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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

California Fish and Game Code (Chapter 7.2, Section 1726.4 (b)) states that it is the

intent of the Legislature that fthe department [specifically, the California Department of

Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Heritage and Wild Trout Program (HWTP)], in administering

its existing [heritage and] wild trout program, shall maintain an inventory of all California

trout streams and lakes to determine the most suitable angling regulations for each

stream or lake. The department shall determine for each stream or lake whether it

should be managed as a wild trout fishery, or whether its management should involve

the temporary planting of native trout species to supplement wild trout populations that

is consistent with this chapter. 6 Sect i ®d)n ddRi6t. idoral |y states tl
physical inventories prepared and maintained for each stream, stream system, or lake

shall include an assessment of the resource status, threats to the continued well-being

of the fishery resource, the potential for fishery resource development, and

recommendations, including necessary changes in the allowed take of trout, for the

devel opment of each stream or | ake to its ful

Furthermore, California Fish and Game Code (Chapter 7.2, Section 1727 (d)) requires
that the CDFW i s h a Ipdre apdrcemplete management plans for all wild trout waters
not more than three years following their initial designation by the commission, and to
update the management plan every five years following completion of the initial
management plfieation,avildfraut water§, asrstated above, represent
waters that have been formally designated by the California Fish and Game
Commission as Heritage and/or Wild Trout Waters.

Wild Trout Waters are those that support self-sustaining trout populations, are

aesthetically pleasing and environmentally productive, provide adequate catch rates in

terms of numbers or size of trout, and are open to public angling. Wild Trout Waters

may not be stocked with catchable-sized hatchery trout. Heritage Trout Waters are a

sub-set of Wild Trout Waters and highlight wild d
that are found within their historic drainages.

In an effort to comply with existing policy and mandates, the HWTP has prepared a
fishery management plan (FMP) for the Upper Klamath River. This FMP is intended
largely as an operations guide for internal planning purposes to communicate
management direction to the public, other agencies, and trout angling organizations.
This FMP is intended to provide direction and list actions necessary to sustain the
recreational fishery for the benefit and enjoyment of the angling public. However,
actions associated with this FMP are initiated independently, thus any environmental
review/permits needed to implement the actions are separate from the FMP itself.



RESOURCE STATUS
Area description

The Klamath River originates from the waters of Lake Ewauna, near Klamath Falls, and
flows more than 250 miles through southern Oregon and northern California before
emptying into the Pacific Ocean (Figure 1). It enters California in northern Siskiyou
County and flows in a south-westerly direction to northern Humboldt County. It then
enters the southwest corner of Del Norte County and drains to the Pacific Ocean, near
the town of Requa. The Klamath River drains an area of nearly 16,000 square miles
with a mean annual discharge rate of 17,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), making it the
second largest river in California. The Klamath River Basin provides natural resources
and economic opportunities related to fisheries, farming, ranching, timber harvest,
mining and recreation, which have economically sustained many communities
throughout the basin for decades.

The Klamath River Wild Trout Area (WTA) encompasses 6.2 miles of river, between
Copco Reservoir and the Oregon border, in northern Siskiyou County. The WTA is
approximately 25 miles northeast of Yreka, near the Oregon border (Figure 2). The
California Fish and Game Commission (CFGC) designated this stream section in 1974
because of its excellent wild trout angling opportunities.

The Upper Klamath WTA is a low-gradient stream (0.41%), from approximately 2,735 ft.
at the California/Oregon border, to 2,600 ft. at Copco Lake. Stream habitat is mainly
characterized by low velocity runs with few shallow riffles and pools. Stream depth
varies, with a maximum of about 10 ft. and the width is nearly constant at 110 ft. The
streambed is mostly large cobble and boulders. Rooted, submerged vegetation is
abundant and cattails and bulrush line much of the shoreline. Only one tributary of
substantial size, Shovel Creek, enters the WTA. The lower two miles of Shovel Creek is
an important spawning area for Upper Klamath River wild trout.

Flows through the WTA are controlled by numerous upstream reservoirs and diversions.
PacifiCorp manages a 169-megawatt Klamath Hydroelectric Project (Project), which
spans from rural southwestern Oregon (Klamath County) to northern California
(Siskiyou County). The Project (FERC No. 2082) generates approximately 716
gigawatt-hours to supply approximately 70,000 households. The Project was
constructed between 1903 and 1962 and consists of seven hydroelectric developments;
three are located upstream of the WTA in Oregon (Eastside, Westside and JC Boyle)
and four are downstream of the WTA in California (Copco No. 1, Copco No. 2, Fall
Creek and Iron Gate). Two additional dams are important to Project operations: the Link
River and Keno dams. Link River Dam, located upstream of the Project, controls water
storage within and releases from Upper Klamath Lake. Releases from Upper Klamath
Lake, through Link River Dam, are directed by the Bureau of Reclamation (Bureau) to
provide regulated Klamath River flows to benefit fish and wildlife, meet irrigation
demands and provide flood control. Keno Dam is owned and operated by PacifiCorp.
This dam was built to more efficiently regulate flow releases from Link River Dam to the
Four Facilities downstream (J.C. Boyle, Copco 1, Copco 2, and Iron Gate). Keno Dam
does not divert water or generate hydroelectric power.
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There are no flow or temperature monitoring stations located within the WTA. The
nearest flow (USGS gauge 11510700) and temperature (USGS gauge 11509500)
gauging stations are upstream of the WTA approximately 11 (RM 219.7) and 23 (RM
231.9) miles, respectively. Thus, with few major tributaries in this reach, it is presumed
that flow and temperatures readings at these gauges are representative of flow and
temperature in the WTA.

Upper Klamath River flows are highly manipulated, due to Project operations and/or
recreational use. Typical daily flows can fluctuate over 1,000 cfs, depending on power
demand and time of year (Figure 3). Although daily flows can fluctuate dramatically,
daily temperatures oscillate only a few degrees (Figure 4). Average discharge in the
Upper Klamath River, as measured at USGS gauge 11510700 during the period of
record (Water Years 1960-2012), was 1,735 cfs (Figure 5, Appendix 1). Extreme
streamflows for the period of record are a high of 11,600 cfs (2/21/1996) and low of 273
cfs (9/25/2004). Cold air temperatures and precipitation generally occur from November
to March, corresponding to periods of higher flows and colder water temperatures.
Warmer air temperatures and drier conditions occur from April to October,
corresponding to periods of lower flows and warmer water temperatures (Figure 6).

Land ownership/administration

[ ] United States Forest Service X Bureau of Land Management
[ ] State Parks [ ] National Parks

[ ] Fish and Game X] Private

[ ] Other

Public access
X] Roadside [ ] Remote/hike-in [ ] Boat

Designations

X] Wild Trout Water [ ] Heritage Trout Water
[ ] Federal Wild and Scenic River [ ] Wilderness
[ ] Other



Area map s

Figure 1. Map of the Klamath River Basin and major tributaries
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Figure 2. Location of the Klamath River WTA (6.2 miles from the Oregon border
downstream to Copco Reservoir) and surrounding area
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Figure 3. Typical mid-summer week, depicting daily flow fluctuations >1000 cfs, as
measured near Keno, OR, approximately 11 miles upstream of the WTA (RM 219.7)
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Figure 4. Typical mid-summer week depicting daily temperature fluctuations, as
measured near Keno, OR, approximately 23 miles upstream of the WTA (RM 231.9).
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Figure 5. Monthly average flow (10/1/1959 through 5/31/2013) measured near Keno,
OR., approximately 11 miles upstream of the WTA (RM 219.7).

Monthly median flow measured at USGS gauage
11510700 through period 10/1/1959-5/31/2013
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Figure 6. Monthly average water temperature (01/01/2006 through 12/31/2013)
measured near Keno, OR., approximately 23 miles upstream of the WTA (RM 231.9).

Monthly median temperature measured at USGS station
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FISHERY DESCRIPTION
Current Fishery

Numerous fish species, both native and non-native, occur in the Upper Klamath River
(Table 1). Hydroelectric project operations, particularly dam building to create multiple
reservoirs for storage and release, have reduced available habitat to anadromous
species. The reservoirs themselves have provided suitable habitats for, and encouraged
the proliferation of, many non-native warm water species. For example, when Iron Gate
Dam was built, the reservoir it created was colonized by lake-dwelling fishes from the
upper basin. Eleven native fish species are present in the Upper Klamath River (Iron
Gate to Oregon border): Pacific lamprey (Lampetra tridentata (landlocked form)),
Klamath River lamprey (Lampetra similis), rainbow/redband trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss
spp.), blue chub (Gila coerulea), Klamath tui chub (Siphateles bicolor bicolor), Klamath
speckled dace (Rhinichthys osculus klamathensis), Lost River sucker (Catostomus
luxatus), shortnose sucker (Chasmistes brevirostris), Klamath smallscale sucker
(Catostomus rimiculus), Klamath largescale sucker (Catostomus snyderi) and Upper
Klamath marbled sculpin (Cottus klamathensis). Anadromous species (Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch), steelhead trout
(Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus) and Pacific lamprey) formerly utilized varying portions of
the upper drainage for spawning and rearing, but have been physically blocked by
Copco Dam since 1917 and, further downstream, by Iron Gate Dam since 1961. In
addition to the native fish fauna, 11 introduced species have been documented, or have
been known to exist, in the Upper Klamath River and/or WTA. Numerous native aquatic
amphibian and mollusk species have also been documented in the Upper Klamath
River (Table 2).

Two federal (ESA) and state (CESA) listed fish species are known to occur in the
vicinity of the WTA. These species include: shortnose sucker (federal and California
Endangered and California Fully Protected) and the Lost River sucker (federal and
California Endangered and California Fully Protected). Based on past surveys, the
shortnose sucker is the more abundant of the two; however, only few are present in Iron
Gate and Copco reservoirs. The current distribution of Lost River sucker is limited to
small portions of the Upper Klamath and Lost River watersheds. Their distribution
ranges from the Williamson and Sprague rivers in Oregon, downstream to Copco
Reservoir and, probably, Iron Gate Reservoir (Moyle 2002). To date, no Lost River
suckers have been documented in the WTA. Analysis by the Federal Energy and
Regulatory Commission (FERC) suggests that the population of Lost River and
shortnose suckers in Copco 1 Reservoir is supported primarily by recruitment of juvenile
and adult suckers from Upper Klamath Lake and J.C. Boyle Reservoir (FERC 2007). It
is generally believed both sucker species are established in California as far down as
Iron Gate Reservoir, as a result of downstream movement from the portion of the
watershed in Oregon. However, populations in California are not thought to be self-
sustaining (Hamilton et al. 2011) and are likely supported through recruitment from the
upper watershed.

In 1974, the CFGC recognized the Upper Klamath River as an outstanding wild trout
fishery and formally designated it a Wild Trout Wa t eAlthoagh primarily a rainbow

10



trout fishery, the Upper Klamath River has self-sustaining populations of both wild
rainbow and brown trouts. Catch rates and angler satisfaction are among the highest of
all CDFW Northern Region designated Wild Trout Waters (CDFW 2014).

Voluntary angler survey forms indicate excellent catch rates; however, there are no
population estimates for the Klamath River WTA. The Upper Klamath River is not easily
surveyed due to its size, daily fluctuations in river flows, turbidity and safety
considerations. Traditional survey techniques (backpack electrofishing, direct
observation) used to generate population and density estimates in other streams are not
feasible in the WTA. On the other hand, the Upper Klamath River is too small and
shallow to conduct boat electrofishing surveys. Therefore, Shovel Creek has been used
as a surrogate to the Upper Klamath River WTA to generate estimates of abundance
via spawning surveys and population studies.

Shovel Creek

Assessments on Shovel Creek date back to the
of Fish and Game) documented lower stream diversions. In 1951 and 1952, the first

California Fish and Game (CDFG) fishery creel and diet study was conducted on Shovel

Creek and, in 1959, a comprehensive stream survey was conducted from the

headwaters to the confluence with the Klamath River (CDFW 2012).Inthe1 9 700 s ,

Copco Lake Sportsman& Club expressed concerns regarding anglers harvesting trout

before and/or during the spawn and resulting negative impacts to the recreational

fishery. This led to multiple CDFG studies to evaluate and determine the most

bi ol ogically appropriate t iopeninggday.dhefindihngs t r out
from these studies indicated spawning and recently spent trout are not common in

Shovel Creek during the end of May and the C | u bequest to further delay the timing of

opening day or to close the Creek was not warranted at that time. Current fishing

regulations (2015-16) can be found in Table 5.

A fish habitat enhancement project was completed in 1987, which involved construction
of rock weirs, spawning riffles, channel realignment, rearing pools, cover development
and bank stabilization in the lower half mile of Shovel Creek. As part of the project,
biologists performed surveys and developed multiple pre- and post-restoration trout
population estimates to evaluate project success and monitor population trends (Table
3). The lower 2.77 miles of Shovel Creek (the entire section available to fluvial trout via
the Klamath River) was delineated by habitat type in June, 1991. This survey indicated
that the upper-most unscreened diversion was a threat to spawning adult fish,
emigrating fry and juveniles, and out-migrating adults. Consequently, this diversion was
screened in 1993 and is maintained by the CDFW, as is the lower diversion. Heritage
and Wild Trout Program personnel conducted a Shovel Creek fish population survey in
September, 1992. This survey indicated relatively high trout densities (approximately
4,200 fish/mile) (Table3). Another survey was conducted in Shovel Creek in 2012 to
update the fish population estimate and compare results against previous surveys.
Results indicated a significant decrease in trout density compared to the 1992 estimate
(585 fish/mile); however, average length of both rainbow and brown trouts increased
(CDFW 2012). The reason(s) for the apparent decrease in trout density from 1992 to
2012 are unknown, but fish condition in 2012 appeared healthy. Given the apparent
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decrease in abundance, a repeat population survey should be performed within five
years, and every five years thereafter, to monitor trends.

Water source

[ 1Spring [ ]Rain [ ] Snow <] Tailwater
Gradient

X Low (< 2%) [] Medium (2-4%) [] High (>4%) L1N/A
Fish s pecies

Table 1. Fish species known to occur in the Upper Klamath River

Common name Scientific name Native Listing status
(Y/N)
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Other aquatic species

Table 2. Other aquatic species known to occur in the Upper Klamath River

Common name Scientific name Native Listing status
(Y/N)

Fish population estimates

Table 3. Fish population estimates for Shovel Creek (1987-2012)

Reference

Water Section Date Survey type data/summary report
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Angler survey data

Table 4. Angler surveys performed in the Upper Klamath River (1951-present)

Reference

Date range Survey type data/summary report




Angling regulations

The CFGC approved reducing the daily bag in the upper reach of the WTA in 1991
(Shovel Creek to Oregon border) from a 5 to 2 trout limit, while maintaining the 5 trout
limit downstream of Shovel Creek. The regulation change also included an artificial lure
gear restriction. These changes were implemented in 1992. The intent of the regulation
change was to increase the opportunity to catch trophy-size rainbow trout (>18 inches
total length) by reducing harvest and improving survival rates of released fish.

After six years of monitoring and evaluation, no notable differences in trout sizes or
catch rates were observed between the two reaches. Consequently, in 1998, the CDFG
recommended the CFGC readopt the previous 5 trout bag limit with no special gear
restrictions. This regulation was reinstated in 1999 and appears to be providing a
satisfactory fishery, in terms of size of fish caught, with excellent catch rates. Unless
new information from future angler surveys suggests otherwise, the CDFW
recommends continuing with this regulation. The 2015-16 fishery regulations for the
Klamath River WTA can be found in the Freshwater Sport Fishing Regulations under
7.50 (b) of the Special Fishing Regulations and are summarized below:

Table 5. Klamath River fishing regulations above Iron Gate Dam

Klamath River above Iron Gate Dam

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(A) Klamath River main stem and all tributaries above
Iron Gate Dam, except Shovel Creek and tributaries.
The Klamath River main stem within 250 feet of the
mouth of Shovel Creek is closed to all fishing Nov. 16
through June 15.

Last Saturday in Apr.
through Nov. 15.

5 per day

10 in possession

(B) Shovel Creek and tributaries above mouth of
Panther Creek.

Last Saturday in Apr.
through Nov. 15.

(C) Shovel Creek and tributaries up to and including
Panther Creek.

Closed to fishing all year

Known stressors/issues

Hydroelectric projects/activities

The Klamath River wild trout fishery has been affected by hydroelectric operations since

the early 190006s.

Operations

for

Powerhouse and Copco No. 1 Reservoir may stress fish and likely results in some
mortality and may cause stranding and/or entrainment of fry, juvenile and adult trout.

16

peaking



Future changes to existing operations in terms of flow variation and timing or
adjustments to address climate change could further affect the wild trout fishery,
particularly related to lower instream flows, higher water temperatures and associated
lower dissolved oxygen levels.

In 2010, the Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement was finalized to address the

resolution of litigation, evaluate options for possible facilities removal, and other items

related to hydroelectric operations in the Klamath River basin. In addition, a joint

EIS/EIR was finalized in April, 2013 to analyze the potential impacts to the environment

from the proposed removal (OGI20P3xci fi Corpsdé Fou

Grazing

Cattle grazing is a principal land use and important economic resource in the Klamath
basin, including areas around the WTA. Intensive grazing may lead to erosion,
weakened streambanks, altered stream channel profiles (wider and shallower),
devegetation of the riparian zone, head cuts in meadows and increased water
temperatures and sedimentation rates. These impacts can negatively affect fish
populations and the fisheries they support.

Water temperature

The operation of the Four Facilities in the Upper Klamath affects many aspects of water
guality in the Klamath River, including water temperature (Figure 4). Higher water
temperatures can create conditions unsuitable for cold water-dependent species
(salmonids), including exceeding thermal tolerances (leading to stress, increased
incidence of pathogen or disease outbreaks, reduced metabolic efficiency or direct
mortality), encouragement of algal blooms and reduced dissolved oxygen levels.

Algal blooms

Since 2005, toxic algae blooms (cynobacteria) behind Copco 1 and Iron Gate dams
have resulted in posted health warnings against water contact in the two reservoirs, as
well as the lower Klamath River. Algal blooms can travel long distances downriver in
short periods of time and accumulate to concentrations that can pose health risks to
people, pets and wildlife, including fishes. The frequency, duration and magnitude of
harmful algal blooms appears to be increasing in the Klamath River system.

Invasive Species

Invasive species such as New Zealand mudsnail (Potamopyrgus antipodarum), quagga
mussel (Dreissena rostriformis bugensis), zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha),
Eurasion watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) and didymo (Didymosphenia geminate),
can negatively impact aquatic ecosystems, creating unnatural trophic or other ecological
imbalances that can ultimately limit fishery potential; however, none of the listed
invasive species have been detected in the Klamath WTA.
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MANAGEMENT

Management goals and objectives

X Fast action (catch rates > 2 fish/hour)

[] Trophy (trout > 18 inches)

[] Heritage trout

X] Other
1.

Maintain the current recreational trout fishery to provide a continued quality
angling experience with a mean catch rate of at least one trout per hour.

Maintain instream habitat, health of riparian corridor and water quality.

Protect native fishes in perpetuity.

Maintain and enhance trout habitat conditions:

a.

Water temperatures conducive to cold-water aquatic organisms with an
emphasis on trout physiology and condition factor.

Water clarity and suspended sediment loads that do not exceed
standards set by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control
Board (NCRWQCB).

Minimize pollutants negatively impacting the fishery or further
detracting from the aesthetic quality of the WTA.

Protect spawning habitat in Shovel Creek to ensure optimal juvenile
trout recruitment to the wild trout fishery. This includes maintenance of
existing cattle exclusion fencing and gravel monitoring.

Flows should be maintained at a level sufficient to support the fishery
at existing or greater levels.

Peaking flows should be minimized and ramped appropriately to
minimize stranding and other negative effects to the fishery.

5. Maintain or enhance angler access to the river throughout the WTA, including
keeping the existing access points (through PacifiCorp land) open and
encouraging a one-way drift fishery.

6. Preserve the aesthetic character of the stream and riparian habitat.

Monitoring

Monitoring and adaptive management are key components to maintaining a high quality
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wild trout fishery. Surveys will be implemented on the Upper Klamath River and Shovel

Creek, to assess the current status of the fishery and angler use and satisfaction (Table
6).

Table 6. Monitoring elements for the Upper Klamath River WTA and Shovel Creek

Date range .
Water (month/year) Survey type Survey interval
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