
Common Sport-Caught Flatfishes of 
Del Norte, Humboldt, and Mendocino Counties 
Credits: Illustrations by D.J. Miller. E. Roberts, M. Robbins & A. Edmunds. References: Guide to Coastal Marine Fishes of CA FB #157; O.J. Miller & R.N. Lea; 

Northeast Pacific Flatfishes; D. Kramer, W.H. Barss, B.C. Paust, B.E. Bracken 

Body large and thick; 
elongate diamond 

shape 

near edges 
Lateral line with 
high arch over 

pectoral fin 

present 

 

lower eye; large 
conical teeth, two 
rows on upper jaw 

No accessory 
dorsal branch 

 

Petrale Sole - Eopsetta jordani
Maximum reported length: 700 mm FL 

Scales very small, 
firmly attached 

near edges; 
membranes pigmented 

Right-eyed 

strong 

Accessory dorsal 
branch short to Sand Sole - Psettichthys melanostictus

Maximum reported length: 630 mm FL 

Lateral line with 

rounded 

No accessory 
dorsal branch 

Lateral line nearly 
straight with slight curve 

over pectoral fin 

crescent-shaped 

strong 

Right-eyed 

/ 
First few dorsal 

fin rays elongate 
and mostly free 
of membrane 

�r- ---
!" Large mouth; 

maxillary extends 
Wide, low below middle of 

space lower eye 
between 

eyes 

Arrowtooth Flounder - Atheresthes stomias
Maximum reported length: 860 mm FL 

Right-eyed 
Upper eye visible 
from blind side 

Large 
mouth with 

Maxillary 
extending below 

or beyond 
posterior part of 

eye 

Large mouth with 
maxillary extending 

below or beyond 
posterior part of 

Small 
eyes 

Lateral line with 
high 

arch over 
pectoral fin 

 

California Halibut - Paralichthys californicus
Maximum reported length: 1,520 mm FL 

No anal 
spine 

-�ally left-eyed, can be right-eyed

No accessory 
dorsal branch 

indented near 
top and bottom 

 

Sharp bony Pacific Sanddab - Citharichthys sordidus
Maximum reported length: 410 mm FL 

Left-eyed 
Small 

mouth with 
small teeth 

No accessory 
__ _;:_ ______ __,,�dorsal branch 

\ 

Lower eye anterio 
to upper with 

diameter greater 
than snout length; 

snout rounded, 
blunt 

No anal 
spine 

Lateral line with 
high arch over 

pectoral fin 

Dorsal and anal 
fins have dark 

Lateral line 
nearly straight 

 

Rock Sole - Pleuronectes bilineatus
Maximum reported length: 610 mm FL 

Right-eyed 

with fleshy 
Dorsal and lips; maxillary 

anal fins have extends below 
dark blotches anterior edge rounded or in 

shape of broad V Anal spine strong or bars of eye 

nearly square 
to slightly 
rounded 

Lateral line with Starry Flounder - Platichthys stellatus
Maximum reported length: 910 mm FL 

Usually right-eyed, can be left-eyed 

Small eyes; 
lower eye 
anterior to 

upper 

maxillary 
extends below 
anterior part of 

lower eye 


