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About the Instream Flow Program

The Instream Flow Program (IFP) is a Statewide Water Planning Program within Water Branch in the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department). The IFP conducts instream flow studies and 
develops ecological flow regime criteria needed for long-term protection, maintenance, and effective 
stewardship of fish and wildlife resources.

Water Branch Mission

To fulfill our public trust responsibility to the State of California by providing sound leadership in the balanced 
and integrated management of California’s water resources, for the benefit of aquatic and terrestrial species 
and those habitats upon which they depend.


















