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~ a t u r eand scopeof Surveys . , . . . .. . 

During the spring and early summer of 2004 bird surveys were conducted on the north side of the 
Santa Clara River at Castaic Junction. The surveys covered an area roughly triangularin shape and 
bounded on the northeast by Interstate 5, on the northwest by State Route 126and on the southern 
edge by the Santa Clara River pigure 1). 

' Surveys were focused on determiningpreseice or absence of California gnatcat&$ aadfc~llowed 
U.S.Fish and Wildlife Senriceprotocol for this species in non-NCCP areas: This protocol requires 6 

. . 	 . . surveys between March 15 and June 30 (see Table 1 for exact dates). Each survey involved.orie 
. , 

. . .observerand lasted about 1 hour (9 to 10am), and covered no more than 40 aces of suitable'habitat. . . .  
. 	 . 

Each survey was conducted on foot by observers well acquainted with both visual and auditory 
characteristics of southern Californiabirds. Tapes of calls of California gnatcatcher were played 
periodically along survey routes in an attempt to elicit a response. Survey routes were designed to 
visit all areas within the Proposed Project Area However, routes for regular coverage were selected 
through preliminary surveys and were designed to cover all areas of appropriate habitat for the focus 
species. All surveys were conducted by Daniel A. Guthrie, working under Federal Fish and Wildlife 
Service Permit number TE810394-2, issued under section 1O(a)(l)(A) of the Endangered Species 
Act. 

On each survey,numbers of all species observed were noted and, in addition to the gnitcatcher, 
special amt ion  was placed on locating species considered rare and endangered or of Special 

. Concern, and on determining numbers of raptoral birds. Table 1presents all obseryations during these, 
.surveys. . 

. , . 

. 	 . 
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. . . - Habitat condition and Bird Observations. . ' . 
. . . . . . . < . ... . 

. . . .. . . . . . . . . 
. . 

. . . .  . . . . . 

. . . 
. . . . over80 %:oft& studyarea consists of agricultural 'fields. When crops were present, these fields 

. . I ., . w&e.irrigated 'and attracted a few birds from adjacht riparian areas. Duing periods after plowing',' . .  . 
,. . . . .- ,-.blackbirdsand kil1deer:werefound foraging on.the bare dirt areas.'., 

. . ... . .  . ,. ...: ,. . :.. . . ... . .  

1 .. . ., 
. : , .. 

. 
. . A serieiof flowering eucalyptustrees dong the frontageroad,inthe area were attractiveto . . . 

, .. 
. 

, '  

... 
. .. .. . starlings, oriolesand'yintering and migrating,warblers. A pair of kestrels nested in one of these trees' 

. 
.' 

.. 
. 
. .. . - , 'andred-$bouldered hawk often hunted ov& uncultivated sections of the area.' 

. : . . .  . . . , 

. . 

' .:
. .  . . ,  

~ d i t k h+rithhhg irrigation aodyrban runoff (Figure 1)entered the site fmrn the east and formed . ... . . . , .  ' ..: 
. . . - . . - ., ..thesouthern border of the agricultural field. This ditch, containing cattails, was the only plac'e within . . 

, .; - the'study site where wet riparig species successfullynested, namely black phoebe, song sparrow and 

. . 
. . . .'. , . ' : , comqon yellowthroat; . ' . . .  . . . .. 

The southwesternside of the study area bordered the Santa Clara River, with little or no 
-transitionalzone between the agriculturalfield area and the riparian river channel. Along most of this 
edge the river had cut into the bank, resulting in a cliff up to 15feet high with agricultural field at the 
top and riparian vegetation directly below. In order to prevent firrther erosion of the river bank in this 
section, a new channel for the river was created by bulldozing in the spring of 1998.This new 
channel has moved the active river channel away fiom the field and road edge and has created a zone 
of low lying land alongthe north side of the riparian zone that is protected fiom erosion and scouring 
by spring floods. This protected section is wet fiom seepage fiom the main channel and fiom 
agricultural and urban runoff, with the result that a dense stand of willows has developed along the 
north edge of the riparian zone. These willows are now six years old and are prime habitat for both 
willow flycatchers and least Bell's vireo. This proximity of excellent riparian habitat to the 
agricultural area, and the need for any development of the lands adjacent to the river to encroachinto 
the riparian area while stabilizingthis bank are the reasons why some species fiom the riparian area 
immediately adjacent to the agricultural fields are mentioned in this report. 

Observationsof all birds are shown in Table 1. Ths:numbers shown are of birds seen and heard, with 
heard individualsforming the majority of the observations. Numbers vary between censusesfor 
several reasons. First, there was fog on some censuses which decreased bird activity. Secondly, some 
censuses were not complete but, rather?were focused on particular places or areas. Thirdly, bird 
activity varies with season. Different species breed at differenttimes of the year. In general, species 
are most easily observed when they are actively defendingterritories by song during the 
establishment of breeding pairs. Once pairs are established and nesting begins song often decreases 
and the numbers of birds observed, therefore, also decreases. After young leave the nest, numbers 
observed increase. Thus,for most resident species, numbers of adult birds are most accurately 
censused in April and May, when territorial activity is at a maximum. A few species such as Anna's 
hummingbird that nest early in the season may be underestimated. Many species that nest in the area 
also migrate through the area to more northern portions of their ranges. Thus,numbers of nesting 
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species obseked in May, which include migratory birds passing through the a ~ a , ' d o  not givk an,, 
. .accurate count of actual resident birds. . . . . .  : . .  

. . . . . . , . . 
. . 

. . , .. . 
. . . . .. , . .  . ~ . . 

. . .  
, . .  ., ,

Cbmments on Threatened and Endangered ~ ~ e c i e s ,  )'. . . . 
. . .  . .  . . . . . . 


.California Gnatcatcher (Polloptila calfirnica) . . 
. . ,  . 


. : .  

. , . . 

Lack of any coastal sage scrub vegetation in the study area m a .  it an unsuikbllhabitat for this '. 

species, and none were observed. . . .. . . 

. . 


' . .  :' .. . 
. . . . 

. . .. :.. . ' . . 
. .. 


~ e &BelItsVireo (%o b&Ilii.pusIUus)' . 
. 

. . .  
. .  


. . 

, Although no least Bell's vireos wge fadon the study site, this species was hcard and at 
.two locations in the riparian zone imrinediately south of the study area where.they,nested(Figure 1). 
One of these nesting sites is immediately adjacent to the agricultural field.. . .  . 

. .. ,

. 

. , 

. 
. , . . 

. .  . 
~ . . .  

, . .. , . .  . .. . 
. . 

. .  , .Summay of Bird Sightings , ., , 

N o  California gnatcatohem or any other Endangered or ~hreatened Species or species of Concern 
was observed in the survey area. Least Bell.'s vireo nested in the riparian habitat 'adjacent to- the site, 
and several other species of concem.(yellow waibler, yellow-breasted chat) were also present in this 
.riparian section. These species might be affected by construction activities along.'^^ riparian edge if . . , . 

. . . these we? to occur during, the nesting season for these species. . , 

. . 

. 

. 

. 



Table 1. Bird Observatlons at Castaic Corner, 2004: 
I I I I I I I

I I I I I I I 


Endangered Species and Species of Concern Shaded I I 

1 IDates of Survevs I 


I. 
Status: m, migrant; r, resident; s, summer only; w, winter I 




- - - - Approximateboundary of survey area. . . . 

.+.- Least Bell'svireo nest site. 

Base Map: U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute topographicmap for 
Newhall, California,1952, photo&sed 198E 
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Nature and Scope of Surveys 7 

. . .  . . .  . .  . . . . . 
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. . . . .
:. . . 

. 
,.. 

. 

. 
, .. . 

, ~ u r i r i ~ t h ;: . spring and early summer of 2004 surveys'weie conducted within the boundkies of 
. . .  

. : . . . 
, 1). Surveys were fodusedon determining presence or the Stevenson Ranch, Pha& 5 ( ~ i ~ u r e '  

. . 
, .

absence of.Cdifornia gnatcatcher, arid followed U.SFish and Wildlife Service Guidelines for 

':. . , ;this species. Surveys followed the ,protocol for non-NCCP areas,.involving 6 surveys of each 


. . . . 

. . . . .  

, ,  , . area, o c c ~ g  able 1,,2 for exact dates). Each survey 
between March 15 and June 30 (see . . . . . ,. . . 

. .  . ,involved,two obseriers and lasted about 3.5 hours (6:30 to 10:OO a.m.), k t h  each observer . . ,  . 
. ,  .. , . ,. covering, . an arealess than 80, acres of suitible habitat.' . . ' 

. .  . . . . . . 

Each survey was Mnducted on foot by observerswell a~quaint'ed with both visual and 
. . 

auditory characteristics of southern California birds. Tapes of calls of California gnatcatcher 
, 

' . were,p1ayed periodically along survey routes in an attempt to elicit a response. Survey routes 
. . . .  . . ' . weredesigned. to $sit all areas within the Proposed Project Area. However, routes for regular ' 

. . 

. , 

. .  coverage were selected through preliminary surveys and were designed to cover all areas of 
. 

' ., . . . appropriate habitat for the focus species. Personnel for all surveys were Daniel A. Guthrie and . . .  

. 'Judith A..Sugden, both working under Federal Fish and Wildlife Service Permit nuinber 


. . . : TE.810394-2, issued under section lO(a)(l'j(A) of the.Endangered Species Act. 

, . 

. . . . . . .  ' 

. ' On each survey, numbers of aIl.species observed were noted and, in addition to the gnatcatcher, 
special attention was placed' on locating species considered rare and endangered or of Special 

, , . . . 

. . , - concem.. . , .' . . 

. , .  


. .  . Habitat ~ondition',and Bird Observations. , ' 


,. , . 

. . A previousstudy cif the site (Impact sciences 2000) included a map of vegetationaltypes for 
' 

. . ' .  Steveeon Ranch, Phase 5. While much of the site is covered by chaparral and other dense shrub 
. . : vegetation (cherry woodland, oak woodland) three areas in particular contain laige tracts of sage 

' 

. . scrub coqimunities (Figure I). Two of these areas, in Pico Canyon and Potrero Canyon, were 
. .. .. . . 2 . .  

. . 
. . 

. . 

, . 

. . 

. . 

. .  . 

' 

. 

. 



burned over in 1993 and contained very link remaining suitable habitat for gnatcatchers... : 
.Theuppersection of Long Canyon, and areas alongthe northem edge ofthe site contained large . ' . 

tracts of'undisturbedsage scrub habitat and were the major focus of all survey work. Surveys. ' . '  . " , 

focused on sites where Califoqia sage (Arfemesia ca1ifornica)'andbuckwheat'(~rio~onumsp;). 
.. .

'were dominant and where slopes were less than 48%. However, in the course 0.f surveysevery . . . . 

areaof the stevenson Ranch, Phase 5 area was visited. . .  .. . . .. 
. . 

' . 

. . 
. . .  

... .  . , . . . . 

observations of the avifauna are presented in tables 1 and 2. Table 1 coversobservations in.. . 

the southem and,westemhalf of the site and includes Long, Potrero and Pico canyons. Table 2: 
contains observationsfrom the northern half of the site and the'eastem edge adjacent to .. '.,: . 

' .. , ... . . 

developed areas. . . . .. 

. . . . 

Dominant birds in the survey a r m  include species typical of chaparral and ' w escrub Gith. . ., 

Califo'daquail, mourning dove, Bewick's wren, wpntit, westein scrubjay,spotted.and '. 

Californiatowhee and ~fous-crowned'sparrowbeing the common species. Lack of any 
permanent 'wateror development of riparian vegetation caused a near total absence.ofriparian 
species such as song sparrow and yellow warbler. Oak woodlands at the head of Potrero. . Canyon 
supported acorn woodpecker and cobper's and sharp-shinned hawks. , ' .. 

. . 
. . 

. . 
The numbers shown in Tables 1 and 2 are of birds seen and heard, with heaid individuals . . 

'forming the majority of the observations. Numbers vary betweencensuses for several reasons.. 
Some cerisuseswere not complete but, rather, were focused on particular places' or areas. Also, , 

bird activity varies with season. Different species breed at different.times of the year;. In . . . 

general, species are most easily'observed when they are actively defendbg territories by'song 
during the establishment of breeding pairs. Once pairs are established and nesting .beginssong. 
often decreases and the numbers of birds observed, therefore, also decreases:' After yo'imgleave 
the nest, numbers observed increase. Thus, for most resident species, numbers of adult birds are 
most accurately censused in April and May, when territorial activity is at a maximum.A few 
species such as Anna's hummingbird that nest early in the season may be underestimated. Many 

. .species that nest in the area also migrate through the area to more northern portions of their. 
. .ranges. Thus, numbers of nesting species observed in May, which include migratory birds 

passing through the 'area, do not give an accurate count of actual resident birds. 
. , 

. . 

. .. , . . . . . . 

Comments on Threatened and Endangered Species 

' ' California Gnatcatcher'(~o1Zoptilacalifonica) 

The California Gnatcatcher was listed as a l'hrkatened species under the Federal Endangered 

' SpeciesAct in 1993. preferred habitat includes various sage scrub conkunities, .often . ,
, '. 

dominated by California sage (Arternesia califonica) and buckwheat (Eriogonum sp.) . . 

3 
. . 



California gnatcatchers generally avoid nesting in areas with a slope of greater that 40%. 

. . , 
. 

. 
. .  . Survey routes were selected to cover prime habitat for ~alifornia Gnatcatcher, namely, stands 

,of dense Sage Scrub in cariyon bottoms and on north facing hillsides. No ~alifornia 
gnatcatchers.were heard or observed. Several . blie-gay gnatcatchefs were fotind nesting in 
s c ~ b  

, . . . 

oak areas on the study site. 

comments on Sensitivi Species . . 

. . 

. . . . . . : . shinned Hawk (~cci'iter striafus) 
. . 

. . . .  ,. .  . . ,. . . . . 
Thesharpshinned hawk is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State. of California. .. . . .. ' . 

-. 
- . .,This species is found in southern Califomia only in winter, .and'was obsefved on the study.site in 

. . 
. . 

-. 
. . .'.late March.and early April. . 

. . . .. , . ,  . . 

..- ' Cooper's hawk is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of California. A pair 
'of cooper's hawks nested in .the oak woodland in ~otrerocanyon. 

. . 

:.Theyellow warbler is considend a species of Spec,ial Concern by the State of California. 
yellow wafblers prefer wet riparian habitat but are.also found in large cononwoods in drier 
ripaiian areas. Single yellow warblers were observed in April and early May and, as no nesting 

. was observed in subsequent visits, were probably migrating through the area. 

Southern California Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Airnophiladfxeps canescens) . 

This species is considered a Califomia Special .Concern species by the Department of.Fish 
,and.~arneand'a'species of concern by the Fish and Wildlife Service. Rufous-crowned sparrows 
.are a fairly common resident and breeding species throughout the unburned portions of the site.. 

. . . . 
. . .  ' 

, . .  
Bell's Sage Sparrow (Xrnphispiza belli be@, 

. . . . .  

, . ,. .  
This species is considered a California Special Concern species by the Department of Fish 

' . and Game and a Species of Concem by the Fish and Wildlife Service. Bell's sage sparrows were 
. . , 

. . 

. 

. . . . observ,ed once in dry sage scrub habitat on cliffs near the eastern edge of the study siteand 
: . .probably nest in small numbers in the area. 

. 

. . . . 

. 4 . 
. . 



Lawrence's Goldfinch (Carduelis lawrencei) 

This species, which occurs sporadically in chaparral habitat, is a highest priority species on 
the Audubon Birds to Watch list for 1996and is a Bird of Management Concern for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Lawrence's goldfinch was observed rarely in the study area. 

Summary 
. . .. . . . 

. . . .  . . 
. . 

' '  Californiagnatcat&&-swere hot observed on the site. Birds of the rite are tho& typical o f :  
chaparral, sage scrub and oak woodland.habitat. Three California Special ~ o n c e mSpecies, 
Cooper's hawk, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow and Bell's &ge sparrdw nest on the. . .  
,sitewhile two other Special Concern Species, sharp-shinned hawk and -jellowwarbler, were . . . 

, obsgved migrating through the area. . . . . .  
. 
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