Thick oil can shade the water balow,
limiting light and impacting the ability of
seagrass and other primary producers to
conduct photosynthesis.

Thick oil can also trap particulate
materials (e.g., sediments, plankton,
feathers, etc)) and sink to the bottom of
the bed.
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B Near shore shallow and subtidal

Potential Impacts of Oil on Subtidal Vegetation and Animals

Seagrass and kelp beds slow
currents and trap sedimants.

Suspended ofl and oiled
particles can be concentrated in

the canopy and sediments

beneath tha .
R, Epiphytic organisms
depandeant on seagrass and

kelp for habitat may be
directly oiled or ingast
toxins from oiled leaves,

[T ..‘ "'..-‘._- g

L] r n "l
T S R S o
|; '::kﬁ'-"fﬂth.l-j I|Ir :.-1“ et :
Sl o

Oil on leaves

The thin and wany cuticle layer of
seagrass leaves can attract oil. Qil can
introduce PAHs directly into the leaf
via the cuticle, and may inhibit it fram
exchanging gas and absorbing
nutrients efficienthy.

Oil can also directly block sunlight
from the chloroplast-rich epidamis,
inhibiting photosynthesis.
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Letters indicate
level of oiling:
VL — Very Light

L — Light

M — Moderate
H — Heavy

C — Control

@Restoration lannin

Potential projects
Seagrass restoration
Kelp restoration
Lobster restoration
Others ?

Sand dwelling kelp restoration project
Dead lobster
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