
Item No. 3 
WORKGROUP STAFF SUMMARY FOR MARCH 20, 2017 

3. FGC PETITION #2015-008

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Decision  ☒ 

Discuss and possibly develop a recommendation on FGC Petition #2105-008. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  
• Previous PPWG discussion Feb 21, 2017; PPWG, Sacramento 
• Today’s PPWG discussion Mar 20, 2017; PPWG, Sacramento 

Background 
In May 2016, FGC referred a petition for regulation change to the Predator Policy Workgroup 
(PPWG) for further evaluation. FGC Petition #2015-008 (Exhibit 1) requests a regulation 
change to repeal hunting of American badger and gray fox. The petition was provided to PPWG 
in Feb 2017 for consideration under its discussion of recreational take. Due to time constraints 
during the Feb meeting, the petitioner requested that PPWG add the petition to the agenda for 
the next meeting as a separate agenda item. PPWG added the item to the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

Today, PPWG will discuss the petition and possibly develop a recommendation for FGC 
consideration.   

When considering a petition, FGC evaluates whether the petition provides sufficient information 
to indicate that the petitioned change may be warranted. If sufficient information is not provided, 
FGC may deny the petition. If sufficient information is provided, FGC may grant the petition for 
further consideration through a rulemaking process. In some cases, FGC may need more 
information before deciding whether to grant or deny a petition and may refer it to DFW, a 
committee, or FGC staff.  

Significant Public Comments 
Supplemental information regarding gray fox was submitted by the petitioner (Exhibit 2). 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 
1. FGC Petition #2015-008
2. Letter from Susan Kirks, received Mar 9, 2017

Workgroup Decision/Recommendation  
PPWG recommends that FGC deny FGC Petition #2015-008 for the following reason(s): 
___________.  

OR 

Author:  Erin Chappell 1 
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PPWG recommends that FGC grant FGC Petition #2015-008 for further consideration.  

OR 

PPWG recommends that FGC refer FGC Petition #2015-008 to ___________ for further 
evaluation and recommendation.  
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PETITION 2015-008 

Supplement 

Submitted by Paula Lane Action Network 
Contact:  Susan Kirks,

Communication with Naturalist Bill Leikam of the Urban Wildlife Research Project. 

On review of Petition 2015-008, Leikam commented: 

The biggest problem for the Gray Foxes is, as stated, regarding the badgers “…  habitat areas have 
increasingly diminished and fragmentation prevents habitat access as well as movement for mating to 
sustain biodiversity.  The American Badger also creates benefits for other wildlife in coastal and inland 
ecosystems.  Hunting of this fur-bearing mammal (as well as Gray Fox) should be permanently 
repealed.”  

The same circumstances described for American Badger apply to Gray Fox.  In addition, habitat 
fragmentation also comes genetic stagnation due to inbreeding which, in the end, depresses the Gray 
Fox’s immune system, which in turn makes the animals much more susceptible to disease such as 
canine distemper. (In region monitored by Leikam and associates, there has been a direct observation 
and experience of ravages of canine distemper:  25 Gray Foxes impacted in a range of about 1.5 
miles … With the die-off, there was a sudden noticeable explosion of especially field mice, but also 
woodrats, gophers and somewhat with ground and tree squirrels.  Leikam and his colleagues are 
presently documenting this phenomenon. 

Since Gray Foxes are the keystone species in most areas that they inhabit, they are the species to 
help maintain the balance in the ecosystem. The result of killing off Gray Foxes in a region may well 
create a trophic cascade that, in the end, turns the whole ecology of the environment upside down to 
where all wildlife in the region suffers. This is probably the most important reason why the Gray Fox 
should not be hunted, as it brings stability to the environment. 

Additional Supplement:  

Gray Fox Reports Prepared by Urban Wildlife Research Project 
Link:  https://urbanwildliferesearchproject.com/category/fox-report/ 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Kirks 
Susan Kirks, Naturalist 
Chair, Board of Directors, Paula Lane Action Network 
03/09/2017 
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