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Overview 
-OSPR Expands Into Inland Waters 
 
-Crude Oil Transportation and Facilities 
 
-Developing GRP’s-Where Do We Start? 
 
-Examples of High Risk Areas in the State 
  
-GRP’s: Driven by Access Sites 
 
-Resources-At-Risk 
 
-Where Are We Now? Existing GRP’s 
 
-Priority GRP’s Identified by OSPR to Develop 
 
-Next Steps in the GRP Development Process 
 
 



OSPR’s Jurisdiction 
Expands Beyond the 

Marine 
Environment 
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• Created single, statewide program 

to cover spills of oil or oil products 
from all sources in marine and inland 
waters 

 
• Ensured entities owning pipelines, 

production facilities, and rail have 
contingency plans and the ability to 
pay for spill response 
 

• Authorized emergency regulations 
to implement the new program, 
went into effect January 2015  
 

   
 

Why Inland Waters?  
 

In 2014, Senate Bill 861 extended 
OSPR’s authority to all waters of the 
State, creating a Statewide Oil Spill 
Prevention and Response Program 
 



Oil Spill Risk in 
California From Inland 

Facilities 
 
• Class 1 railroads 

operating on 4,438 miles 
of track 

 
• 4,048 total miles of crude 

pipeline 
 
• 15,000 miles of highway 
 
•  19 oil refineries 
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Developing GRP’s….Where Do We Start?  

We needed to develop a systematic approach to address high risk 
areas for a spill, coupled with highly sensitive environmental areas to 
prioritize the development of GRP’s statewide.  
 



Key criteria used identify priority GRP’s: 
 
• Rail and High Hazard Rail within ¼ mile of a waterway 
 
• Pipelines and facilities within ¼ mile of a waterway 
 
• Area with historical spills 
 
• Presence of  terrestrial and aquatic threatened and 

endangered species and their habitats 
 
• Cultural/historical concerns 
 
• Political sensitivities 

 
• LEPC boundaries – 1 GRP in each LEPC 
 



GRP’s will be driven by access to sites along 
river systems and lakes where response 
activities are feasible.  
 

Photo: Anna Burkholder 



Resources-At-Risk 

CDFW File Photo’s 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mountain yellow-legged frog 
Burrowing owl
Pacific Pond turtle
Desert tortoise
Kangaroo rat
Southwestern willow flycatcher
And anadromous fish species



Existing GRP’s: 
• Carson River (2005) 
• East Walker River (2006) 
• Lake Tahoe (2014) 
• Lower Colorado River (2014) 
• Upper Sacramento River (2005) 
• Truckee River (2005) 
 
Industry Sponsored GRP’s in Development 
• Feather River – Union Pacific 
• Lake Almanor - BNSF CDFW File Photo 

 

Where Are We Now? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPA lead the effort to produce 6 GRP’s which extend between two states (interstate plans); California and either Nevada or Arizona. Upper Sacramento is the only exception and stays within California's borders. 



Feather River Canyon 
March 2016 

High Risk: 
 
• Rail 
 
• Highway 70 and 89 
 
• Major source of 

drinking  and irrigation 
water for California 
 

• Hydroelectric Power 
Facilities 

Photo Credits: Central Valley Water Board 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Feather River flows into Lake Oroville which is the states second largest reservoir and is the primary source of water for the State Water Project.  
It provides drinking water to millions of California residents, including Southern California 
Irrigates nearly 1 million acres of farmland 




Feather River 2014– 12-Car Train Derailment at Rich Bar 
Photo Credit: Jake Miille, Sacramento Bee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corn Spill in 2014 at Rich Bar and Hwy 70 along Feather River; raised concerns over oil trains traveling through Feather River Canyon. 




Priority GRP’s Identified by OSPR for 
First Planning Cycle 

 

• Upper Sacramento River 
 
• North Fork American 

River 
 
• Russian River 
 
• Kern River 
 
• Ballona Creek 
 
• Cajon Pass 
 



GRP Boundaries with Local Emergency 
Planning Committee (LEPC) Regions 
 



Cajon Pass High Risk: 
• Rail 
• Pipelines 
• Highway 15 and 215 
• San Andreas Fault 
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      Sensitive Species: 
• Arroyo Toad (FE, CSC) 
• Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (FE, SE)  
• Least Bell’s Vireo (FE, SE) 
• Two Striped Garter Snake (CSC) 
• Santa Ana Speckled Dace (CSC) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One example of a GRP priority area is the Cajon Pass

Cajon Creek (wash) is a tributary to Lytle Creek which flows into the Santa Ana River.







What Are Our Next 
Steps?  
 
 
Convene a Statewide GRP 
Steering Committee: 
 
• The Steering Committee will 

provide a forum for stakeholders 
and agencies to help guide 
effectiveness, efficiency and 
consistency with developing 
inland geographic response plans 
 

 
Work with Local Emergency 
Planning Committee’s on 
individual GRP planning, 
development and plan 
maintenance 



Questions? 

CDFW File Photo 

anna.burkholder@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR 

mailto:anna.burkholder@Wildlife.ca.gov
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