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Nature and Scopeof Surveys 

During the spring and early summer of2006 surveyswere conducteddong a seaion ofthe 
SmtaClara River and its t r i b h e s  nearValencia, W o m i a  (Figme 1). Surveys were focused 
ondetaminingpnsemx orabsedlceofyellow-biiledcuckoo,least &h vireoand sotithumtan 
willow flycatcher, and followed U.S. Fish awlWddiife M c e S w e y  Pmtamlsfor the l a .  
two species. Numbem ofall specieso h e dwere noted, and, in additiontothetfulctspecies 
noted above, specialattentionwas placed onh d n g  speciesconsidendrereandendaageredcx 
of Special Concern, and ondeterminhrgnamborsof b r o w ~ - Wcowbirds. 

~srweywasconditi~tedonfbotbyo~ers~~acquaintedwithvid,a~and 
behavioral characteristicsofsoutkm Womia b i d .  Sravty routes were designed to cover all 
areasof eachsectionoftheriver, with cmphds p 1 d  onwetter habitatswhme kast Bell's 
~sarsdotherseasitiveriparianspeciesmmostiikelytooccw.A i l s u r v e y s d  
between6.90and 10mam.Iffocusmes(yellow-b'iedcuckoo, least Beil'sb,d 
south- willow -), were not v k d y  o-ed, tapesof their calIswue played in 
claanempttoelidtarespoll~e~PmoanctforaUsurvepwcre~A.GothricandJudithA. 
sugdcsbothwloddagimdrxFedaalF~dW~SavicePamit~k'IES1039~ 
issued lmdasection lO(a)(l)(A) ofthe E m h g c d  SpcciesAct andanderanMOU 6romState 
of C d i f h i aDcpsrtmcnt &Fish and Game, datedApdl23,2003. 

To~~mrveysandobacmthecov~eguid&esforf~rpecies,
themwas 
divided Intoeight actions(Figure 1). Delineationofthe eigM areas dammeatsoneach 
fillow. ~s0fallSedi0ns0ftheriwrsysbemwaecondudai~timsdmingthenesting 
season adf M o d  the Revised Protocol(Fish And WidlidcMae,July 2000)for 
sadm&em willow iZy&. Severald o a softheriver (Areas 4,454) had lit&kNnning 
water a d nodeveloprnemtofwet riperirnvegetationsodwae notamidaedsoitablehabitatfor 
leastBd's vireo. However, meas 1-3 and 5 had flowingwater andwet ri- wgetath. These 
sectionswere surveyedacwdingtothe potoool for icastBell's vkoasc d b e d by the Fish and 
Widlifeservice. Thislattrrprotoco1req~8slaveysbetweenAprii10dJuly31st,atlast 
10days 8pm. 



Habitat Conditionand Bird O ~ ~ o a s .  

Ther ipr im zone of the Senta Clara Rim, asdescribed h,umsists of two majwhabitat 

types, a wet riparian ronc and adry riparian rwoodld The wet riparianzone wn&s of 

obl i~~erplantssuchsscansi l 
dnd~fwadincontinuellymoistsuilsalongthe 
acti~rivercharmeldsome8villow,~andBacchmisstnubsatsOfoundinthis~. 
T h i s z m e ~ r e g a l a r ~ i n t h e w i n t g w h i c h ~ m o s & a d v e g e t a t i o n a n d ,  
deper&gontbeseverityofthcflooding,somcofthel8rgcr~ ~ i n 2 0 0 6 n m o v e d  
8 ~ 1 a a l ~ ~ d o n g t b e r i ~ ~ ~ c b a m a e l b n t w a s n o t ~ c n w g h t o ~ ~ p i a n t s .  
A n m a l p ~ g r o ~ w a s w e l l ~ 1 o p c d b y J r m e , ~ b y h i g b e d t b s a n o r m a t n m ~ f f d  
t3nkgmUlPdflow. 

'Ibtdry~psrienraaeconsistsoflargadnesandshrubafmtherbacLhtheactivtrivn 
which obtainmoisturethrough their dceprootsystan. Thesevere flodhg of 2005 removed 
t s g e S e d i ~ o f ~ ~ m o c , b u t d g o o d ~ w t h o f l e m a i n i o g ~ b y ~ r i n g ~ d w a t a  

supplies. This mne was not damaged in 2006 but continued toshow goodgrowtb. 

Obsavations of all  b i i  are shown in Tables 1-8. Then& shown are of birds seen and 
heard, with heard individuals f d gthemajorityof theobsenmtiom. Numbers vary betwPen 
ccacupts. Bird adivity varies with sason DZhent species breedatdiffacnttimes of the yea^. 

hgeocnl,~esarrmosteasify~wbealheyraeactivelydefeading~esbysong 

duringtheestab~ofbrradiagpainO o a p a i r s a r c e s Q b W d a n d ~ b ~ ~  
oftendecreasesandthe numbersofbirds obmved,therefore, alsodecmms. After young leave 
thenest,nmnbersobservedmayhaease. Ihus,formostresjdentspecks, numbers o f a t  
birdsare most ~~y a x w d  in Aprif andMay, when territorial activity is ata mzucburn. 
Afew ~ e s ~ a s A n n a t sh\paminebirdtbatnestdyintbemnmay be-
~ y ~ ( h a t n * a i n t b e a e a a l s o m i g r c d e t b r o u ~ t b e e n a t o m a n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o f  
tbeir~.ThuJ,numbersofncsliog~obscnedinUay,whi&~1udt~birds 
p e s s i n g t h F o o g b t b e a n s , Q m t g i v c a n ~ ~ t o f ~ d e o r d b i F d s .  

Area 1flable I). k t a  ClamRiver; TheOld Road Bridge to the mmth of Crrtdc Creek. 

Length ofsection,35 miles. IheSmta ClaraRiva flowsc o ~ u s l yin thissection, 
mcehhg mustofh flow from the V d d a  wastewakz o&fM near the upstnsmend of this 
sectionand&om some irrigation nmoff h m M&$c Mouutain and agrkdtudfieldsalong the 
north side. 

Area 2 (Table2). kt.Ckrr Wet; McBean Parkway donartram to ThcOld Road. 

~ o f ~ o n ,1.4miks. ~ w u v e r y l o w f l o w ~ M c B e s n P ~ y w e s t t o t h  
p i p d i a e ~ g w h a e s e e p a g e w i t f i i n ~ e ~ ~ c h a n o d e o d ~ o w ~ m S a n F ~ u i t o  
Cndr augmentedflow whichcontinuedto 'Ihe Old Road at theend of thissection 



Area 3 (Table3). Sanb Clara River; Bouquet Canyon Road dowmtreamto McBean 
ParkPPry 

h g t h  of d o n ,  1.2 miles. Water, supplied by theSaugus wastewater outfhLlat the Bouquet 

Canyon Bridge and a small flow fhm Booqaet Canyonprnrided wates only to the upper quarter 

m i l e o f t h i s ~ o n . T h e ~ ~ t w s s ~ ~ ~ t h e s u r v e y p e r i d  


Area 4 (Table4). SrrntaCbra River, Bouquet Canyon h a d  apstrerm toDWP 
t n n s a o n  lines. 

Length of section, 2.3 miles. Theriverc b m d  in this section amsisb of a broad, flat,dry 
& w i t h ~ w m a r g i n s o f c h y r i ~ ~ .W~thinthecbmeIw ~ o f e o r a r p tssgc 
scrub habitat. This sectionoftkb t a  Clara River inpast years has beenwet only &fly 
duringspringrains. This year seeps h m punti water half way downthis sectioa, 
~ a d m a r s h a r e a t h i s w a s ~ e d b y p ~ h m ~ o n o n t h c m r t h s i d e  

of tbc river. Thiscastmdonmnoved much coastalsage scruband mderalhabii. 

Area 5 mabk 5). Castsic Crcck; Route 126 to lnterstrte5. 

Lengthofsection, l.8miles. FlowwasheavyalongCast;aicC~mtil~J~,whantbe 
rivegdriedup. RfirtoratMoofagricumwlfieldstrlongtbcwrthsideoftheri~ebtothewc~tof 
CommerceCenter Drive removed somecoastalsage vegetation bordering theriver chanue1. 

~6~rrbk6).S.n~cfsqPitoCrwL;~t~ClurRircru~~toCoppcrHill 

Drive CFossing. 

Length of section, 25 miks. There was a Liak flow in Slm Francisquit0Cr&k in early April, 
krtformootoftbesurveypaiodthecntkwss~exceptforskps~tearthepwaline~. 
~ b a S i a s c 0 ~ a l o n g t h e w w t s i d e o f t h e ~ l ~ ~ a n d ~  

nestingofFe&-wingedblaclrbkdr Barn owls natcd lmdathe Copper Hill dDemm Bridges 
rmdaCoopdshawknslcdaboutMmilesouthoftbeCopperHillaossing. 

Area7(Tabk7), SouthForkoftBcSrrntaC$aroRiver;McBcrnPulwayto~ 
Mountain Parkway (Route 126). 

Length of section, 1.O miles. The channel dungthisd o n  oftheSouthFork isnarrow and 
very sandy. Along most ofthissection *ion isnstktdtoairanow band ofdry woodlsod 
ateach side oftkchannel and a fcwpockets of wct vegetation supported by mff h m  
adjacentdeveIopment.Lack of flooding onthisd o n  inrecent yeam coupledwith good spring 
rains and subt- flow has&ted inmuch growthofvegetation. 

Area 8 vab1e 8). South Fork of the S.nt. CLlr River, Route 126 upstream toNcrrhaU 
Creek. 

Length ofsection, 1.4miles. 'Ibis sectionof the river coasistsofa wided y  channel 
interscded by several c o w  sills designedtod e t  smdmovementd flood damegc. 'Ibc 
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river isentirelybordered by dcrclopsd areasbut contains small islaadsofdry riparianvegetation 
llnda4mewetripiaisnarcasformedby~EfromculvertsJongthesidsofthakk. Spring 
flooQ~ed~cwcoftbefldcon~I~ersend,dthougtrtbaearacrno~~flow 

during the survey period, rrplmisbmntof submmcanflowre- muchof the dry 
r i p a r i a n v m ~ ~ ,  

Comments onThreatenedm d  Ebdmgered Specks 

TheYellow-billed ~ 00 islistcdas aStateEdangered Species. &spite playingtapedcaUs 
ofthisspecies maiog JunesndJuly surveys,no individualsofthis species wae observed in 
2006. 

This subspeciesQ l iasFededy Endangered uada the Federal E d a n g d  SpeciesAct. 
W i l l ~ ~ n ~ ~ a e ~ n ~ e w i ~ i n w e t r i p a r i a n ~ i ~ s ~ u r h e m ~ ~ ~ n i a b u t  
nowfewgttvm 70pairremrin,withthemaj0~conaartrcltiansbeingaloagthcKernRiverin 
Krm County and the SmtaMar@ta Riva in SsnDiegoCounty. Followingtbeatvised 
Protow1 (FiAnd Wd- Service, July 2000) five surveys (see tabla 1-8 ladata)were 
c o n d u c t e d s p e c i ~ y f o r s o ~ ~ l o w ~ .M~savySoccmrrd6:6:00 
and 1oOam.and used taped calk to elicita xeqmnseif flycatcks wuemtfintobsmd. 

Fot~willowflycatchaswacobsavodia2006~gme2).A s i n g l e o ~ ~ w a s m d c a r  
~ ~ 2 8 * a l ~ ~ 1 l l ~ ~ i n a w i t l o w f o r a r t ~ ~ ~ % m i k d d t b e  

CoppaHillRb-. T h r e e ~ ~ ~ m a d e a l w g t b t S a n t a C f a r a R i v a b e t w & n %  
and%milebelow tbcOld Road bridge. Twoof theseobserdons were onMay 9,anda single 
obsavatio11was an June 8*. An Twroftheseobsewationswen of&eat b i d  d s d x q m t  
visits tothesight& axeas faikd to make any additional ~ 0 1 1 &spiteuseofEaped calls tos 


elicitnsponses. 

Willow flyc@&m are fairly eommoamipantsthrough southemCaMbmia and most ofthe 
migrants are believed to be ofthe mort northemcommon subspeciesof willow flycstoha, E E. 
bewstd whiehbncds~outsordbanCslledaandthcool16emUnitedStatcs,~tban 
qmsentatives of the south- subpdtsE t. 8bimus. Southwestemwillow flycetchrs 
M positively i d d i f d  pimarily by nestingwithin tbtgeographicareaoftheir range or by 
~ o f i n b r m d s p c h m s .Tbreeofthe2006~ati<~~werrinthttirnefrsme 



w h e n ~ ~ ~ ~ e s i s m i ~ ~ u g h t h c a r e a t a c k i n g a n y ~ ~  
evideace ofnesting, thest of a willow -ex amnot be positiveiy identifiedas 
b e I o a g i n g t o d l e ~ f o r m o f ~ o w 0 ~ .  

ThcrrportfonaPlspuiredfortbisspcia8reaaaEheddwillkfmwardedtotheV~ 
Officeof the US.Fish dWddlSeSewice. 

Surveys ofthe wet riparianareas (Areas 1-3,s)followedU.S. Fish arid Wddlife M a  
Guidebcsfor least Bell's vireo. Eigb surveys wereconductedin eachareabetweenApril 10 
and July 31 (seeTables 1-33 for dates). All surveys occumdbetween6:OOand 10:OO am.. The 
leastBell's vireo isa very vocal species and most birds wen located witbout the useof taped 
calls,Howlever,~~usedto~cit~indyspring,befmvinoEUfival,inlate 

summer, when vire~swerelessvocal,and in amas of marginal hebitatorwhere vireos were 
cxpeaed~mprevious~butcoofdootbchrad.AcaIlingvireowasconsiMa 
territorial male. If a second,silentbird was observedin thsame area, apair was consideredto 
be pmeat..However, toavoid disturbance,noeffortsw m  made to find nests, iocate with 
certainty femaes interritories, orto Iocatc fledged young ind f i s b c d  ~~. Numbers of 
vireos shown in the tables are actual numbers of bids observed.These~ ~ m b a siucMall 
~bothsiagingrmdsilent.I n o r d e x ~ , a v o i d d i ~ v i r s w , n o ~ a l ~ x t s w e r e m d e  
to ddermiaenesting success orpnsenceof leg bandsonce birds were o h e d  Howeva, at 
& l ~ o n w h e r e ~ s v ~ e r e f o u n d , t h e y ~ o ~ e d a t l e a s t o n c e , d n o k g b a n d s ~  
obsend 

LeastBell's vinoswen regular1yobsemddong the Santa C bRiver at CastaicJlmotion in 
anextdvedofwibws .  M o s t ~ ~ ~ e y s f o d ~ i n 4 c n e a s , r t s ~ o n F i g u r c 3 ,but 

m~a~2~m~onalvinowassigbtcd'1hislsstvitaoddnotbe~fo\md
Ahsapairof 
vinos~FcgularlyfoMdd~CPrtaicCnelr~two~Qnalbhdswerrslsorotmdhac 

o n ~ a ylS'butm~.mttorrlwmbaofpeirr,~isollemonthsnwercfolmd 
inm. 

Cogullenbon &dive  Species 

Great Blue Heron @dkakcrodks) 

Great bluc herons are Iistedon the CaliforniaNatural Diversity Data Base as a speciesthat 
warmitsmonitoring. Hgons WIXC occasionally observedhuntingdong the riverand flying over 
the river comdor betwanponds in the adjacent housing developmentsand golf courses. 



Great Egret (Ardea dba) 

Thisspaits, f&y theb W ~ ) c t a c d i d t t , i s c o ~ a S p e c i a o fS p e d  Concern 
by the State ofCaWornia Two pairofkitesnesteddfledgedyoung ( t h e  ad^) akmg the 
~CliaclRiwcestofBouquctCanyoaBride;e(Figure4).BotbpairsBkdgaltfrre~b 
t b e y o ~ b i r d s ~ a n d o d y ~ b i n l s w a c s e a r i a k t e J ~ l m d J u l y .Athirdpsirof 
~ n a t e d d o n g C s s t a c C l e d r d a M p e i r d m t h e ~ C k r i v m j ~  
do- horntbe Old Road bridge (figure4). 

Cooper's Hawk (Acc@&v wupdj] 

Cooper's hawk isconsidered a Species ofSpecial Concernby theState of Califbrnia. A 
Coopa's Hawk ncsted along SanFrancispitoC d c  a littlebelow theCopper Hill Chssing. 
Nesting also occumd in the dry riparian forestalong Castaic Creek Immatorr b i i  were 
observedinboch places, indicatings u w I I  fledgingofyoung. Cocqur's hawk nestedinboth 
these lmaticmsin2005. 

CaiiforeisHorned Lark (lkmophitaa@esldsact@ 

This is a Wornia Special Concanspies .  Although nonewa obamdnestingon the 
Jhdy sitc,bornedlruLsare@nesterstbatpferbbiIisidcsd dmndonedfieldsA h  
waeobsavcdfadiogmbarefieMsdloog~~aad~thcmsinri~abCsstaic 
Junction 

Ydow warbler ( l h d h i c a ~ i s )  

lacyellow d e r  is considereda Species of Special Coaamby the State ofCalifbrnia 
Ydlow umb1enprek wet r i p d m  Mibut are a h  f b d  in large cottonwoodsindrier 
liprkmareas. singingyellow warMers were obsewed tikmgba thcsurvey paid along 
Sectiars 1,2(mainri~~MchPsdovllytoCadscCntk)d5(QltaicC~)and 
~ I y m d e d i a t b e s e a n a a O ~ i n ~ o 1 1 ~ 3 , 4 , 6 8 d y o c c u r r a dduringthe 
ptriodwhenyp:Ik,wwarbI~~~anmigratirrgthroughmC~ 


Yellow-breastedChat (3;Eteri4v h z s )  

llaeyellowheaskd chat is cod- a Species of SpecielConam by the State of 
W o n k  Chatswere m l y  observeddongtbemainriverbe- McBean amhg d the 
mouth ofCastaic Creek d along Castaic Creek. 



Thir species iscomdeda CaliforniaSpecial Concern species by the Dcprrrtmcnt of Fish 
sndGame rmd is alsoaFedaal Special Coaccm species. A siagle bird was obsavedonce along 
CastaicC& 

lZlisspaciesisconsiduedaM~SgccialCcmcernspcciesby thcDeptmatofFishand 
Game.Singleb i d mnoccasionallyobserved along the river btxt nonesting colanieswae 
locate& 

Altbugh not a Speciesof Cmcxm, comments about this@es are warrrrnteddue to its 
infhtence on s e v d  e d m g e d  species. Cowbirds were regularlyobserved in smallnumbers 
along all d o n sof the h t aC hRiver, d y flying dong the riparian d d o r  seerching 
for dthcr matesorpoten.nests toparasitize. Cowbird fanaesoftm respondedtotaped 
of hst Bell's Vi. 

Summary 

Noyellow-biledcufkoos were o?mmedin 2006. Four willow fly- three duriag tbt 
migrationMod forthisspecies Basedon the mn-shgbgbehavior of these birdsandMureto 
~ ~ o n ~ v i s i t s , t h y a n t h o ~ t o b e m i ~ p e s J i n g h u g b t b e a n a I t i s n o t  
knownwhichsubspecies tbcscbirds represented. Five pairsof Least Bell's virros were marly 
obsemed atCsstaicJ d o n  anddongCastaicCreek. Two additional singjng d e s  were 
okaved ononly a w e  survey. 

Fotariparian SpeciesofConcern,white-Wedkite, Coopdshawk,ydlowwarbkr aad 
y e l i o w ~cbatnestedin small numbas along wet scchm of the W.An sdditianal 
ripariansped- thetricolored blackbird,was arare visitor dong the river. OtimSpeciesof 
Concemthatwaeohservedinchdetwomigrantdorwinteringspccies;grratbluehranand 
great egret, aod twovisitors from nearbydsage sembWitst:b o d  la& and~fm-
crownedyamw. Cowbi i  were Waeed along all sectimof the river end weremost 
n m u s  dong the wet sectionsofthe river where the wct riparianspeciesthat tbyparasitize 
- v t  
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Figure 3. Least Bell's V i observatiow in 201M 
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Table 1. BIRDS Of THE SANTA CtARaRIVER WiN,#W)6: Santt Clra River hrom 
TheOldRoaddomrstreamtothen#HlthofCasfsicCreek,1 I 





















bb8.BIRDS OF THE SANTA CtARARNUZ BASIN, 2006:&in Ftancisoquitro 
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Federal MrtniciplVCortnty State T n i  P&at, 
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