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Nature and Scape of Surveys 

Curing the s ~ r i n ga a  early s m , e r  of 1994 surveys were conducted of & 

section of the Santa Clara kiver mCr its t r ibu ta r i e s  i n  the vicini ty  of Valencia, 
California t o  eeterxriine Fresence or absence Gf l e a s t  Ee l l ' s  vireo and other 
Species ~f Concern. kiurrkrs of a l l  species otserved here noted, aria special  
~ t t e n t i o n  cias placea on locating qecies consiurea ra re  ane enhanger&. 

Lach survey has con6uctec on foot by observers h e l l  ac~uain ted  with h t h  
visual and auditory patterns of southern California birds. A l l  surveys occurrea 
-;tween 6 mci 10 2.r;;. Atter i n i t i a l  surveys, hhich fcuna no vireos, c a l l s  ci 
l ea s t  B e l l ' s  vireo \+ereplay& uur iny a subsequent census t o  el ici t  response f rm, 
t e r r i t o r i a l  n d e s .  survey routes bere aesignea t o  cover a l l  areas of each 
s e c t i ~ nor the r iver ,  with erphasis &laced on wetter habi ta ts  where l e a s t  Eell's 
vireos and: other sensit ive r i ~ a r i a n  species a re  n ~ s t  l ike ly  t o  occur. k r sonne l  
tor a i l  surveys were Caniel A. Guthrie, kichara F. Clements, and Jua i th  A. 
Sugaen. 

To k a c i i i t a t e  surveys, tne area kss ciiviaeci in to  eight  sections (Figure 1). 
Celineaticn of the eight areas a d .  corntents on ~ s c nfollok. Surveys of the 
n o r ~ a l l y  crk sections ~f the river s y s t e m  (Areas 3 - 8 )  hhere l e a s t  Eel1 s vireos 
have not keen ~ b s e r v e c  curing the Fast  5 kears here c ~ n a u c t e ~  twice curin% the 
nesting season. The seconG survey kas delayed u n t i l  June t o  ensure th&t l a t e  
arr ivins  species sucn c.s yellow-bill& cuckoo ma willow flycatcher woulc not be 
n.isseo. Lurveys of t r ~ e  t ~ o  sectlons ok the Santa Clara kiver (Areas i ana 2 )  
w e r e  l ~ a s tGell's v i r e ~ s  have teen observea ciurincj tne lsst 5 kears bere 
ccn6ucteci sccorainy t o  Lhe ~ r o t o c o l  0 u t l i f i ~  by the F i s h  ma Liildlife Service 
(&pne ix  l ) ,e x c e ~ t  that  surveys were not conaucteci huring duly. ~ a d i t i o n a l  
v i s i t s  here conauctea t o  areas khere l e a s t  b e l l ' s  vireos here observea t o  
deterrriine c o n t i n u s  grenence. 

Habitat cordition and Bird Ohxvaths. 

In general, 1534 was a very COG year for r ipar ian habi ta t  don9 the Santa 
Clara F,;iver. F loo~ing  in  1993 removeu Eucn of the dead vegetation Lron, tne 
ea r l i e r  berioa of tirougnt ma f la t tenea out the r iver  channel, The r e su l t  bas 
t h s t  larcje areas or s a n ~adjacent t~ the r iver  rezaineci het tiirouqhout the 
~Lserva t ion  te r ioc ,  ;he 1994 floocs were ~ i l c ima aid not canage i ievelo~ing w e t  
r i ~ a r i a n  vegetation on these f l a t s ,  Spring rains  a lso allcw& for  6evelopent  
01 chis vegetation, 





Tatles 1 througn 8 present birc; observations i n  each of the specif ic  study 
areas f c r  1994. Cifferent  s ~ e c i e s  breed a t  a i f  fe ren t  times of the year. In 
9enera1, species are  rrost  eas i ly  ~ b s e r v e a  when they a re  actively ~efenuing  
t e r r i t o r i e s  cy song during the establishement or breedring pairs ,  Once &ai rs  a r e  
estaklisnea ana nest ins  begins song often cecreases ana the nurrners of c i rd s  
observea, therefore,  a l so  clecreases. After young leave the nest ,  n w i r s  
okse rve~  increase, Thus, for r r m t  resiaent species, nurrltiers of aaul t  ~ i r a s  are 
1i.OSt accurately censusea i n  A ~ r i l ,when t e r r i t o r i a l  a c t i v i t y  is a t  a n,axir~um. 
t. few s ~ e c i e s  such as Anna's hw, ingbi ra  t ha t  nest  ea r ly  i n  the season may be 
underestimated, humbers observed rray aecrease s l i gh t ly  i n  May mu early June 
when birds a re  less act ive uuring nesting, and increase i n  l a t e  June aria July 
when young t i r d s  leave the nest. 

Several species tha t  a re  not considered r ipar ian s~eciesbut are  corrmn i n  
aajacent coasta l  sage ana c h a ~ a r r a l  habiats corrte i n to  the r ipar ian zone i n  l a t e  
s m e r  when other veqetaional areas a re  dry, The increase i n  numbers of l azu l i  
bunting, lark sp r row,  house finch, ~hainopepla  ana murning Love i n  l a t e  June 
f o l l ~ wtnis trenu. 

.Following a re  skec i f ic  conments on the habi ta t  hnC bird observations in  each 
area. 

~wea1, 	Santa Clara River; Old aighway to the muth of Castaic Creek and Castiac 
Creek frau this confluence to State Route 126, 

Length of sect ion,  3.5 miles. The Santa Clara h v e r  f loks  c~nt inuous ly  in  
t h i s  section ana is augmented by the Valencia waste water ou t f a l l  near the 
upstrean en6 of t h i s  section. Although t h i s  s e c t i ~ n  w&s afiecteci by an o i l  s ~ i l l  
d u r i q  the hinter of 1993-4, no e f f ec t s  of t h i s  s p i l l  here observmle a t  the time 
or tne census, hear Castaic Junction, large f l a t s  of w e t  r ipar ian vegetation 
here heavily usea by rea-wingea blackbirds, song sparrows ana corncon 
yellohthroats, all of: knich here m r e  corrron than i n  Erevlous years anen these 
t l a t s  c id  not ex is t .  Virginia r a i l s  were a l so  seen regularly i n  this area ma 
proholy  nested. In  aaai t ion,  a pond a t  Castaic Junction, a remnant of an ola 
hater cress  tielci, has home t o  a colony of up t o  2GO pa i r s  o i  t r icolored 
redalngs, s species not seen i n  any n m i r s  in  ~ r e v i o u s  years, 

Area 2, 	Santa Clara River; Old Highway to Mcl3ean Parkway, 

Length of sect ion,  1.4 miles. ?he Santa Clara a v e r  flows continuously i n  
t h i s  section. The channel is braided and wet r ipar ian  vegetation is cell 
aeveloljed along t h i s  section of the r iver ,  Although this sect ion was affectea 
t y  an o i l  s p i l l  during the winter ci 1993-4, no e f f ec t s  of t h i s  s p i l l  here 
observable a t  the time of the census, hepairs to the 1-5 and. G l a  Hicjhbay bridqes 
were in  progress during the census pricii ana probably aecreasea the nurrber of 
swallows observea a s  they nest  unoer these bridges. A s l i g h t  increase i n  song 
sparrows and a l a r ~ eincrease in rea-winged c l l~ckbi ras  a t t e s t s  t o  the im~rovea 
quali ty of the wet r i ~ a r i a nhabi ta t ,  This area bas heavily irr,~acteu by off roaci 
vehicles aurins the StLiCiy per im.  kiowever, vehicles rerr,ainea for  the rriost Gart 
i n  ttle unvegetatea sect ion of tne river channel, A conparison of nluucers of sGn9 
skarrows per mile nesting i n  this section (14.3) compared t o  Area 1, where 
vehicle disturbance was very rr,iniIl~al (17.1) shows l i t t l e  or no irr~pact. k s ingle  
l e a s t  Be l l ' s  v i reo was observea, a d  i n  aiscussea unaer S ~ e c i e s  of S ~ e c i a l  
Concern. 



Area 3. 	Santa Clara River; McBean Parkway to Boquet Canyon m. 

Length of section,  1.2 rr'iles. ha te r ,  s u ~ p l i e a  by the Saugus wastewater 
ou t f a l l  a t  6oquet Canyon Eriage, is con~inuous in  this section or the Santa 
Clara Liver. R i ~ a r i a n  vegetation has considerably irrrproveci over 1993 a s  
i n a i c ~ t e a  by increase i n  song skarrows. 

Area 4. 	 Santa Clara River; Boquet Canyon Road upstream to L W  
transnission lines, 

Length of sect icn,  2.3 ni les .  This section of the  Santa Clara kiver is past  
years has k e n  wet only br ie f ly  ciuring s ~ r i n g  rains. In 1994 a ~ a t e r  release 
from the IXP aqueauct 2. U n i l e s  upstreai  fron Boquet Canyon hoaa kept t h i s  
section wet throughout the winter ~ spring and resulted i n  the ~ e v e l o p i e n t  of 
uet  r ipar ian habitat .  Nurbers of birds increased accordingly. Song sparrows and 
rea-king& blackbirds increased dramatically along t h i s  section over ~ r e v i o u s  
years and a rrallara cuck nested successfully. 

Area 5, 	Casta ic  Creek; S m t e  125 to Old F&ad next to Interstate 5, 

Length of sect ion,  1.8 miles. Prior t o  1993 drought had k i l l ed  nuch of the 
young willows along tnis section. The floods o r  1993 rerroved the  aeaG wood, but 
l e f t  r a y  barren gravel bars. In 1594 these areas  were well vegetated, the 
~ ~ e g e t a t i o nsupported by flowing water aue t o  uFs t r ea& releases &ring the spring. 
The r e su l t  was developnient of much wet r ipar ian 5rowth. Xumbers of song %arrows 
ami red-wingea blackbiras increased over previous years and a s m a l l  colony of 
t r icolorea reciwings a l so  a p a r e a .  A s ing le  l e a s t  E e l 1 's vireo was observed, ana 
is discussed undier S p c i e s  of Special Concern. 

Area 6, 	San Francisquito Creek; Santa Clara River upstream 2-5 miles, 

Length of section,  2.5 ~ i l e s .Piis sect ion bas w e t  i n  &r i l  ana !.lay but dry 
curing June ana July. h e  t o  Letter cievelopent of w e t  r i ~ a r i a n  vegetation, song 
sFarrow anti red-wingea blackbird numbers were up from ~ r e v i o u s  years. 
Ctservations of l e a s t  bell's vireo ana hillow flycatcher are  ciiscussed unaer 
S ~ e c i e s  of S ~ e c i a l  Concern. 

Area 7, 	 South Fork of the Santa Clara River; McSean Parkway to kgic Mountain 
parkway (Ruute 126)-

Length of section,  1.0 ni les .  ?he channel along this sect ion or the Soutn 
Fork is narrow and very sandy. h , o s t  a l l  vegetation along the botton; of the 
channel bas removed by spring flooas. Some s t a n a i n ~  hater has &resent near t n e  
~"lci?eanbridge. A grea t  n o r n e  owl nested unaer the r t e  126 kriage. 'ihis briage 
was rer~ovea i n  rvlay Lor replacenlent a f t e r  the  obls  had fledgea. 

Area 8, 	 South Fork of the Santa Clara River, Route 126 upstream to 
NewhaLl Creek, 

Length of section,  1.4 miles. This section of the  r iver  has c ry  except for  
c a r , ,  areas for~ec i  cy runoff from culver ts  along the best s i ~ eor the creek. 
Ca t t a i l s  c e v e l o ~ e a  i n  these viet areas s u p p r t e a  fewer soncj sparrows tnan i n  
~ r e v i o u s  years EM= no reawinq Llackbirds, Gernzps a s i s n  of i-imlan a is tur tance  
near tne w e t  areas. 



General Cammts an Habitat Quality 

:a le  9 resents census uata from tne ~ a s t5 years on selectea  species. 
;cn5 sl;arrces are  depefiaent u&on the narrow b a a  of bet riparian vegetation found 
alcjng Gerrranent streatas. The oecrease i n  numbers froni 1990 t o  1391 is a 
rer lect ion of tne severe drougnt experience i n  southern California auring t h i s  
gerloa. Although 1992 was a corgaratively w e t  year, the rerroval of ~ o s tbet  
r ipar ian vegetation by s ~ r i n s  floods fur ther  reauced the nurrdxrs of tnis species,  
e s ~ e c i a l l y  i n  area 1. In  1993, sl;rmg tlooaing fur ther  rerraved w e t  r ipar ian 
v s e t z t i o n  ano there was l i t t l e  regrowth pr ior  t o  the nestin5 season. Low 
r.urr&rs of song s2arrows are  a inciication of t h i s  destruction of bet r i ~ a r i a n  
habitat ,  

As shown i n  table 9, durin5 1994 wet r ipar ian vegetation irrL~rovea 
arartatically along Castaic Creek (a rea  5) an6 San Prancisquito Creek (a rea  6 ) .  
r i m e r s  o i  Song sparroks i n  areas 2 and 3, the  S m t a  Clara f i ve r  ktween 1-5 and 
2oc;uet Canyon Eoaa, continue t o  k aepressed from hish numbers i n  1990. This nay 
ke m e  to  orf roaa venicle caiaqe or s inply t o  slow recovery floviins the  1S93 
tloocs. 

r~umijersor yellow w a r ~ l e r s ,  a o t h e r  s~eciesaependent upon w e t  r i ~ a r i a n  
vegetaticn, were up s l igh t ly  i n  1994. Bewick's wren is a cornin inhabitant of 
the br ie r  sect ions  of the r ipar ian zone t n a t  were not s o  heavily ini~actetl by 
spring flooding. tiumbers of t h i s  species show an increase i n  1992 and 1993, wet 
years, over This is p r e s ~ ~ a b l ytne numbers i n  a r i e r  1991. uue t o  increases i n  
insect  tom.  The s l i g h t  decrease i n  1954, especially alonq tne Santa Clara hiver 
between 1-5 and the confluence with Castaic Creek, ray ke uue t o  observer 
concentration on wetter ~ o r t i o n s  of the r iver .  

Cam=nts on Sensitive Species 

Cooper's Hawk 

C ~ o p e r ' s  hawK is consiuerea a E ~ e c i e s  o t  Special Concern cy the S t a t e  of 
i t l i t c r n i a .  Tho pa i r s  of Coo~ers  hawits here observeci i n  1994, the sm.e nurriir 
as observea i n  1992 19533. This s~eciesis a resident t h a t  nests  and hunts 
in  rigarian woodlanit hakitat. 

Wte-tailed K i t e  

5his  species, formerly the Black-shouluerea Kite, is considerea "Special" 
ky trte S ta te  of Calikornia. A pair  cjf k i t e s  cesteci i n  the dry wooalana on the 
north sicie of the Santa Clara Gver  near the  confluence with Castaic CreeK. 

ki l low Flycatcher 

' ihis s ~ e c i e s  is consiaerea a Category 1 Candidate for  l i s t i n g  unaer the 
heaertil Encanqered Species A c t .  Fiillm flycatchers  were once wides~reaci i n  w e t  
r ipar ian woodlana i n  southern California but now only a few inaiviauals  exist .  
?he rr:ain California breeding ~ o ~ u l a t i o n s  a re  along the kern Kiver o t  t h i s  s ~ e c i e s  



Figure 2 .  Locations of Least Bell's Vireo and Willow Flycatcher sightings, 1994. 

: Willow Flycatcher sigh 

Willow Flycatcher sighting, 6-4 

;east ell's Vireo sighting, 6-28 



Figure 3. Locat ion of Leas t  B e l l ' s  Vireo and Tr i co lo red  Redwing S igh t ings ,  1994. 



ana i n  northern California. InaiviGuals o t  this species here observe6 i n  l a t e  
May a m  early June a t  locations shown on figures 2 arid 3. iiowever, none of these 
tiircs could be relocateG cn subsguent  v i s i t s .  It seems l i k e l y  t ha t  the 
individuals o&serveci were migrants resting curing ~ i q r a t i o n  to  l o c a l i t i e s  further 
north. 

California Horned Iark 

Yhis species is a candidate for l i s t i n g  unaer the Federal Enctangereu Swcies  
A c t ,  horn& la rks  were observed near Castaic Junction in ploued f i e lds  aajecent 
t o  the banta Clara fiiver, 

Least Bell's Vireo 

Three l e a s t  B e l l ' s  vireos were observed i n  1994 a t  locations indicated i n  
i igures  2 ma 3, Gnly the bird on San Erancisquito Creek bas singing, The other 
tho ~ i C inot sing spntaneously but ~ n l y  i n  respcinse t o  a t a p .  Lespite r e v i s i t s  
t o  eacn of the three locations on two separate occasions, none of the three 
vireos could k relocated. A l l  observations occurred l a t e  i n  tne year and m y  
te o t  juveniles ~anae r inq  fro& the i r  nestinq a re s  a r t e r  tledging . \,hen o~se rved ,  
the biras  seerred t o  r;,ove aloncj the stream channels rather than remain i n  a s ingle  
location. However, Loth the Castaic Creek ana Santa Clara giver Channel 
l oca l i t i e s  a r e  i n  sui table  breeding habi ta t  for vireos m a  should I;e checked for 
vireo occurrence i n  future years, 

Y e l l o w  Warbler 

The yellow warbler is consiaerea a S ~ e c i e s  of S ~ e c i a l  Concern by the State  
of California. Yellow karblers prefer w e t  r ipar ian habi ta t  t u t  a r e  a l so  found 
i n  large cottonwocGs in  dr ie r  r i ~ a r i a n  areas, Singing yellow warblers &ere 
observed along nearly every section of the Santa Clara kiver ana Castaic Creek, 
A few of the birds  ohserved vere probbly  fiigrants an0 t h i s  s~eciesis knohn t o  
sincj its t e r r i t o r i a l  s o w  uuring migration, l~uirmrs i n  1994 were a h u t  the same 
a s  those observea i n  krevious years, 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

ii-he yellow-breasted chat is considerea a Species of Special Concern by the 
State  of Cdi forn ia .  Chats here observed s p r i n g l y  along the bet sections of the 
L a t a  Clara Kiver, h w k r s  were up froni the ~ r e v i o u s  year. 

Tricolored Blackbird 

The t r icolorea blackbird is a Category 2 Candiaate for  l i s t i n s  unaer the 
PeCeral Lnaangerea bpecies Act, A colony o t  a h u t  200 breeaing &ai rs  of this 
species occu~ ied  a srr.all ra rsh  area along the s i ae  of the s a t a  Clara k i  ,ver a t  
Castalc Junction ana another smaller group ~t about 20 pair  nest- i n  a p n d  
L ~ s i a e  Castaic Creek  ( f igure  3) .  Keitner of these colonies exis ted i n  ~ r e v i o u s  
years. Eoth occur i n  sniall ~ o c k e t sof c a t t a i l  containea i n  encloseu areas. The 
pocket or, Castaic Creek apFears t o  ke m old barrow b i t  l e f t  Gver trorr~ work on 
flooa control Gikes.  #the area along the S a t a  Clara River has an act ive 
hatercress f i e l d  un t i l  destroyed by the 1993 floods, Kains auring 1994 resulted 
in stancing water ana lusn growtn of c a t t a i l s  i n  both locations. 



'iable 1. d i r a  Gbservations along the Santa Clara Liver Systerri ,  1994: S a t a  
Clara a v e r  i ron Gld liicjnway alorq 1-5 t o  the riautn of Castaic CreeK ana 
Castaic Cree~fron;. t h i s  confluence tc S ta te  Eoute 126. 

Species 2ate: 4-12 5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 6-26 s t a t u s  

Great Blue heron 
Great Egret 
Snowy Egret 
Green heron 
El. cr. Night Heron 
Cmaaa Uose  
Nallaru 
cinnaxron Teal 
Turkey Vulture 
kihite-tail& Kite 
~eu-shoulaered Havik 
Red-tailed Hawk 
h e r i c a n  Kestrel 
California Lu&il 
American Coot 
sora mil  
Virginia hi1 
kil laeer  
Spotted Saap ipe r  
Soli tary Sanapiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Corrman S n i p  
Comestic Pigeon 
t4ourning Cove 
Bsrn &l 
G r e ~ t e r  i?ozar umer 
kihite-throateci Swift 
Vaux's Strift 
Elack-cn. l i m i i n g ~ i r 6  
m a  's Humningbird 
Costa's HWiinqbira 
Nuttall 's Pioodpcker 
L;owny L,ocxipec ker 
Iiairy Woocipecier 
t orthern Flicker 
hestern kow Gewee 
gac. S l o p  Flycatcher 
alack Phoebe 
~ s h - t h r .  Flycatcher 
kestern Kingkira 
aornea Liirk 
Violet-green Skialloh 
ii. fioucjh-ki. b k a l l 0 ~  
Barn Swallow 
Cliff Skallok 



?able 1 (cont.). bird C;Lservations along the Santa Clara Liver System, 1954: 
Santa Clara River from C l a  h'ighway along 1-5 to the r;;outh of Castaic 
Creek ana Castaic Creek from t h i s  confluence to  S t s t e  koute 126, 

S p c i e s  date: 4-12 5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 6-26 s t a tus  

Scrub Jay 
America Crow 
Corrlrron mven 
Elain Yitxnouse 
busntit  
bewick's k e n  
&louse hiren 
hestern Ljluebira 
Swainson's Thrush 
linier ican Fatin 
t i rent i t  
N, Imkingbird 
Calif. Thrasher 
C e ~ a r  Laxwing 
Ehainopepla 
LuroFean Star l ing 
Sol i tary Vireo 
Piarbling Vireo 
Orange-cr , kar kler 
Yellow iiarbler 
Yellow- r. karbler 
Cornan Yellowthroat 
t i lson'  s karbler 
Yellow-br , Chat  
bies tern Tanager 
alack-heaueii Grostesk 
Elue Grosbeak 
Lazuii Buntins 
iiufous-siaed lbwhee 
California Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
hhite-cr . Sqar row 
Kea-winged B l a c k b i r ~  
'iricoloreci heawing 
hestern fieaaowlar k 
Brewer's Elackbirc 
Erown-head& Cowbird 
kiooaed Griole 
tior thern Griole 
house Finch 



T-'&le 1 (cont.).  L i r c  Ctservations along the  Santa Clara kdver Sys t a , ,  1994: 
Santa Clara a v e r  trorri Cld ~ignwzy along 1-5 to tne rroutn oi Castaic 
Creek ma Cactaic Creek fro^ t h i s  confluence t o  S t ~ t e  Loute 126. 

Species date: &12 5-3 5-13 5-31 6-15 5-28 s t a t ~ s  

Lesser Caluf inch 8 2 29 2 6 - k 
Lawrence's Goldfinch 2 - - - - - F, 

Arerican Goldfinch 6 6 - - - - Gi,M 

30 t a l  S p c i e s  : 53 57 55 48 54 48 
To t a l Ina iv idua l s :  370 700 1037 872 827 589 

l o t a l  S p c i e s  on all v i s i t s :  50 
l u t a l  Probable Ereeaing spcies: 55 

Status:  l i  - higrant ;  K - Eesicent; S - Summer Cnly; \r - h in t e r  Cnly 

Censuses of 4-12, 5-13 ana 6-15 on north s i d e  of r i ve r ,  
Censuses of 5-3, 5-31 ana 6-28 on south siae of r iver .  



liable 2. 	Eira Observations along the Santa Clara River Systeri,, 1994: Santa 
Clara Liver fro= b:ckm Parkbay to Cla highway along 1-5. 

v' L1. cr . hicjht Heron 
5 :.,allarc 

;mite-tailea Kite 

7 Cooper's Ba~k 

::. Rea-shculderd Hawk 
- kea-tailed Bawk 
0 
California Guail 


k i l l~eer  

Spotted Sanapiper 

mmstic Pigeon 

i~iournin~Cove 


f3 	 Greater hoaar unner 

Black-ch. tiwmingbird 

Anna's hunntingbira 

Nuttall s kioodpecker 

mwny 1,ooapccker 

Bairy r,mipecker 

r&r thern E licker 

Pac. Slop Flycatcher 

Black Phcek 

Ash-thr. Flycatcher 

\.restern kinsbird 

h. Eioucjh-w. Swallow 

C l i f f  Sallow 

Scrut, Jay 

mer ican Crok 


fiorrmn kaven 

Blain Titmuse 

eush t i t  

E e k i c k  ' s Rren 

iiouse Men 


0)4	hestern tlluebira 
Skainson's Thrush 
m~erican mbin 
krentit 
h.. ~~ockincjoira 

ii 0 Calif. ,Yhrasner 

Lhaino~epla 

European Star ling 

Bell's Vireo 

i~arrjling Vireo 


q5	Grange-cr . harbler 
Yelloh i-abler 
Yelloh- r. Larkler 
lack-tn. grey lrYarbler 


Cornon Yellowthroat 

hilsonls karbler 


IL ello ow-tr. mat 



Yale 2 (cont.). Eira Cbservations along the Santa Clara a v e r  Systai ,  1994: 
Santa Clara kiver from FIcEean Parkway t o  0 1 ~highway along 1-5. 

kestern Tanager 
Elack-heaaeii Grosbeak 
blue Grosbeak 
Lazuli Emting 
Rufous-s ided Towhee 
California Towhee 
Song Sparrow 
Reci-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
House Finch 
k s s e r  Go l~ f inch  
Lzwrence 's Golaf inch 
Paler ican Goldfinch 

Total S p c i e s :  
Total Inaividuals: 

31 
210 

36 
172 

35 
165 

34 
121 

31 
137 

33 
225 

Total Species on a l l  v i s i t s :  62 
!total Probable Breeding Species: 44 

-Status: f.1 Migrant; R - Resident; S - Surr~ner Cnly; k - Winter Gnly 



T a l e  3. e i r a  GOservations along tne Santa Clara a v e r  System, 1994: Santa Clara 
kiver from Boquet Canyon kci. t o  bicEean Garkway. 

tpcies  aate:  4-12 6-4 Status  

C o o ~ r's Hawk -
Red-biles Hawk 1 
California m a i l  14 
Killdeer 2 
Loniestic Eigeon 18 
blourning Cove 4 
Eufous I lmingb i rd  1 
Black-ch. Hmmingbird 3 
Anna's Hummingbird 1 
Nuttall  s h d p e c k e r  3 
mkny kiooir~ecker 3 
horthern Flicker -
W i l l ~ wFlycatcher -
black Phoebe 2 
Psh- thr. Flycatcher 7 
hestern kingbira -
N. Rough-w. Swallow 11 
Cliff  Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
American Crow 
Cornan Raven 
Plain Titmouse 
~ u s h t i t  
Bewick's hren 
House Wen 
b es te rn  Bluebird 
Calif. Thrasher 
Phaino~epla 
European Star l ing 
Grange-cr. : ab le r  
Yellow harbler 

6 
7 
7 

12 
4 

16 
6 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Yellow- r. Siarbler 23 
Black-th. grey karbler 1 
Cornan Yellowthroat 6 
k i i l s ~ n ' s  Larbler 4 
Yellow-br .Chat -
Black-heaaea Grosbeak 3 
Blue Grosbeak -
Lazuli Eunting -
Ruious-siaea Tcwnee 4 
California Towhee FJ 

Song S ~ a r r o ~  15 
hhite-cr . S~ar rcw 15 
hed-king& dlackbira 5 
Brown-hes~ed Cowbird 14 



liable 3. (cont.) L i r a  Cbservations along the Santa Clara Liver System, 1594: 
Santa Clara f i ve r  from Loquet Canyon Ed. t o  ;icE3?m Parkway. 

~ ~ e c i e s  uate: 4-12 6-4 Status  

Lorthern Oriole 6 - S 
1-iouse h inch 6 17 ii 
Lesser Lddf  inch 3 LI h 

Total 5y;ecies : 41 
Total Inaividuals: 247 

'Iota1 %ecies on a l l  v i s i t s :  48 
.lots1 Probable Breeaing biras: 41 



i a c l e  4. 	 Biru Observations along ule Santa Clara Eiiver System, 1994: S a t a  Clara 
fiiver fron: Gober Llne 2.5 rr i les tigstrearr; from W u e t  Cayon Fu. t o  
Lcquet Cayon Aoaa Crossin5 . 

Sgecies a a t e: 4-28 6-4 Sta tus  

I.a i l a r c  
Lea-tailea Bawk 
American Kestrel 
Cal i fornia  Cuail  
Killceer 
hourning Cove 
Greater hoabrunner 
Anna's Hurrningbirc; 
N u t t d l ' s  Cidp?cker  
Lortnern Fl icker  
~ ~ I C KF h ~ k  

Flycatcner 
Liestern Kingbird 
iv . hough-h . Shalloh 
C l i f f  Swillow 
Ecruc J a y  
Cormon Mven 
Bushti t  
tiewick's hren 
hestern B l u e b i r ~  
Sirentit  
h. bbckingbirci 
Calif.  Thrasner 
f h a i n o ~ e ~ l a  
European S ta r  l i n g  
k'sll~ki-r. T,arbler 
i , i ison 'E Larbler 
t- lack-neaaea G r o s k a ~  
F.uf GUS-siaea Towhee 
Cal i fornia  'Ioanee 
Son5 SF-a r r O W  
&a-wingea Blackbir i  
fireher's Liackbira 
Brown-iieaaea C m ~ ird  
Lor #ern Cr i o l e  
house Pinch 
Lesser a l c f i n c h  

Lotal Skecies on a l l  v i s i t s :  57 
' i c t a l  Possible Greeuing b ~ c i e s  : 32 

Status: rl - k~igran t ;R - kesicent;  S - Sumrcter Gnly; - h in t e r  Gnly Ti 

( ) = Young Bir6s 



Sable 5. 	 Lira Ctservations along the Santa Clara hiver System, 1993: Castaic 
Creek froril Old fioaa west t o  kite. 12b. 

Green Heron 
E l .  cr .  Light Heron 
ilailarci 
krhite- ta i led  K i t e  
C o o ~ e r ' s  Hawk 
Hed-tailea hawk 
California Luail 
Werican Coot 
Killaeer 
Domestic Pigeon 
Mcurning Cove 
Llack-ch. HmingLira  
Anna's Hm,ingbira 
Costa's H d n g b i r d  
Liuttall 's h d ~ e c k e r  
mkny hoodpcker 
tiairy LVocd~ecKer 
f .*.rthern f l i cker  
Black P h w k  
Ash-thr. Elycatcher 
Liestern Kingbirci 
Violet-green Swallow 
N. Rough-w. Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
mLerican Crow 
Coxinin haven 
Plain %itnouse 
Lushtit 
& K ~ C K ' S  w e n  
house hrfn 
L r f n t i t  
Calif. Thrasner 
EuroFean Star l ing 
&l l ls  Vireo 
Cran~e-cr. harbler 
Yellow karbler 
Yellow- r. Warbler 
Cornan Yellowthroat 
kMilsonls kar bler  
Yellow-~r.Chat 
Glack-heaaeu Grosbeak 
Elue Grosbeak 
Lhzuli bunting 
f;.ufous-si2e~ Tuhnee 
Californiz loknee 



- - 

Y ~ b l e5 (cont , ) ,  Lira Gkservations along the Santa Clara hiver Systeni, 15-93: 
Castaic Creek Erom Clci koad best t o  I;te. 126. 

Species date: 4-21 6-6 s t a tu s  
Sonq Sparrow 44 18 k 
Red-wingeu Blackbird 41) 25 S 
Tricolorea Mwiny - 30 S 
brown-headed Co~birc; 1 9  23 S-Korthern Griole 4 L S 
house Finch 14 12 Ei 
Lesser Goldfinch 8 4 R 

Total Species : 38 45 
Total I ~ i v i d u a l s  : 437 480 

% t a l  Swc ies  on a l l  v i s i t s :  54 
Total Possible Breeding Species: 46 

Status: M - Pligrant; K - Kesicient; S - S m e r  Gnly; h - hin te r  Gnly 

( ! = Young Eirds 



'izble 6. ~ i r ~  1994:LLservacions a l~nc j  the Santa Clara f iver  System, San 
Francisquit0 Creek for 2 I d e s  above hain Channei. 

Species bate : 4-26 6-6 Status 

rrnite-caileci Kite 
Coo~er's hawk 
Reu-tail& hawk 
America Kestrel 
California Quail  
KillGeer 
Coniestic Pigeon 
hourning Cove 
Greater Roadrunner 
Elack-ch. Hmingbi ra  
Anna's Humningkird 
Costa's h d n q b i r a  
h u t t a l l ' s  hOOd~€?Cker 
Cohny hooapecker 
k!c.rthern Flicker 
hestern \,mPewee 
Pac. Slope Flycatcher 
Ftillow Flycatcher 
Ash-thr. Flycatcher 
hestern Ringbird 
19. Rough-w. Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
American Crow 
C o m n  m e n  
Plain Titmouse 
Lushtit 
B e k i c k ' s  hren 
tiouse kr en 
GIestern Lluebird 
h. b~ockin~bira  
Calit .  Thrasher 
Ehainopepla 
European Starling 
B e l l ' s  Vireo 
Crange-cr .harbler 
Yellow harbler 
C o m n  Yellowthroat 
\rilson' s karbler 
Elac~-heaaeci Groskak 
kufous-sided Towhee 
Czlifornia Towhee 
Song Sprrow 
Lincoln 's Sparrow 
Lnite-cr . Sparrow 
hea-wlngea Blackbird 
hestern bieaaowlark 



M.ie 6 ((cont,), Lirdi Gbservations dong  the Santa Clara f i ve r  Systeni, 1994: San 
E'rancisquito Creeic for  2 l~l i les  atove h i n  Channel, 

S ~ e c i e s  date: 4-28 0-6 Stzitus 

mown-nesded Cobbird 12 18 S 
m r  thern Gr i o l e  11 10 S 
~ ! ~ ~ u . s e  22 RFinch 42 
Lesser mld f  inch - 4 K 
Uwrence's Goldfinch - L k 

Total Species : 41 42 
Total Indivicuals: 527 39G 

'iota1 S ~ e c i e s  on a l l  v i s i t s :  52 
Total Fcssible Breeaing Species: 42 

Ststus:  M - Wigrant; R - Resident; s - Suwner Gnly; hr - hin te r  Cnly 

( ) = Young bi ras  



Table 7. B i r a  Cibservations along the  Santa Clara River Systerr~, 1994: South Fork 
f r o r ~&tee126 t o  I'c&an Pzrkway. 

S ~ e c i e s  da t e: 4-21 b-b Sta tus  

Lea-tail& hawk 
American Kestrel 
California Guail 
Killdeer 
14ourning Love 
i r t a t  Horned C%il 
Anna's H m i n g b i r d  
h u t t a l l ' s  F.i&pecKer 
Northern Flicker 
black Phoebe 
Ash-thr, Flycatcher 
&ugh-wingeo Swallow 
ScruD Jay 
Fxier ican Crow 
Corcran Raven 
Eushtit 
Bewick I s  Wen 
N. Imckingbira 
Cal i f ,  Thrasher 
h i l son  s harbler  
Cal i fornia  Towhee 
iiouse Finch 

Total Species: 17 16 
Total  Inaiviauals  : 48 38 

Total S ~ e c i e s  on a l l  v i s i t s :  22 
Total Fossible hreeaing s~ecies:21 

Sratus: fi - Migrant; K - kesiaent;  S - Summer Gnly; ti - h in t e r  Cnly 



p a l e  ti. Giro Ctservations along the  Santa Clara River System, 1594: south Fork 
irom hewhall Cwk t o  kte. 126. 

w 

Spcies date: 4/21 6-6 Stzitus 

Red-tailed Hawk 
California Luail 
Killdeer 
Is~ourning Cove 
Anna's t imingbi rd  
hi. mugh-w. Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
C o m n  Bven 
Busntit 
Bewick's hren 
merican Robin 
N. lviockingbird 
Ehainopepla 
European Star 1in9 
Yellow-rmgea h.ar bler 
k;.ilson8s Karbler 
California Towhee 
Scng Sparrow 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
llouse Einch 
Lesser Goldfinch 

Total Spc ie s :  20 1 4  
Total Individuals: 52 44 

Total S p c i e s  on a l l  v i s i t s :  22 
Total Eossible Breeainy S ~ e c i e s :  18 

Status: Pi - idgrant; L. - kesident; S - SWer Lnly; h - hinter  Lnly 

( )  = Young b i ras  



% a l e9. Congarison o i  ko&ulat ions o r  Selec ted  Z~ecies,1990 - 1994. 

Census Areas 
spcies Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 To ta l  

Song S ~ a r r o w  	1994 67 26 1 5  7 4 4 40 C 5 198 
1993 63 15 6 2 1 8  11 G 1 3  128 
1992 63 38 28 2 5 14 7 10 167 
1991 112 30 39 0 9 7 12  24 233 
1990 117 62 36 0 11 16 15  30 307 

Yellcw Liarbler 1994 3 2 2 0 2 1 0 G 10 
1993 5 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 8 
1992 9 5 3 1 0 3 0 0 21 
1951 23 8 2 2 1 7  4 G 4 60 
1990 16 20 2 1 10 0 3 1 53 




