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6. RED ABALONE   

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Direction  ☐ 

(A) Receive update on red abalone recreational fishery and discuss potential 
recommendation regarding regulatory options for 2018. 

(B) Receive progress update on red abalone fishery management plan (FMP) 
development.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
(A)  
• FGC receives update on 2017 surveys and fishery Jun 21-22, 2017; Smith River 
• Today’s update on fishery and options for 2018 Jul 20, 2017; MRC, Santa Rosa 
• Notice hearing Aug 16-17; Sacramento 
• MRC update on 2017 surveys and options review  Nov 9, 2017; MRC, Marina  

 
(B)  
• FGC supports red abalone FMP development per  Oct 8, 2014; FGC, Mt. Shasta 

MRC recommendation    
• DFW update on FMP process and timeline 2015-2016; MRC meetings 
• Update on FMP process and timeline Mar 23, 2017; MRC, San Clemente 
• Today’s update on FMP process and timeline Jul 20, 2017; MRC, Santa Rosa 

Background  
(A) Recreational fishery:  Abalone is currently managed under the FGC-adopted 

Abalone Recovery and Management Plan (ARMP).  Since Feb 2016, DFW abalone 
project staff has kept FGC and MRC updated on impacts to abalone stocks resulting 
from the unprecedented set of environmental conditions and subsequent biological 
impacts to abalone, which warranted emergency action by FGC (in Dec 2016). 
Severely-impacted environmental and red abalone conditions led FGC to take 
emergency action to change abalone regulations in 2017, by reducing the annual limit 
from 18 to 12 (except for Sonoma County, which remained at 9) and reducing the 
months open to fishing from seven to five by closing Apr and Nov. The emergency 
regulations became effective on Apr 1, 2017 and will expire on Sep 29, 2017; FGC is 
scheduled to consider extending the emergency regulation through the 2017 season 
during its Aug 2017 meeting. 

 
In Jun 2017, DFW also notified FGC that regulations to be proposed for the 2018 
fishery season may need to be more restrictive than the 2017 emergency 
regulations(Exhibit A.1). DFW reported that early indications, based on recent DFW 
creel surveys and in-water reports and observations to date, suggest conditions 
continue to be very poor and are not likely to quickly improve. Red abalone assessed 
from nine sites in 2017 shows that 25% of the abalone surveyed (n=3800) are 
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shrunken and starving. Kelp food resources continue to be poor and density of purple 
sea urchin competitors remains high. There is also growing concern amongst DFW 
staff that this summer’s density survey results may hit management triggers specified 
in the ARMP, resulting in additional restrictions, including possible site or county 
closures.  

At this meeting, DFW intends to present regulatory options to further curtail the fishery 
for the 2018 season to levels appropriate for the biological needs of red abalone 
across the fishery. DFW has indicated that surveys need to be conducted into the fall 
before recommending a specific option within the range of potential actions. Today’s 
MRC discussion is intended to inform FGC consideration of options included in a draft 
rulemaking package to be presented in Aug.  

(B) Red abalone FMP:  This is a standing agenda item to receive DFW updates on 
development of a red abalone FMP, which commenced in fall of 2014. DFW has 
provided updates at MRC meetings on stakeholder input and next steps in the FMP 
development process.  

Today DFW will provide an update on red abalone FMP progress, as informed by 
recent conditions in the fishery, and discuss possible role of citizen science within the 
management framework.  

Significant Public Comments 
The Nature Conservancy highlighted its collaborative efforts to develop potential new data 
streams, including citizen science, to inform an adaptive management framework for red 
abalone (Exhibit B.1). Dr. Jono Wilson, staff senior fisheries scientist, has been approved to 
provide a presentation on this topic.  

Recommendation 
Discuss the range of options to include in a draft rulemaking package (to be presented to FGC 
in Aug) and schedule further discussion of options for the Nov MRC meeting.  

Exhibits 
A.1 DFW presentation from Jun 21-22, 2017 FGC meeting 
B.1 Letter from Tom Dempsy, The Nature Conservancy, received Jul 7, 2017 

Committee Direction/Recommendation 
Consider options presented and discussed, and develop a recommendation for any options to 
add or remove for the draft rulemaking the Commission will consider in August. 
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Update Overview

• FMP timeline
• Fishery conditions update 
–Preliminary Creel survey information
–Updated kelp fly-over survey data

• 2017 rulemaking
• Next steps



Abalone FMP Timeline
Note: Bold emphasized Milestones signify public input opportunities

Milestones 2014 2015
Q1 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2

MRC Hears Proposed Process Completed

FGC Guidance on Process Completed
Phase I Workshops, Tribal Consult: 
Education & Listening Completed

Angler Survey Completed

Frame Opportunities & Goals Completed

Solicit Outside Scientific Input Completed

Draft FMP
Angler Survey II
CEQA

Phase II Workshops, RAAC, Tribal 
Consult: Draft FMP Review & Listening *
Scientific/Peer Review *
Discuss Peer review findings with MRC

Refine FMP

Final Draft and CEQA to FGC for 
Approval Process

Regulation Changes (APA)

Implement FMP

ARMP update

2016 2017 2018 2019



Abalone Creel 2017 

Staff Days Staff Hours Volunteer Days Volunteer Hours

17 104 21 123

• 9 sites surveyed over 2 days, 1 to 5 people per site 
depending on expected level of fishing effort 

• 227 total hours to conduct the two day creel survey



Abalone Condition May 2017 
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2017 Red Abalone Creel
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2+ years in a row of poor gonad
NORMAL STARVED
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Kelp Fly-Over Surveys 
Northern  California



Subtidal Algal Impacts in 
2016
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Urchins are starting to eat through the 
Crustose coralline algae



Concerns for Abalone Fishery 2017

• Continuing starvation conditions
• Food for abalone scarce
• High densities of purple sea urchins
• Reproduction conditions very poor

• Abalone more vulnerable to the fishery
• Abalone are all in shallow water
• Fishing has never been better



Sustainable Fishery
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Abalone Production
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2017 Rulemakings

• Re-up emergency rules - August
• Notice rulemaking for 2018 - August
• Discuss October, Adopt December
• Consider more restrictive options:
• Annual limit of 9
• Closure(s)



Next Steps

• Red Abalone FMP
• Public discussions of draft FMP
• Peer review
• Begin CEQA

• Continued Fishery Monitoring
• Creel Survey end of June
• Dive Surveys August/September
• Updates at August and October meetings

• Rulemaking notice August



Thank You

Sonke Mastrup

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Invertebrates/Abalone
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