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13.

NON-MARINE PETITIONS FOR REGULATION CHANGE

Today’s Item

Information ☐

Action ☒

This is a standing agenda item for FGC to act on regulation petitions from the public that are
non-marine in nature. For this meeting:
(A) Action on petitions for regulation change received at the Aug 2017 meeting.
(B) Update on pending regulation petitions referred to staff or DFW for review.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions
(A)



Receipt of new petitions
Today’s action on petitions

Aug 16, 2017; Sacramento
Oct 11-12, 2017; Atascadero



Today’s update and possible action on referrals

Oct 11-12, 2017; Atascadero

(B)

Background
As of Oct 1, 2015, any request for FGC to adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation must be
submitted on form FGC 1, “Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for Regulation
Change” (Section 662, Title 14). Petitions received at an FGC meeting are scheduled for
consideration at the next business meeting, unless the petition is rejected under 10-day staff
review as prescribed in subsection 662(b).
Petitions scheduled for consideration today under (A) were received at the Aug 2017 meeting in
one of three ways: (1) submitted by the comment deadline and published as tables in the
meeting binder, (2) submitted by the late comment deadline and delivered at the meeting, or (3)
received during public forum. Petitions considered under (B) were scheduled for action at a
previous meeting and were referred by FGC to DFW or FGC staff for for further evaluation prior
to action.
(A) Petitions for regulation change. No non-marine regulation petitions are scheduled
for action at this meeting.
(B) Pending regulation petitions. This item is an opportunity for staff to provide a
recommendation on non-marine petitions previously referred by FGC to staff or DFW
for review. FGC may act on any staff recommendations made today. Two updates on
pending non-marine petitions referred to FGC staff or DFW are scheduled for action at
this meeting:
I. Petition #2015-009 (raise commercial trapping license fees): FGC staff
recommends that FGC deny the request as it requires a legislative change.
Fish and Game Code does not define a commercial trapping license. Fish and
Game Code Section 4006(a) only differentiates between resident, non-resident,
and junior licenses. In addition, FGC is lacking evidence that all reasonable
administrative and implementation costs of DFW and FGC are not currently
being fully recovered; an assessment is necessary to make that determination

Author: Erin Chappell

1

Item No. 13
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 11-12, 2017
and has been identified as a need for future action. The petition is provided in
Exhibit B1.
II. Petition #2016-028 (clarify fire service members authorized to validate deer and
elk tags): DFW Law Enforcement Division (LED) recommends that FGC grant
the request for further consideration (see petition and DFW memo in exhibits
B2 and B3, respectively).
Significant Public Comments
(B) Petition #2015-009: An online petition intiated by Project Coyote requesting FGC
raise trapping license fees or eliminate the fur-trapping program entirely has
received over 5500 signatures since it was inititated in Jan 2017 (Exhibit B4). Since
the Apr 2017 FGC discussion, FGC has also received two requests from individuals
regarding commercial trapping (exhibits B5-B6).
Recommendation
(B) Adopt FGC staff recommendation for regulation petition #2015-009 and DFW LED
recommendation for regulation petition #2016-028.
Exhibits
B1. Petition #2015-009: Raise commercial trapping license fees
B2. Petition #2016-028: Clarify fire service members authorized to validate deer and elk
tags
B3. DFW LED memo regarding Petition #2016-028, received Sep 26, 2017
B4. Project Coyote online petition concerning Petition #2015-009, received beginning Jan
26, 2017
B5. Email from Genevieve DeGuzman regarding commercial fur trapping, received Jun
26, 2017
B6. Email from Louis Gauci regarding trapping license fees, received Sep 19, 2017
Motion/Direction
(B) Moved by _______________ and seconded by _______________ that the
Commission adopts the staff and Department Law Enforcement Division
recommendations for petitions #2015-009 and #2016-028.
OR
Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the
staff recommendations for actions on the pending petitions for regulation change,
except for petition number ____________ for which the action is ____________.
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End All Commercial Fur Trapping in California
Genevieve DeGuzman
Mon 6/26/2017 6:03 PM
To:FGC

<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>;

Valerie Termini, Executive Director
California Fish and Game Commission
Dear Ms. Termini,
I am writing to urge the California Fish and Game Commission to support ending of all
commercial fur trapping in California. I was outraged to learn that the commission has for
multiple years knowingly allowed an illegal subsidy for commercial fur trapping to continue. As
a taxpayer, I strongly oppose my tax dollars being used to illegally support this appalling
practice.
Given it is unlikely that the state could ever bring in enough money from trappers to cover the
costs of the trapping program, the simplest -- and the only lawful -- option is to ban commercial
fur trapping in California. Doing so is also consistent with the values of the overwhelming
majority of Californians who appreciate our wildlife alive, not as commodities to be killed and
exported for the benefit of a handful of trappers.
You made the right choice in 2015 by banning the cruel practice of commercial bobcat
trapping--thank you!; now's your chance to end commercial fur trapping of all other species in
California, bringing the state into the 21st century of wildlife management.
PLEASE do the right thing and ban commercial fur trapping!
Thank you for taking my comment.
Sincerely,
Genevieve DeGuzman

CA Fish & Game Commission Comply with State Law - FGC

CA Fish & Game Commission Comply with State Law
louis gauci
Tue 9/19/2017 3:07 PM
To:FGC

<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>;

Cc:info@projectcoyote.org

California Fish & Game Commission,
I am writing to compel the California Fish and Game Commission to come
into compliance with state law requiring that the Commission raise
trapping license fees to cover program and implementation costs. The
Commission has failed to comply with this straightforward requirement
for four years now. We cannot stand for a fifth year of
non-compliance.
If the Commission cannot ensure that trapping license fees are raised
to a level that would realistically cover the state’s trapping program
implementation costs, the Commission should eliminate the fur-trapping
program altogether.
Fewer than 100 Californians engage in commercial trapping for the fur
trade. As public trustees of California's wildlife, the Commission
should require licensing fees that are in line with the true costs
incurred by this tiny minority of people who enjoy trapping animals
for fun and profit.

Sincerely,

Louis
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