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During the spxinq and early swmr of 1993 a survey was conducted of the 
section of the Santa Clara Rjver between its confluence with Castaic Creek and 
a pint: just below the bridge over the Santa Clara River at k w h a l l  Fam. The 
total length of the section surveyed was 7.5 miles. Pol: convenience in 
surveying, this section was divided into two portions at the Los Angeles -
Venrura Counw line, 

Surveys were conducted according to proceedures set out in U.S. Fish and 
kiildlife Service guidelines for Least Bell's Vireo surveys (Appendix 1). A l l  
surveys were conducted on foot by observers well acquainted with both visual and 
auditory patterns of southern California birds. All surveys occurred =tween 6 
and 10 a.m, and the north and south sides of the river were walked in alternating 
surveys. All birds sighted were counted, but special Ernpnasis was placed on 
firding nxown-headea cowbirds and least Bell's vireos as well as other Species 
of Special Concern, Personnel for all surveys were Daniel A. Gutnr ie ,  
Juciith A. Sugden, Kenyon Corey and Richard F, Clements. 

Observations 


Bird observations for the two sections of river stuaied are presented in 
ta~les1 and 2, This section of the Santa Clara River has not been rqulaxly 
surveyed and, therefore, there are no previous surveys with which to compare this 
data. However, based on previous surveys of adjacent sections of the river 
imnediarely upstream from this section, a few generalizations can be made. 

The Santa Clara Rivel: experienced heavy flooding during the early spring of 
1993. This flooding destoyed much of the wet riparian growth along the river a m  
this growth had not recovered by the census period. Bird n m r s  along the r iver 
appear canparaDle to numr>ersin similar habitat upstream, with one exception. 
Numoers of swallows are large due t o  a nesting colony under the bridge crossing 
at Newhall. Ranch and also due to a nesting colony on cliffs just downstream frcm 
the confluence of the Santa Clara River w i t h  Castaic Creek. 



Species of Special Concern 

Least:&UrnsVireo 

Singing l e a s t  B e l l ' s  v i reo  were heard and observed near the  Los Angeles -
Ventura County l ine.  A colony of v i reos  was found i n  t h i s  locat ion  i n  past 
years. Figure 1, taken from a RECON report on v i r e o  p p u l a t i o n s  i n  southern 
Ca l i fo rn ia  f o r  1986. shows the  locat ion  and d a t e s  of a l l  v i reo  sightings.  To 
avoid d is turbance  of vireos,  the sec t ion  where vireos  wete present: was s u ~ v e y d  
Exam the top  of the  bank north of v i reo  habi ta t .  In accordance with Fish and 2 


Wildl i fe  regulat ions,  no tape recordings were played, Therefore, not a l l  birds 
were observed during every census, However, on severa l  accasions non-singing 
~ i r d sassumed t o  be fanales  were observed near male birds,  

All v i reos  were s ighted  along t h e  northern edge of the wet r ipa r i an  zone 
along the Santa Clara River. Vegetation consis ted  of s a l t  bush, Bachharis a d  
w i l l o w .  The area  was grazed by c a t t f e  during t h e  census and, according to 
personnel of Newhall Land ard Farming, c a t t f e  have regular ly  gxazed i n  t h i s  a rea  
i n  previous years. Comnents on the four s p e c i f i c  localities, going from east ro  
west, is as follows. 

1. 	 Located i n  Los Angeles County, a s i n g l e  s inging male was observed a t  t h i s  
site on Apri l  10. The b i rd  was i n  a dense s a l t  bush at the base of ule 
bluff  along the north side of the  r iver .  Despite continued surveys of 
t h i s  spot the b i r d  was never relocated on subsequent surveys a ~ dit is, 
therefore ,  doubtful  that this bird bred, 

2. 	 Located just west of the Los  Angeles-Ventura County l i n e ,  v i reos  were 
observed at t h i s  site most frequently, with a p a i r  of b i rds  observed a t  
l e a s t  four times. It  is very l i k e l y  that this pair nested, 

3. Located s l i g h t l y  fur ther  west, singing males were heard and observed a t  
#is site, w i t h  Wo males present  on m y  13. A non-singing b i rd  was 
present  June  19. Altttougtl t h i s  date seems l a t e  fo r  p a i r  f o r m t i o n ,  this 
locality may a l s o  have a &sting site, 

4 	 Only signing male birds were observed a t  t h i s  westernmost l o c a l i t y .  It 
is not  c l e a r  that nesting occurred a t  this site. 

In  sumnary, probably kwo pair and possibly three pair  nested i n  the v i c i n i t y  
of the Los Angeles - Ventura County l i n e  along the Santa Clara River i n  1993. 
The ncnnber of singing males o b s e r v d  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  4 on one day, is n o t  much 
different than the 5 observed i n  t h i s  area i n  1986, indicating that this colony, 
although snall, has continued r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged through t h e  years. 

Brown-headed Cowbirds were  regularly observed along a l l  sections of t h e  
Santa Claxa River, a s  indicated by census numbers i n  tables 1. and 2. T h e r e  
appeared t o  oe no g rea te r  concentration of cowbirds i n  the v i c i n i t y  of l eas t  
&ell's vi reos  than along other sec t ions  of t h e  river. Cowbirds appearea to 
regularly patrol the r iparian vegetation zone along rhe river and w e r e o f t e n  seen 
flying up and down the r i v e r  during censuses. 





32 
I*oggerW Shrike 

The  loggerhead shrike is a Candidate Species under the Federal Endangered 
S ~ i e sam. Shrikes moved into the Santa Clara River riparian zone in last 
July.  Presumably these were birds that had nested in nearby coastal sage areas 
but sought water and green vegetation during the drier late stmner. 

cooper's Hawk 

One and possibly two pairs of Cooper's Hawk were present along the river 
during the census period, Coopr's Hawk is list&ias a Species of C o n c m  by the 
State of California. 

Cblden Eagle 

The golden eagle is listed as a species of Special Concern by the S b t e  of 
California. A single eagle was observd soaring over the Santa Clara River 
duting our surveys, Eagles are sparingly present in the Santa Suzanna n*luntains 
and Los Padres National Forest, 

lack-slxddered K i t e  

This species is considered a Special Animal by the State of California, One 
and pssibly two pairs of kites nested along the censused secrion of t3ae Sanra 
Clara River. 

Vcrmillion Flycatcher 

This species is considered a species of Special Concern by the State of 
California. A single individual was observed along the Santa Clara River during 
the census perid. Vermillion Flycatchers nest sparingly in riparian areas in 
southern California. The individual observed was an imnature and psibly a 
pst-breeding wanderet. 

Y e l l o w  Wa~blet 

This species is considered a Species of Special Concern by the S b t e  of 
California, Up to 20 pair of Yellow tiarblers nested in the w e t  riparian 
vegetation along the surveyed section of the Santa Clara River. 

Yell~reastedChat 


This species 1s listed as a Species of Special Concern by the State of 
Californla. Approximately 15 pair of chats nested along the surveyed section of 
the Santa Clara River, mostly within Ventura County. 

Surmer Tanager 

The s m e r  tanager is listed as a Species of Special Concern by the State of 
Californla. A single tanager was observed on May 1st. Tanagers nest in tiparim 
woodlands, but g i v e n  the date, t h i s  idividual rnight have k e n  a migrant rather 
than a s m r  resident. 



Table 1. 	 Bird Observations along rhe Sanra Clara River System, 1993: Santz 
Clara River f r m  Castaic Cree~confl~enceto Ventura County Line. 

Species date: 4/10 4/22 5/1 5 A 3  6/2 6/19 7 /  5 7/18 Status 

Great Blue Heron 1 - -

Great Egret - 1 1 

Green-backed Heron - 3 -

Black-r. 	 Night Heron - - -
Mallard - 9 2 

n r k e y  Vulture - - -

Black-shouldered Kite - 2 1 

Cooper 's Hawk - - -

Red-shouldered Hawk 2 2 1 

Red-mild Hawk 2 6 1 

Fmerican Kestrel 2 2 1 

California Quail 50 115 39 

Killdeer 13 11 8 

Spotted Sandpiper - - 1 

Domescic Plgeon - 5 -

Mourning Dove 4 1 4 

Greater Roadrunner -. 1 i 

Barn 041 - - -

Great Horned Owl 1 - 1 

Whitethroated sift - 4 10 

Black-ch. H m i n g ~ i r d  2 3 3. 

Anna's H m i n g b i r a  9 5 LO 

C o s t a ' s H m i n g ~ i r d  - - -

Acoxn H o o d p x k e r  - 1 -

L. '. ,, ".Lc. -, . t 	 : - 1.1 -
Downy ~ o o d ~ k e t  - 2 1 

Hairy i.;oodrpecker 2 2 L 
Northern Flicker - 3 1 

hesrern h o d  Pewee - - i 

hillow Plycatcher - - -

Black P h o e ~ e  . - 8 2 

Ash- thr Flycatcher 13 14 11 

Western Kingbird - - 4 

Tree Swallow 1 - -

Violet-qreenSwallow - 30 4 

N, Rough-w. Swal-low 3 58 6 

Clitf Swallow - -.I E . ~  " 
 LOO 

,Scru~ j a y  22  22 16 

Awrlcan Crow 22 - 6 

C o m n  Kaven 9 60 13 

- . . _  . ' .  _. 



Table 1 (ant . ) .  Bird Observations along the Santa Clara River System, 1993: 
Santa Clara River from Castaic Creek confluence to Ventura County Line, 

S w i e s  date: 4A0 4/22 5 A  5/13 6 / 2  6/19 7/5 7/18 Status 

American Pipit 65 -
Lqqerhead Shrike - -
European Star l ing 38 10 
Bell's Vireo 1 -
harbling Vireo 1 -
Orange-crowned karbler - 4 
Yellow Warbler 7 2 
Yellow-rum@ Ejarbler 22 -
C o m n  Yellowthroat 6 1 
Wilson's Warbler - 10 
Yellow-breasted Chat - 1 
Black-headed Grosbeak 22 12 
B l u e  Grosbeak 1 3 
Lazuli Bunting - -
Rufous-sided Towhee LO 9 
California Towhee 8 6 
Savannah Sparrow - 6 
Lark Sparrow - -
Song Sparrow 37 15 
khite-crowned Sparrow 8 -
Red-winged Blackbird SO 6 
Brewer's Blackbird - .. 
Brown-headed Cowbird 12 10 
Hooded Oriole - -
Northern Oriole 10 5 
Purple Pinch 2 -
house  Fincn 13 5 
Lesser Goldfinch 10 5 
Lawrence's Goldfinch - -
American Cbldfinch 8 15. 

Total Species: 46 51 52 48 47 42 40 49 
Total Individuals: 596 715 510 382 477 482 2 6 1  345 

T o t a l  Species on a l l  v i s i t s :  79; 45 Resident, 20 S m r  and 14 Migrant and 
Winter. 

Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Sumner Only; W - winte r  Only 

Censuses on 4/10, 5/1, 6/2, 7/5 primarily along north side of Santa Clara River, 
Censuses on 4/22, 2/12, d / i L 1 ,  i / i ,  prlrnarlly alon4 soucn s lae  or -an= Clara 

River. 
31s tar.ce covered i;er ceilsus; 4.5 r n l l e s .  

* One observed feeding a Brown-headed Cow~irdyourq .  



Tmle 2. Bird Observations along the Sanca Clara R i v e r  Sysrcm, 1993: Santa 
Clara River from Ventura County L ine  to &stern  L i m i t  of kewhall Property. 

Spxies date:4A0 4/22 5/1 5/13 5/31 6/19 7/5 7/20 Status 

Great B l u e  Heron -
Great Egrec -
Snowy Eqret -
Green-backed Heron -
Ma1lard 4 
Turkey Vulture  -
Black-sh. Kite 1 
Cooper's Hawk 1 
Red-shouldered Hawk I 
Red-tailed Hawk 3 
Golden Eagle -
American Kestrel 1 
California mail 21 
Killdeer 2 
Spotted Sandpiper -
Dziwstic Pigeon -
Mourning Dove -
Spot ted  Dove 
Grearer Koadrunner -
hhlre-tkroated S h i f t  -
Black-ch.Humningbird 9 
Anna ' s  t im ingb i r a  10 
Costa's H m i n g b i r d  -
Allen's H m i n g ~ i r d  -
I&!.-& Kix;fisb?!,.  
Nut:. Woodpecker 12 
Downy Woodpecker 2 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 
Korchern Flicker 
i&siern mod _?~Jc+ -
Fac. -s. Flycatcher  -
Bltrck Phoe~e 1 
A s h - W .  Flycatcher 8 
Vermill. Flycatcher -
hescetn Kingbird -
N. Rough-w. S w a l - l o w  -
C l i f f  Swallow 50 
S c r c ~J a y  I--J 

2 

American Crow 2 
Cormwn h v e n  2 
9 1  ,:.... : n . r  . ,. 



Table 2 (cont,), Bird Observations along the Santa Clara River System, 1993: 
Santa Clara Rivet from Ventuxa County Line to Western Limit of Newhall Property. 

5A3 5/31 6 A 9  7/6 7/20 Status 

California Thrasher 3 
American Pipit 1 
Cedm Waxwing -
Phainopepla -
Loggethead Shrike -
European Starling 5 
Bell 's  Vireo 2 
Warbling Vi reo  -
Orange-cr .warbler 2 
Yellow Warbler -
Yellow-r.Warbler 15 
Maffiilliv. Warbler -
Comron Yellowtbroat 7 
rv'ilson's Warbler 2 
Yellow-br. Chat 5 
Sumner Tanager -
Black-h, Grosbeak 12 
Blue Grosbeak 1 
Lazuli Bunting -
Rufous-s. Towhee 13 
California Towhee 21 
Lark Sparrow 
song Sparrow 18 
Red*. Blackbird 1 
western Meadowlark -
3rewer8sBlackbird -
Brown-h. Cowbird 16 
Hoodeii Oriole -
Northern Oriole 3 

Purple Pinch 4 

~ o u s ePinch 6 

Pine Siskin -
Lessex Goldfinch 16 
American Goldfinch -
House Sprrow -
Total Species: 45 53 49 49 54 52 56 56 

Total Individuals:475 571 496 551 1102 867 698 557 


Total Species on all visits: 84; 44 Resident, 24 Sum~ler,and 16 Migrant and 

Winter 


Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Sumnez Only; W - %inter  Only 

Censuses on 4 / L O ,  5/1, 5/31 and 7 / 6  were mstly along north side of rivez. 

Censuses on 4/22, 5/13, b/19 and 7/20 were mostly along south siae of river. 


Distance covered on each census; 3 miles. 



A'>pedix 1, Fisn ard K i l d l i f e  Rules for Least Eell's Vireo Censuses. 

A l l  riparian arerr should bo e u r ~ r y s dmem a weak frm AptiL I to 

July 3 1 . Thoaa dater eneomparr ttra prriod during which moat vireo 

namfiaag aativity o e w a .  I f  additLana1 i n f m t i o r r  ma vireo habitat 

utfLizrrtion is needed, Warn e w m y r  shorrld be ertwxld t o  A u g u s t  3 1. 

rafarmrtia tppicaLLy collcrrrted aft- July 31 w i i l  roflactt a broadaz. 

extoat..o t  the xiparfan habftrt a n d . o W  adfaaont; habitat types that  the. 

vireo-utilksr during tha latter-phmm of  brorrdfnq searep, arpo~fally 

w h a a  the y- -t of k b  ~dulb. 


Sur~eryemurk bs condzsctad by -if Led bfalagistir) fa&liat w i t h  o q 
and plunaqm ~ a a t e r r f i r t i c lof Ulo vireu. 

3 .  	 8ur~eyuriaall bo conducted b8twean d.wn and 11:00 a,a, Surveys rthall 

avoid pertada of axcarriva h a t ,  wind, and rain. 


4 ,  	 AT1 virao dotrotions (e .g , ,  vocalization points, amas used for faraging,. 
etc.) ahauld be ured t o  dofia8 lfjrrdividual hornr rangs. Tbas8 data n e d  to 
be mapped orr, s largo-mala aarial.phatagraph. 

5. 	 Data on vir80 b r a e  stat- (a.g., numbar and location of paaed or 

unpaired t w i t o r f a &muler, nrat buil- affees, Pstading of nantlinqu, 

location o f  vireo nesC8, ate.)  should be noted during +*oh satmay. 


6. 	 ~ l lsighthgs ot cowbirdis ancS this nurPbrra in vitsa territories sftould. 
be noted dur- each aurvey. 

3. 	 A ffsal rspurt; rh&d be prrpared which da~ctiberrtumcy dates, nrathods, 
locatfona, atrd infamation idmatifbd in iteau 4 ,  5 ,  and 6 above. 

rf you have any cfusl~tionaraqardfnq theus ~ t ~ s yguidelinen, pieaae contact 
tho U . 8 ,  Fiah and Wildlife Srrevico a t  ( 7 1 0  613-4270. 




