Item No. 16
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 21-22, 2017
16.

NON-MARINE NON-REGULATORY REQUESTS

Today’s Item

Information ☐

Action ☒

This is a standing agenda item for FGC to act on non-regulatory requests from the public that
are non-marine in nature. For this meeting:
(A) Action on non-regulatory requests received at the Apr 2017 meeting.
(B) Update on pending non-regulatory requests referred to staff or DFW for review.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions
(A)
•
•

FGC receipt of requests
Today’s action on requests

Apr 26-27, 2017; Van Nuys
Jun 21-22, 2017; Smith River

•

Today’s update and possible action on referrals

Jun 21-22, 2017; Smith River

(B)

Background
FGC provides direction regarding requests from the public received by mail and email and
during public forum at the previous FGC meeting. Public requests for non-regulatory action
follow a two-meeting cycle to ensure proper review and consideration.
(A) Non-regulatory requests. Non-regulatory requests scheduled for consideration today
were received at the Apr 2017 meeting in one of three ways: (1) submitted by the
comment deadline and published as tables in the meeting binder, (2) submitted by the
late comment deadline and delivered at the meeting, or (3) received during public
forum.
Eight non-regulatory requests received in Apr 2017 are scheduled for action. Exhibit
A1 summarizes the requests and contains staff recommendations for each request
(for individual requests see exhibits A2-A7).
(B) Pending non-regulatory requests. This item is an opportunity for staff to provide a
recommendation on non-regulatory requests that were scheduled for action at a
previous meeting and referred by FGC to DFW or FGC staff for further review. FGC
may act on any staff recommendations made today.
No updates on pending requests were received from FGC staff or DFW for this
meeting.
Significant Public Comments (N/A)
Recommendation
(A)

Adopt staff recommendations for non-regulatory requests to (1) deny, (2) grant, or (3)
refer to committee, DFW staff, or FGC staff for further evaluation or information
gathering. See Exhibit A1 for staff recommendations for each non-regulatory request.

Author: Erin Chappell

1

Item No. 16
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 21-22, 2017
Exhibits
A1.
A2.
A3.
A4.
A5.
A6.
A7.

FGC table of non-marine, non-regulatory requests received through Apr 27, 2017
Email from California Sportfishing League, received Feb 24, 2017
Letter from Mia Laurence, received Feb 26, 2017
Email from Jean Welch, received Mar 2, 2017
Email from Marilyn Jasper, received Mar 29, 2017
Email from Francis Coats, received Mar 30, 2017
Email from Christine Harris, received Apr 13, 2017

Motion/Direction
(A)

Moved by _______________ and seconded by _______________ that the Commission
adopts the staff recommendations for actions on April 2017 non-regulatory requests.
OR
Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the
staff recommendations for actions on April 2017 non-regulatory requests, except for
item(s) ____________ for which the action is ____________.

Author: Erin Chappell
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CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
DECISION LIST FOR NON-MARINE, NON-REGULATORY REQUESTS RECEIVED THROUGH APR 27, 2017
Revised 06-09-2017
FGC - California Fish and Game Commission DFW - California Department of Fish and Wildlife WRC - Wildlife Resources Committee MRC - Marine Resources Committee

Date
Received

2/24/2017

Name of Petitioner

Subject of
Request

Marko Mlikotin
CA Sportfishing League

Social media

Short Description

Requests FGC utilize social media to more
effectively notice public hearing dates and
communicate policy objectives.

FGC Decision

REFER to FGC staff for evaluation and
recommendation

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

DENY; inconsistent with FGC mandates

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

Requests FGC outlaw hunting and trapping of native
DENY; inconsistent with FGC mandates
wildlife.

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

Urges FGC to develop and implement a policy
DENY; the FGC president is working with staff to
defining staff's authority and criteria for incorporating document internal procedures related to managing
public comments into meeting materials.
public comments

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

Requests FGC consider applicable laws for
navigable waters and public trust lands when
adopting regulations for public use of wildlife areas
and ecological reserves.

REFER to DFW and FGC legal counsel

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

2/25/2017

Mia Laurence

Hunting and trapping Requests FGC outlaw hunting and trapping.

3/2/2017

Jean Welch

Hunting and trapping

3/29/2017

Marilyn Jasper
Public comments
Public Interest Coalition
Sierra Club Placer Group

3/30/2017

Francis Coats

Public use and
access

Staff Recommendation

4/13/2017

Christine Harris

Trapping

Requests FGC stop the trapping of wolves.

As a species listed as endangered under the
California Endangered Species Act, the take of
wolves is prohibited; therefore, no FGC action is
required.

4/26/2017

George Osborn

Social media

Requests FGC add discussion on the use of social
media to the agenda for a future meeting.

DENY; staff is currently evaluating the use of social
media

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

4/26/2017

Kim Richard

Bat conservation
plan

Requests update on the timeline for completing the
bat conservation plan.

The bat conservation plan is an internal DFW
management plan; therefore, no action by FGC is
required. Petitioner is referred to DFW.

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

4/26/2017

Chumash Community
Coalition

Requests FGC videotape and live-stream all
Committee meetings
committee meetings.

DENY; Committee meetings are audio-recorded and
the recording posted to the FGC website for public RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
access. Funding for videotaping and live-streaming ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017
is not available.

4/26/2017

Friends of Griffith Park

Rodenticides

DENY; outside FGC authority

Requests that FGC ban rodenticides.

RECEIPT: 4/26-27/2017
ACTION: Scheduled 6/21-22/2017

From: Jean Welsh
Sent: Thursday, March 02, 2017 10:02 AM
To: FGC
Subject: STOP THE MURDER OF CALIFORNIAS WILDLIFE

From Shari Welsh

Valerie Termini
fgc@fgc.ca.gov

I am outraged by the the murder of our Californias Wildlife. I AM OUTRAGED BY THE
CRUELTY INFLICTED ON CALIFORINAS WILDLIFE. Outlaw all hunting and trapping
of CA's NATIVE WILDLIFE. This barbaric ecocide of NATIVE WILDLIFE whom have
more right to live here than most of us. The same genocide was used on American Indians.
Hunters,trappers are sick individuals and ranchers are destroying our environment and are
even a cause of GLOBAL WARMING. These native animals have evolved in North America
for over 5 MILLION YEARS & we want them protected;Canis is a genus of canidscontaining
multiple extantspecies, such as wolves, dogs and coyotes. Species of this genus are
distinguished by their moderate to large size, their massive, well developed skulls and dentition,
long legs, and comparatively short ears and tails.[3]
Etymology
The generic name Canis means "dog" in Latin. The term "canine" comes from the adjective
form, caninus ("of the dog"), from which the term canine tooth is also derived.[4] The canine
family has prominent canine teeth, used for killing their prey. The word canis is cognate to
the Greek word kūon (Greek: Κύων), which means "dog", as well as (less transparently) English
hound.
Terminology
· Immature males or females (that is, animals that are incapable of reproduction) are referred
to as puppies.[5]
· A group of puppies from the same gestation period is referred to as a litter. [6]
Taxonomy
Canini
The tribe Canini[7] (Fischer de Waldheim, 1817) is the sister group to the foxes (vulpes), and is
represented today by two sub-tribes: genus Canis[8] that includes dogs, wolves, coyotes, jackals;
and the genus Cerdocyonina [9] that includes the so-called foxes of South America (Crab-eating
fox). The critical features that mark the Canini as a monophyletic group include: the consistent
enlargement of the frontal sinus, often accompanied by the correlated loss of the depression in
the dorsal surface of the postorbital process; the posterior expansion of the paroccipital process;
the enlargement of the mastoid process; and the lack of lateral flare of the orbital border of
the zygoma.[10] :p77

Canis
The genus Canis (Carl Linnaeus, 1758) was published in the 10th edition of Systema
Naturae[2] and included the dog-like carnivores: the domestic dog, wolves, coyotes and jackals.
All species within the Canis genus are phylogenetically closely related with 78 chromosomes and
can potentially interbreed.[11]
Evolution
The fossil record shows that Feliforms and Caniforms emerged within the superfamily Carnivoramorpha 43 million YBP.[12] The caniforms included the fox-like Leptocyon genus
whose various species existed from 34 million YBP before branching 11.9 million YBP
into vulpes (foxes) and canini (canines). The jackal-sized Eucyon existed in North America from
10 million YBP and by the Early Plioceneabout 6-5 million YBP the coyote-like Eucyon
davisi[13] invaded Eurasia. In North America it gave rise to early Canis which first appeared in
the Miocene (6 million YBP) in south-western USA and Mexico. By 5 million YBP the
larger Canis lepophagus appeared in the same region.[14] :p58
The canids that had emigrated from North America to Eurasia – Eucyon, Vulpes,
and Nyctereutes – were small to medium-sized predators during the Late Miocene and Early
Pliocene but they were not the top predators. The position of the canids would change with the
arrival of Canis to become a dominant predator across the Holarctic. The wolf-sized C.
chihilensis appeared in northern China in the Mid-Pliocene around 4-3 million YBP. This was
followed by an explosion of Canis evolution across Eurasia in the Early Pleistocene around 1.8
million YBP in what is commonly referred to as the Wolf event. It is associated with the formation
of the Mammoth steppe and continental glaciation. Canis spread to Europe in the forms of C.
arnensis, C. eutruscus, and C. falconeri.[14] :p148 One study found that the diversity of the Canis
group decreased by the end of the Early Pleistocene to Middle Pleistocene and was limited in
Eurasia to the small wolves of the Canis mosbachensis–Canis variabilis group and the large
hypercarnivorous Canis (Xenocyon) lycaonoides.[15]
Wolves, dogs and dingoes

The extant wolf-like canids
Side-striped jackal
Black-backed jackal
Dog
Gray wolf
Coyote
African golden wolf
Golden jackal
Ethiopian wolf
Dhole
African wild dog
Phylogenetic relationships between the extant wolf-like clade of canids.[16] [17] See
further:Canid relationships

Wolves, dogs, and dingoes are subspecies of Canis lupus. The original referent of the English
word wolf, the Eurasian wolf, is called C. l. lupus to distinguish it from other wolf subspecies,
such as the Indian wolf (C. l. pallipes), the Arabian wolf (C. l. arabs), or the Tibetan wolf (C. l.
chanco).
Some experts have suggested some subspecies of C. lupus be considered Canis species
distinct from C. lupus. These include Central Asia's Himalayan wolf, and the Indian
wolf,[18] [19] as well as the North America's red wolf and eastern wolf.[20]
The dingo (C. l. dingo), from Australasia, and the domestic dog (C. l. familiaris) are also
considered subspecies of C. lupus, although they are not commonly referred to or thought of as
"wolves".[21]
Coyotes, jackals, and wolves
The Gray wolf (C. lupus), the Ethiopian wolf (C. simensis), and the African golden wolf(C.
anthus) are three of the many Canis species referred to as "wolves"; however, all of the others
are now extinct and little is known about them by the general public. One of these, the
extinct dire wolf (C. dirus), has gained fame from the thousands of specimens found and
displayed at the Rancho La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles, California.
Canis species that are too small to attract the word "wolf" are called coyotes in
the Americas and jackals elsewhere. Although these may not be more closely related to each
other than they are to C. lupus, they are, as fellow Canis species, all more closely related to
wolves and domestic dogs than they are to foxes, maned wolves, or other canids which do not
belong to the genus Canis. The word "jackal" is applied to three distinct species of this group:
the side-striped (C. adustus) and black-backed (C. mesomelas) jackals, found in sub-Saharan
Africa, and the golden jackal (C. aureus), found across southwestern and south-central Asia,
and the Balkans.
While North America has only one small-sized species, the coyote (C. latrans), it has become
very widespread, moving into areas once occupied by wolves. They can be found across much
of mainland Canada, in every state of the contiguous United States, all of Mexico except
the Yucatán Peninsula, and the Pacific and central areas of Central America, ranging as far as
western Panama.
African migration
In 2015, a study of mitochondrial genome sequences and
whole genome nuclear sequences of African and Eurasian
canids indicated that extant wolf-like canids have colonised
Africa from Eurasia at least 5 times throughout the Pliocene
and Pleistocene, which is consistent with fossil evidence
suggesting that much of African canid fauna diversity
resulted from the immigration of Eurasian ancestors, likely coincident with Plio-Pleistocene
climatic oscillations between arid and humid conditions. When comparing the African and
Eurasian golden jackals, the study concluded that the African specimens represented a distinct
monophyletic lineage that should be recognized as a separate species, Canis anthus (African
golden wolf). According to a phylogeny derived from nuclear sequences, the Eurasian golden
jackal (Canis aureus) diverged from the wolf/coyote lineage 1.9 million years ago but the African
golden wolf separated 1.3 million years ago. Mitochondrial genome sequences indicated the
Ethiopian wolf diverged from the wolf/coyote lineage slightly prior to that. [22] :S1
Skulls of dire wolf (C. dirus), gray wolf
(C. lupus), eastern wolf (C. lycaon), red
wolf (C. rufus), coyote (C. latrans),
African golden wolf (C. anthus), golden
jackal (C. aureus) and black-backed
jackal (C. mesomelas)

Gallery

Gray wolf (Canis lupus) (includes dog and dingo).
Eastern wolf (Canis lycaon) (often includes latrans admixture)
Red wolf (Canis rufus) (includes latrans admixture)
Coyote (Canis latrans)
Dire wolf (Canis dirus) (extinct)
African golden wolf (Canis anthus)
Golden jackal (Canis aureus)
Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis)
Black-backed jackal (Canis mesomelas)
Side-striped jackal (Canis adustus)
See also
· List of Canis species
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Francis Coats
Thursday, March 30, 2017 4:44 PM
FGC
Considering public rights to use navigable waters and to fish.

To the California Fish and Game Commission:
It appears that the commission overlooks generally applicable laws when adopting regulations governing public
use of wildlife areas and ecological reserves. For example.
1. Sections 1528 and 1745 require the Commission to encourage multiple recreational use including boating,
but the regulations severely limit access across administered lands for boating.
2. The navigable servitude law gives the public the right to be on the navigable waters including the temporarily
dry banks below high water mark and there engage in lawful recreational activities, but the regulations severely
limit this use.
3. Article I section 25 gives the public the right to fish on and from State owned land, but the regulations limit
this use. Particularly bothersome are rules unnecessarily restricting crossing administered lands to get to
navigable waters.
4. Article I section 25 also requires the reservation of the right to fish in the people upon the transfer of stateowned land, but it is not clear that the commission complies. See State v. San Luis Obispo Sportsmans' Assc.
1978 22 Cal. 3d 440.
5. At least at the Feather River Wildlife Area, DFW does not post signs identifying the area, does not mark the
boundaries, and does not disclose the existence of some of the units on it website (Morse Road Unit,
Marysville Unit).
6. Under the public trust doctrine, the Commission is obligated to avoid adversely affecting public trust uses
whenever feasible. Where rules impair access across administered lands for access to navigable waters, the
desirability of permitting access must be considered, interference must be avoided whenever feasible, this
consideration must be public, and the decision making process must be documented. See San Francisco
Baykeeper, Inc., v. State Lands Commission 2015.
Please consider these matters, in a public manner, and document that consideration when making decisions
which may adversely affect the public's rights to access and use the navigable waters/public trust lands, and
the right to fish in both navigable waters and other waters.
Francis Coats,
;
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