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MISSION 
 

The Working Group for Phytophthoras in Native Plant 

Habitats is a voluntary coalition of native plant nursery 

managers, land management agencies, researchers, and 

non-profit organizations. Our primary purpose is to 

coordinate a comprehensive, unified program of 

management, monitoring, research, education and policy 

to minimize the spread of Phytophthora pathogens in 

restoration sites and native plant nurseries.  



Å October 2012: P. tentaculata detected in CA native 
plant nursery 
 

Å January 2014: P. tentaculata detected in CA 
restoration site  
 

Å December 2014: Phytophthora symposium 
 

Å March 2015: First meeting of the Working Group 
 

Å Spring-Summer 2015: Webinar; hands-on 
workshop 
 

Å October 2015: Second meeting of the Working 
Group 
 

Å Late 2015 ς present: Creation and ongoing work of 
various committees to address specific issues 

CDFA, Phytosphere Research, 
various land management agencies, 
Forest Service-Pacific Southwest 
Research Station  

CNNN, Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, 
The Watershed Nursery 

U.C. Cooperative Extension; 
increasing number of organizations 
as available 

Additional organizations as available, 
based on needs of subcommittee work 

TIMELINE 



Å Two Working Group 
meetings so far (March 
and October 2015) with 
representatives from 
about 30 different groups 
 

Å Committees created to 
address specific issues 
and needs 
 



Next steps for the Restoration Committee 
 
 

ÅBest Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce chance 

for pathogen introduction at every stage of restoration 

process;  

 

ÅOutreach and education to policy makers and 

regulators; 

 

ÅSERCAL conference presentations and committee 

meeting, May 11-12 at Lake Tahoe.  

 



Communication & Contact info 
 
 

Online:  CalPhytos.org 
 
 
Mailing list:  for important updates and announcements 
 
 
Email & phone: jalexander@ucanr.edu 
   415-473-3041 
 
 

mailto:jalexander@ucanr.edu


Concerns over Phytophthora plant pathogen introductions in 
native plant nurseries and restoration sites   

 
 
Å Phytophthora introductions into California native habitats and restoration sites 
 Ted Swiecki and Elizabeth Bernhardt, Phytosphere Research 
 
Å Phytophthora detections from native plant nursery samples 
 Suzanne Rooney-Latham, Ca. Dept. of Food & Agriculture 
 
Å Managing Phytophthora introductions in restoration sites 
 Janell Hillman, Santa Clara Valley Water District 
 
Å Question & Answer panel discussion 



Phytophthora introductions into California 

native habitats and restoration sites 

Ted Swiecki and Elizabeth Bernhardt  
Phytosphere Research 



Sudden oak death 
Phytophthora ramorum 



Arctostaphylos myrtifolia ï Ione manzanita 





Arctostaphylos myrtifolia τPhytophthora  cinnamomi 



Arctostaphylos myrtifolia τP.  cinnamomi 



Arctostaphylos myrtifolia, A. viscida τP.  cinnamomi 


