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16. ORAL ARGUMENTS BY DFW AND PACIFIC STAR SPORTFISHING

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 

Hear oral arguments related to possible action in Executive Session on the potential 
suspension of Pacific Star Sportfishing, Inc.’s commercial passenger fishing vessel license. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

 FGC rejected Pacific Star proposed decision
 Today’s oral arguments

Dec 6-7, 2017; San Diego 
Feb 7-8, 2018; Sacramento 

Background 

DFW filed an accusation (Exhibit 1) with the Commission against Pacific Star Sportfishing LLC 
and Pacific Star Sportfishing, Inc. (together Pacific Star). The accusation requested that the 
Commission suspend a commercial passenger fishing vessel license. Pacific Star filed a notice 
of defense. FGC staff referred the matter to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH); OAH 
conducted a hearing, and submitted a proposed decision for FGC consideration (Exhibit 2).  

After receiving the proposed decision, DFW submitted a memo (Exhibit 3) opposing portions of 
the proposed decision. Pacific Star submitted a response to DFW’s memo (Exhibit 4) 
advocating for adoption of the proposed decision.   

At its Dec 2017 meeting, FGC voted to reject the proposed decision and decide the case 
independently. DFW and Pacific Star were each given 15 minutes to argue their positions at a 
future meeting; this agenda item is to allow the parties to make those arguments. After the 
parties present arguments to FGC, FGC will retire into closed session under agenda item 17 to 
deliberate on the matter and reach a decision.   

Significant Public Comments 

One comment thanking FGC for supporting effective enforcement of California’s marine 
protected areas by rejecting the proposed decision in the case of Pacific Star Sportfishing 
(Exhibit 5) 

Recommendation  

FGC staff:  Hear arguments from the parties and ask any clarifying questions directed to either 
DFW or Pacific Star. 

Exhibits 

1. Accusation against Pacific Star, dated Nov 30, 2015

2. Proposed decision in the matter of the accusation against Pacific Star, dated Sep 26,
2017 

3. DFW memo regarding the proposed decision in the matter of Pacific Star, received
Nov 20, 2017 

4. Pacific Star letter regarding the proposed decision in the matter of Pacific Star,
received Dec 8, 2017 
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5. Email from Wildcoast, Pacific Ocean Institute, and Heal the Bay, received Dec 13,
2017 

Motion/Direction (N/A) 
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