWP t ransmissian 
l i n e s ,  

Length of a rea ,  2.3 m i l e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Santa Clara River was 
t o t a l l y  d r y  during t h i s  s t d y .  Large sandy s t r e t c h e s  caused by spr ing  flooding 
d i d  no t  revegeta te  during the  s tudy p r i o d .  There were almost  no w e t  r i p a r i a n  
spec ie s  i n  t h i s  a rea  owing t o  t h e  lack of permanent water. 

Area 5. 	 C a s t a i c  Creek, Route 126 to I n t e r s t a t e  5, 

Length of a rea ,  2.5 niles. Spr ing  f looding d i d  no t  remove much 
vegeta t ion  from t h i s  s ec t ion  of Cas t a i c  Creek. However, t h e r e  was water flowing 
throughout t h e  survey p r i o d .  In previous  y e a r s  Cas ta i c  Creek has been dry. 

Area 6, 	 San Francisquit0 Creek, £ran  Santa Clara River ueem 2.5 m i l e s ,  

Length of a r e a ,  2.5 miles, This  s e c t i o n  was d r y  except  f o r  t h e  sec t ion  
helm Kewhall Ranch Road which was cont inuous ly  w e t  due t o  runoff f r m  t h e  nearby 
i n d u s t r i a l  park. There was l i t t l e  evidence of damage froin spr ing  f loods  along 
t h i s  s ec t ion .  

Area 7 ,  	 South Fork of Santa Clara River,  McE3ear1 Parkway to Magic Mountain 
Parkway (Route 126)-

Length of a rea ,  1.0 miles. The channel  along t h i s  s ec t ion  of t h e  South 
Fork is narrow and very sandy. Almost a l l  vege ta t ion  along t h e  bottom of t h e  
channel was removed by spring f loods.  Lack of r i p a r i a n  vegeta t ion  keeps b i rd  
numbers low. 



-- 

Area 8 ,  South Fork of Santa Clara River, Route 126 upstrean to N e w b a l l  Creek. 

Length of area, 1.8 miles. This section of the river was dry except 

for damp areas fomed by runoff frcxn three culverts along the west side of the 

creek and one culvert on the east side of the creek. Cattails are developed in 

pckets supprted by runoff from adjacent housing and these supported Redwing 

Blackbirds and other riparian species. Although spring flooding had little effect 

on this section of the river, bank construction along a portion of the eastern 

rnargin of this section eliminated sane vegetation and was a disturbance. 


Qbservations 


Bird observations are listed in Tables 1 - 8. Different species breed at 
different times of the year. In general, the species are .most easily observed 
when they are actively defending territories by song during the establishment 
of breeding pairs. Once pairs are establish& and nesting begins song often 
decreases and the numbers of birds observed also decreases. After young leave 
the nest, n&rs observed increase. Thus, for most resident species, numbers 
of adult birds are most accurately censused in Ppril, when territorial activity 
is at a maximum. Numbers may decrease slightly in May when birds are less active 
during nesting and increase dramatically in July when young birds leave the nest. 
These trends in ppulation levels are indicated in tables 1 for Song Sparrow. 

Several species that are not considered riparian species but are co~mon in 

adjacent coastal sage and chaparral habitats came into the riparian zone in late 

summer when other vegetational areas are dry. The increase in numbers of Lazuli 

Bunting, Lark Sparrow and House Pinch (Tables 1 and 2) show this trend. 


Spring flooding affected several areas by removing wet riparian vegetation 
along the ,ma% -stre& 'cburse and nuch of the dry riparian willow and Bachharis 
on low flats adjacent to the main stream channel. 3y and large the larger 

, ~ t o n - ~ ~ S - a s i a - w T l I G ~  were not affected set back- from the main stre%-cliannel 
by flooding. Ilany-wooded sections along the river had shown evidence of die off 
xzzj -the last 

-.I 

two years are the result of an extended drought. These areas 
showecî much evidence of regeneration after the spring rains. Table 9 presents 
census data from tne past three years on selected species. Song Sparrows are 
dependent upon the narrow band of wet riparian vegetation found along permanent 
streams. As shown in table 9, they are most common along the sections of stream 
(1-3) where water flow is permanent. The decrease in numbers from 1990 to 1991 
---- . >. _
is a reflection of the severe drought experienced in southern ~alifornia during 
the last few years. Although 1992 was a cmparatively wet year, the removal of 
most wet riparian vegetation by spring floods further reduced the n~lmbersof t~l-s 
species, especially in area 1. Numbers of Yellow Karblers, another species ' 
dependent upon wet riparian vegetation for food were also affected by this 

flooding (Table 1). However, Bewick's Wren a c m n  inhabitant of the drier 

sections of the riparian zone that were not so heavily impacted by spring 

flooding show no decrease in numbers due to flooding in 1992. 


Flooding during the spring of 1992 eliminated wet riparian vegetation during 

April and early May when birds were establishing territories and thus caused a 

decrease in species dependent upon wet riparian vegetation. However, flooding 

also eliminated many mature areas :.r-
 :ill!-..-,.. . -1; c r e a t a  o~neni~i:.:.alc[-~:ci:e ;k:jnca 
Clara River which, by June and July, were becoming covered with a new growth of 

annuals and young willows. This regrowth should result in increased nabitat 


~-
~--..- , . . . .  . .- . . .. 



and b l r a  d e n s i t i e s  i n  1993. 

Sensitive Species 


f.!o Least  B e l l ' s  Vireos were- ._ 
observed 

_,_ 
. . _  . In 1991 and o the r  yea r s  --.--,-__------------.---. . _ - _ i n  1992. 

previous  a s inging  male had been observed i n  Area one a t c a s t a i c  Junction. This  
ind iv idua l  was i n  r ~ e tr i p a r i a n  vegetat ion near  a water cress pond. Although this 
a r e a  was n o t  damaged by spr ing  f loods,  no v i r e o  was present  t h e r e  i n  1992. 
Although w e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  looked f o r  Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Nillow Flycatcher ,  
no i n d i v i d u a l s  of e i t h e r  species were found. The b i r d s  considered r a r e  o r  
endangered o r  Species of Special  Concern t h a t  were observed a r e  a s  follows: 

Yellow Warbler 


The yel low warbler  is considered a second p r i o r i t y  Species  of Spec ia l  

Concern by t h e  S t a t e  of  Cal i forn ia .  Yellow warblers  p re fe r  w e t  r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t  

b u t  a r e  a l s o  found i n  l a r g e  cottonwoods i n  d r i e r  r i p a r i a n  areas.  Singing yellow 

warblers  e r e  observed along nearly every s e c t i o n  of t h e  Santa Clara River a d  

UC-

C a s t a i c  Creek. A few were observed along San ~rancis@to--'Cf&Ck- i r i  l z r q e  

cottonwoods. 1Jone =re observed along t h e  South Fork. A few of t h e  b i r d s  

observed were probably migrants and t h i s  specles is known t o  s i n g  its t e r r i t o r i a l  

song d u r i n g  inigration. 


Yellow-breasted Chat 


The yellow-breasted c h a t  is considered a Second P r i o r i t y  Species of W i a l  
Concern by t h e  S t a t e  of  Cal i forn ia .  Chats were- -. observed spar ingly  along t h e  w e t  
s e c t i o n s  of  t he  Santa Clara River. 

I. _ _ _  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cooper's Hawk 


The Cooper 's Hawk is considered a Third P r i o r i t y  Species of Specia l  Concern 
5y t h e  S t a t e  of Cal i forn ia .  S ingle  Cooper'.s.hawks were observed along.............._............... _._,_ _  

C l a r a  River both above and ~ 0 ~ 1 6 % & k t a t e  This a5. species is 
e i e s  which nests a d  hunts in  r iparian-woodland hab i t a t .  

Loggerhead Shrike 


T h i s  s p e c i e s  is a Category 2 Candidate f o r  l i s t i n g  under t h e  Federal  
Endangered Species  A c t .  This  species, al though dec l in ing  i n  numbers over  much 
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  seems t o  be doinq we l l  i n  southern Ca l i fo rn ia  where it is 
a r e s i d e n t  i n  d r i e r  h a b i t a t s .  Shrikes -*re p resen t...................... - ....._... _ . - ....... 

. . . . . . . . .  
_i..,l_.._._ along San F r a n d s q u i  t o  Creek 

and a air wi th  three vounu- were observed a lona  t h e  South Fork of t h e  Santa Clara -
River LS&t~&fi s t a t e  R t e .  i 2 6  and Newhall ~ r e ~ k .  

California Horned Iark 

T h i s  species is a Category 2 Candidate f o r  l i s t i n g  u d e r  t h e  Federal  
Endangered Species  A c t .  --- Larks were observed near Cas ta i c  Junct ion where Horned - -, 

t h e y  were a c t i v e  on plowed and graded fl 'elds ad jacent  t o  the  Santa Clara ~ i v ' i i ! ~ .  



T a b l e  1. B i r d  O b s e r v a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  S a n t a  C l a r a  River from I n t e r s t a t e  5 to  
C a s t a i c  Creek and a long  C a s t a i c  Creek from its mouth to  State Rte. 126. 

Dates o f  1992 Censuses  
S p e c i e s  4-6 4-16 5-5 5-20 6-1 5-17 7-10 7-21 S t a t u s  

C r e a t  B l u e  Heron 
C r e a t  E g r e t  
C-reen-backed Ileron 
Canada Goose 
Mal la rd  
Cinnamon T e a l  
B1,-shouldered Kite 
C o o p e r ' s  Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
R e d - t a i l e d  Hawk 
American Kestrel 
C a l i f o r n i a  Q u a i l  
V i r g i n i a  R a i l  
Sora 
K i l l d e e r  
Greater Ye l lowlegs  
S p o t t e d  Sandp ipe r  
Mourning Dove 
Barn  Owl 
Great Eorned Cw1 
Black-ch. Humningbird 
Anna 's Hummingbird 
B e l t e d  K i n g f i s h e r  
M u t t a l l  's K o o d p c k e r  
Downy Koodpecker 
F a i r y  L o o d p k e r  
Nor the rn  F l i c k e r  
B l a c k  Phoebe 
Ash-th, F l y c a t c h e r  
k 7 e s t e r n  Kingb i rd  
Horned Lark 
V i o l e t - q r e e n  Swallow 
M. Rough-w. Swallow 
C l i f f  S i a l l o w  
S c r u b  J a y  
American Crow 
C m n  Raven 
P l a i n  Ti tmouse  
B u s h t i t 
Bewick ' s  I k e n  
House W e n  
American Robin 
Western B l u e b i r d  
W r e n t i t  
N. Mockingbird 
C a l i f o r n i a  Thrashe r  
Cedar  Kaxwing 
European S t a r l i n g  



Table 1 (cont . ) .  Bird Observations along t h e  Santa Clara  River from I n t e r s t a t e  
5 t o  C a s t a i c  Creek and along C a s t a i c  Creek from its m u t h  t o  S t a t e  R t e .  126. 

Dates  of 1992 Censuses 

S ecies 


\ ;a rb l ing  Vireo 3 6 3 - --
-
-

-
-

-
-Orange-cr .Uarbler 7 11 - -

Nashvi l le  Karbler  - 1 - - - - - -
Yellow PBrbler 3 8 11 9 4 1 2 8 
Yellow-r . FBrbler 7 1  57 - - - - - -
Comnon Yellowthroat 3 10  6 2 6 5 19 5 
\di lsonls Warbler - 6 2 - - - - 1 
Yellow-br. Chat - - 1 - 1 2 1 2 
Black-headed Grosbeak 3 16  20 9 20 11 10 10 
Blue Grosbeak - 3 - 1 - 1 3 7 
Lazuli  Bunting - 4 - - - - 12 136 
Rufous-sided Towhee 16 1 3  14 10 18 8 14 7 
C a l i f o r n i a  Towhee 4 1 - 5 4 1 10 9 
Lark Sparrow - - - - - - - 14 
Savannah Sparrow - 3 - - - - - -
Song Sparrow 48 58 61 63 50 61 86 139 
Lincoln ' s  Sparrow - 1 - - - - - -
White-cr. Sparrow 15  6 - - - - - -
Red-w. Blackbird 9 10 32 32 123 16 2 3 
Brown-h. Cowbird 1 3  9 12 33 30 25 28 32 
hor thern  Or io l e  - 14 3 2 4 4 2 10  
House Finch 2 7 9 6 - 14 65 8 1  
Lawrence 's Cald f inch  4 - - - - - - 7 
Lesser  Goldfinch - 32 4 1 - d 8 2 
Anerican Goldfinch 56 17 - 2 - - 2 -
tiouse Sparrow - - 5 - 6 - 1 -

Tota l  fJo. of Species  46 54 44 44 42 4 1  45 5 1  
Tota l  110. of  Ind. 511 493 430 438 636 451 564 781 

To ta l  Spec ies  on a l l  v i s i t s :  74 

S t a t u s :  M - Pigrant ;  R - Resident;  S - S m e r  Only; P; - Winter Only. 



Table 2. Bird Observations along the Santa  Clara  River,  from mE?ean Parkway 
Bridge to I n t e r s t a t e  5, 1992. 

Dates  of 1992 Censuses 
Spec ie s  4-3 4-24 5-14 5-27 6-8 6-29 7-14 7-23 S t a t u s  

Great  Blue IIeron -

G reen-backed I!eron -

Black-cr . Night Aeron 2 

Mallard 2 

Turkey Vul ture  -

Cooper's Hawk 1 

Red-shouldered Kawk 2 

Red- t a  iled Hawk 1 

Amrican  Kestrel 1 

C a l i f o r n i a  Quai l  -

, K i l l d e e r  -

L e a s t  Sandpiper -

Donest ic  Pigeon -

Mourning Dove 

-
2 


Barn Owl 

kh i t e - th roa t ed  Swif t  -

lack-chinned Humningbird -


Anna's Hummingbird 1 

K u t t a l l  I s  Woodpecker 9 

Downy CToodpecker 6 

Hairy Ioodpecker  -

Northern F l i c k e r  2 

P a c i f i c  Slope Flycatcher  -

Black Phoebe 3 

Ash-throated Flycatcher  -

Plestern Kingbird 5 

N. ~ o u g  Swallowh-winged 5 
C l i f f  Swallow -
Scrub Jay  14 
American Crow 6 
Common Raven 0 
P l a i n  Titmouse 9 
B u s h t i t  13 
Bewick's Wren 30 
House Kren 4 
Ruby-cr. Kingle t  2 
American Robin -
Western Bluebird -
E e n i t Thrush 1 
Northern Pbckingbird -
C a l i f o r n i a  Thrasher 4 
Cedar Laxwing 25 
Phainopepl a 1 
European S t a r 1  ing 4 
Karbl ing  Vireo 2 
Orange-cr . Viarbler 5 

. Yellow k;arbler 3 
Yellow-rum@ Warbler 67 



Table  2 (cont . )  . Bird Observa t ions  a long  t h e  San t a  C l a r a  River,  from FkBean 
Parkway Bridge t o  I n t e r s t a t e  5 ,  1992. 

Dates o f  1992 Censuses 
Spec i e s  4-3 4-24 5-14 5-27 6-8 6-29 7-14 7-23 S t a t u s  

C m n  Yel lowthroa t  
kJilsonl s IJa rb le r  
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Western Tanager 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Lazul i  Bunt ing 
Ruf ous-s ided  Towhee 
C a l i f o r n i a  Towhee 
Lark Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
White-cr, Sparrow 
Red-w. Blackbi rd  
Clestern fieadowlark 
Srewer I s Blackbi rd  
Brown-headed Cowbird 
b'ooded Or io l e  
fjorthern O r i o l e  
House F inch  
Lesser Goldf inch  
Lawrence ' s Goldf inch 
American Goldf inch  
House Sparrow 

T o t a l  Spec i e s :  42 42 41 33 37 42 47 45 
T o t a l  I n d i v i d u a l s  339 347 400 294 406 502 507 645 

T o t a l  S p e c i e s ,  a l l  v i s i t s :  72 

S t a t u s :  M - Migrant;  R - Residen t ;  S - S m e r  Only; C.: - Winter Only. 



Table 3. Bird Observations along the  Santa Clara River from Boquet Canyon Rd. 
t o  FlcEean Parkway. 

Dates of 1992 Censuses 
Species 4-28 5-21 Sta tus  

Red-tailed Hawk 1 -
Cal i fornia  Quail 2 6 
Ki l ldeer  2 6 
Mourning Dove 1 -
Black-chinned Humningbird 1 -
Anna's H m i n g b i r d  1 -
i ! u t t a l l l s  Koodpecker 2 1 
Northern Fl icker  2 2 
Black Phoebe 1 -
Ash-throa ted Flycatcher 2 3 
N, Rough-winged Swallow - 6 
C l i f f  Swallow 6 -
Scrub Jay 7 11 
Anerican Crow - 2 
Comnon Raven 18 10 
Pla in  Titmouse 4 2 
Bushtit 3 2 
W i c k ' s  Liren 3 5 
Rouse Kren 1 -
\+stern Bluebird 2 2 
Cal i fornia  Thrasher 3 3 
Warbling Vireo 2 -
Orange-crowned Piarbler 4 -
Yellow Warbler 3 1 
Yellow-run@ Karbler 3 -
Wilson 's Karbler 2 2 
Black- headed Grosbeak 2 5 
Lazuli Bunting 4 2 
Ruf ous-sided Towhee - 2 
Cal i fornia  Towhee 1 2 
Song Sparrow 22 8 
\bite-crowned Sparrow 1 -
Brown-headed Cowbird 6 4 
Northern Oriole  1 -
House Finch 3 1 2  

Tota l  number of Species:  32 23 
Total  number of Ind : 116 99 

R 
R 
R 
R 
S 
R 
R 
R 
R 
S 
S 
S 
R 
R 
K 
R 
R 
R 
R ' 

R 
R 
M 
M 
S 
PI' 
!! 
S 
El 
R 
R 
R 
W 
S 
S 
R 

Tota l  number of spec ies ,  a l l  v i s i t s :  35 

Status:  M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Surraner Only; W - Winter Only, 



Table  4 . g i r d s  Observed a long  t h e  San ta  C l a r a  River ,  Boquet Canyon Rd. 
upstream t o  LXJP ~ r a n s m i s s i o n  Lines. 

Dates of  1992 Censuses 

Swcies 4-28 5-21 S t a t u s  


Red-tailed F!awk 
llmerican Kestrel 
C a l i f o r n i a  Qua i l  
K i l l d e e r  
Mourning Dove 
Black-ch. Kunaningbird 
Anna's Humningbird 
C o s t a ' s  H m i n g b i r d  
P l u t t a l l t s  Ljocdpecker 
Korthern F l i c k e r  
Ash-throated F l y c a t c h e r  
Kes t e rn  I<ingbi r d  
Violet -green Swallow 
M. Rough-winged Swallow 
Scrub  J a y  
American Crow 
C m n  Raven 
P l a i n  Titmouse 
Busht i t 
i3ewickts Wren 
House Kren 
Fiestern Blueb i rd  
W e n tit 
hb r the rn  Mockingbird 
C a l i f o r n i a  Thrasher  
Phainopepla 
European S t a r l i n g  
Yellow h a r b l e r  
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
C a l i f o r n i a  Towhee 
Song Sparrow 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
For thern  O r i o l e  
House Finch 
r k s s e r  Goldf inch 
House Sparrow 

T o t a l  !!umber o f  Spec i e s :  26 34 
T o t a l  timber of  Ind. 131  280 

T o t a l  Species, a l l  v i s i t s :  37 

S t a tu s :  P! - Migrant;  R - Resident ;  S - Sumner Only; W - Winter  Only. 



Table 5. Bird Observations Along Castaic creek from I - 5 t o  S t a t e  R t e  126. 

Dates of 1992 Censuses 
S w i e s  4-14 5-4 S t a tu s  

Elack-crowned Night Heron 
Mallard 
Red- t a  iled Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Cal i fornia  Quail 
Black-necked S t i l t  
Kil ldeer 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Mourning Dove 
Anna's H m i n g b i r d  
Belted Kingfisher 
!Juttall 's Koodpecker 
Fai ry  V;oodpecker 
Norhtern Fl icker  
PI. Kocd-Pewee 
Ash-th. Flycatcher 
Western Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
N. ~ough-W . ~ w a lOW 
*rub Jay 
C o m n  Crow 
Comnon Raven 
Plain T ihouse  
Bushti t 
W i c k  's Wren 
tfouse Lren 
Wentit 
fl. 1-lockingbird 
Cal i fornia  Thrasher 
European s t a r l i n g  
Warbling Vireo 
Orange-cr. Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Yellow-r . Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
Comnon Yellowthroat 
Yellow-breas ted Qla t 
B1.-headed Grosbeak 
i3lue Grosbeak 
Lazuli Bunting 
Ruf ous-sided Towhee 
California Towhee 
Song Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Khite-cr. Sparrow 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 



Table 5 (cont.), Bird Observations Along Castaic creek from 1-5 to State 

Rte. 126, 


Dates of 1992 Censuses 

Species 4-14 5-4 Status 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
House Finch 
Lesser Goldfinch 
Amrcian Caldfinch 

Total Number of Species: 
Total Number of Individuals: 

44 
293 

36 
167 

Total Species, all visits: 53 

Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Sumner Only; W - Winter Only. 



Table 6.  B i rd  Observat ions along San F ranc i squ i to  Creek from t h e  Santa Clara 
River upstream f o r  2.5 miles. 

Dates  o f  1992 Censuses 
Species 4-14 4-29 S t a t u s  
Red-tailed Hawk 1 1 R 
Amercian Kestrel 3 - R 
Ca l i fo rn i a  Quai l  26 28 R 
Ki l ldeer  2 - R 
Mourning Dove 2 1  24 R 
Greater  Roadrunner - 1 R 

Black-ch. flumningbird 2 1 S 
Anna's H m i n q b i r d  - 2 R 
Acorn kioodpecker  1 - R 

N u t t a l l ' s  I\joodpecker 3 2 R 
Say 's  Phoebe - 1 Cv' 
Ash-thr. F lyca t che r  3 3 S 
Cass in ' s  Kingbird 1 - M 
Vestern Kingbird 5 8 S 
Scrub Jay 1 3  10 R 
Conmon Raven 7 2 . R 
P la in  Ti tmouse 2 1 R 
Bushti t 9 6 R 
BewicklskJren . 7 11 R 
House Wren 5 2 R 
Liestern Bluebird 2 - R 
N. Mockingbird 4 6 R 
Cal i fo rn i a  Thrasher  4 7 R 
Phainopepla 1 - R 
Loggerhead S h r i k e  1 1 R 
European S t a r l i n g  1 2 R 
Nashvi l le  F a r b l e r  1 - M 
Yellow S-brbler - 3 S 

Yellow-r. Rarb ler  16  - Sil  
1;lilson's Warbler - 4 M 

Black-h. Grosbeak 2 11 S 
Lazuli  Eunting 1 - M 
Rufous-sided Towhee 8 8 R 
Ca l i fo rn i a  Towhee 12 16 R 
Song Sparrow 9 14 R 
Lincoln ' s  Sparrow 2 - W 
Fihite-cr . Spar row 20 - W 
Red-w. Blackbird 6 12 S 
Pkstern  Madowlark - 1 R 
Brown-headed Cowbird 4 9 S 
Hooded Oriole - 4 S 
Northern Oriole 11 17 S 
House Finch 9 17 R 
Lesser Goldfinch 4 2 R 

Tota l  I.rumber of S p e c i e s: 37 33 Tota l  Species ,  a l l  v i s i t s :  44 
Tota l  F:umber of Ind iv idua l s :  229 237 

S ta tus :  M - Migrant;  R - Resident;  S - S u m r  Only; V: - Winter Qnly. 



Table 7. B i rds  Observed along t h e  South Fork of t he  Santa C la ra  River,  McBean 
Parkway Upstrean t o  Elagic M t .  Parkway ( R t e .  126). 

Dates  of  1992 Censuses 

Species 4-28 5-21 S ta tus  


Turkey Vul ture  - 1 
Red- tail e d  Hawk - 1 
C a l i f o r n i a  Quail  2 6 
K i  1l dee r  - 6 
Mourning Dove 4 5 
Black-chinned Hurruningbird 2 -
.Anna's H m i n g b i r d  3 1 
N u t t a l l ' s  Koodpecker - 2 
A s b t h r o a t e d  F lyca tche r  3 1 
hes te rn  Kingbird 2 -
C l i f f  Swallow 2 -
tJ. Rough-winged Swallow 2 10 
Scrub Jay 1 2 
C m o n  Raven 3 -
Pla in  Titmouse 3 1 
Bushti t 2 -
Bewick's Wren 8 .  2 
Western Bluebi rd  . - 1 
Cal i fo rn ia  Thrasher 2 2 
European S t a r 1  ing 2 -
Black-headed Grosbeak 2 1 
Lazuli  Bunting 1 -
Rufous-sided Towhee 1 -
Cal i fo rn ia  Towhee 1 -
Song Sparrow 7 -
Brewer's Blackbird - 6 
Brown- headed Cowbird 6 6 
Northern Or io l e  1 -
House Finch 6 16 
Lawrence's Goldfinch 3 -
Lesser Goldfinch - 2 .  
House Sparrow 2 -
Tota l  Munber of Species:  25 19 
Tota l  No. o f  Ind iv idua l s :  71 72 

Tota l  Species ,  a l l  v i s i t s :  32 

Sta tus :  M - Migrant; R - Resident;  S - Sumner Only; W . - Winter Only. 



Table 8. Bi rds  Observed along t h e  South Fork of t h e  Santa  C l a r a  River ,  Magic 
M t .  Bridge ( R t e .  126) upstream t o  Confluence with Newhall Creek. 

Dates of 1992 Censuses 

Species  4-29 5-22 S t a t u s  


Zed- t a i1%: i 'zhrl; 
Awrican  "?stre1 
C a l i f o r n i a  Quail  
Ki l ldeer  
Mourning Dove 
Anna's Hummingbird 
Piestern Kingbird 
M. Rough-winged Swallow 
Scrub Jay  
Common Raven 
EJorthern Fockingbi r d  
Loggerhead Shr ike  
European S t a r l i n g  
L!ilson 's Pyarbler 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Song Sparrow 
Breer 's Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Pkr thern  Or io le  
House Finch 
House Sparrow 

To ta l  l~iumber of Species:  14 20 
To ta l  No. of Indiv iduals ;  45 95 

To ta l  Species,  a l l  v i s i t s :  21 

S ta tus :  I! - Migrant; R - Resident; S - S m r  Only; \< - -?inter  Only. 



Table 9. Comparison of Populations of Selec ted  Species, 1990 - 1992. 

Census Area 

Species 	 year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S Tota l  

Song Sparrow 	 1992 63 38 28 2 5 14 7 10 167 
1991 112 30 39 - 9 7 12 24 233 
1990 117 82 36 - 11 16 15  30 307 

Yellow Harbler 	1992 9 5 3 1 - 3 - - 21 
1991 2 3 8 2 2 17 4 - 4 60 
1990 16 20 2 1 10 - 3 1 53 

Bewick's Wren 	 1992 35 29 3 10 6 11 8 - 102 
1991 46 5 8 8 3 13  5 3 91 
1990 77 	 15 14 27 48 17 7 10 215 



Appendix 1. F i sh  and r c i l d l i f e  Rules for Leas t  B e l l ' s  Vireo Censuses. 

All riparian areas should be eurveyad once a weak from April 1 to 
July 31. Them8 Baten encmpwa tho p a r i d  during w R i d  m08t vireo 
nesting aativity oceura. t i  additloaal idomation on vireo habitat 
utilization ie needed, theme 8-6 Bhould be extoadd-to Augurrt 31. 
Information typically colleatd after July 31 will reflect a broader 
extent of the riparian habitat and o t h u  adjraent habitat type8 that the. 
vireo utilizea during the lattu-phuoof tha breading sesson, erpecially 
w h e n  the ywng bwme &%padent of th4 adults. 

2. 	 Surveyti must be coudwted by qualified biologiat(m) familiar with aong 

and plumage charaateriaticr of the vizeo. 


3.  	 Surveys rhall be canaclnted ba---d.wn- and 11:OO a.m. Surveys ehall 

avoid periods.of ewcrrrive he.t, wind, +nB rain. 


4. 	 All vireo detoctiona (e.g., vaoaliratiarr pointr, axow uasd tor foraging, 
etc.) lrhmld be wed to defiru individual home range. Thore data nead-to 
be mapped on a large-ocale aerial. photograph. 

5. 	 Data on vireo breeding rtatuu (e,g,, nuxnbor and location of paired or 
unpaired territorial maler, nemt building efforts, feeding of  nestlingu, 
location of vireo neate, etc.) ehould be noted during each survey, 

6. 	 All sighting8 of aowbirde and their mubare in vireo territories ehould- 
ba noted during eech r m y .  

7.  	 No sttmpta ahould be raade to locate or ommirre vireo nertr unleee 
authorizrd by permit# i8ewd by Cal i fornia  Departmant of Bioh and Ganre 
and the U.8. Pirh sad Wildlife Bemi-. 

8, 	 A final. report rhould be prepared w h i c h  deootiber aurmy datee, method& 
locationr, and infotmatioa idmtified ia  item6 4, 5, and 6 above. 

If you haw any quertions re- theee m a y  guidelines, please contact 
the U , 8 .  FLah and Wildlife Service at  (710 643-4270. 




