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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT AND PUBLIC 
SCOPING MEETING NOTICE FOR THE RED ABALONE FISHERY MANAGEMENT 
PLAN AND REGULATORY AMENDMENTS PROJECT 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is preparing a fishery 
management plan (FMP) for red abalone (Haliotis rufescens).  The California Fish and 
Game Commission (Commission), with assistance from CDFW, is providing this formal 
notice as the project lead agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). CDFW, assisting the Commission under its certified regulatory program, has 
prepared the attached Initial Study (IS), detailed project description, and a preliminary 
analysis of the impacts identified in the IS. (See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 781.5.) The 
public comment period for this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is from April 9, 2018 through 
May 9, 2018.  Comments may be provided by email to Ian Taniguchi at 
Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov or by letter to the following address: 

Attn: Ian Taniguchi 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

4665 Lampson Avenue, Suite C 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 
Red abalone is a resource managed by CDFW currently under the Abalone Recovery 
and Management Plan (ARMP).  The Red Abalone FMP, if adopted by the Commission, 
would further refine and implement the long-term management objectives outlined in the 
ARMP, as well as meet requirements for fisheries management in the Marine Life 
Management Act.  The FMP, if adopted, will serve as the framework to manage the 
recreational fishery for red abalone in accordance with Fish and Game Code (FGC) §§ 
5520, 7078.  Amendments to existing regulations, if adopted, will implement the FMP 
pursuant to Fish and Game Code sections 7072, 7075, and 7080-7088.   

The project area covered by the proposed Red Abalone FMP is located within state 
waters in Northern California extending from north of San Francisco Bay to the 
California-Oregon state line, encompassing the following counties: Marin, Sonoma, 
Mendocino, Humboldt, and Del Norte.  The project area does not include marine 
protected areas (MPAs) that specifically prohibit abalone fishing. 

A public hearing as part of the scoping effort will be held during the April 2018 
Commission meeting to solicit comments regarding what the document should address.  
This meeting is scheduled for April 18-19, 2018 at 1050 Schooner Drive, Ventura, CA 
93001.  Please visit the Commission’s website at 
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/meetings/2018/index.aspx for additional information. 

http://www.cdfw.ca.gov/
mailto:Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/meetings/2018/index.aspx










































































 

APPENDIX A 
 
Correspondence Related to Tribal Cultural Resources 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Honorable [Name, Title]  
[Tribe Name] 
[Address] 
[City, State Zip] 
 
Subject: Notification Pursuant To California Environmental Quality Act Section 
21080.3.1 for the Red Abalone Fishery Management Plan 
 
Dear Honorable Tribal Representative: 
 
The California Fish and Game Commission (Commission) and the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) would like to inform you as a Tribal 
representative that the Department is in the process of developing a Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) for red abalone (Haliotis rufescens) (Project). The 
Commission is providing this formal notice as the Project lead agency pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (Pub. Resources Code § 21080.3.1.) 
Your input can be provided to the Commission through consultation pursuant to CEQA 
sections 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 or during the public comment period anticipated to 
begin in August 2018. The Commission and the Department would welcome direct 
communication and consultation prior to the public process on this proposed Project 
and any anticipated impacts on Tribal interests or cultural resources. 
 
Red abalone is a resource managed by the Department currently under the Abalone 
Recovery and Management Plan (ARMP). The development of a separate FMP for red 
abalone will further refine and implement the long-term management objectives outlined 
in the ARMP, as well as meet requirements for fisheries management in the Marine Life 
Management Act. The FMP will be a framework document that gathers the best 
available scientific information on the natural history of red abalone, its fisheries (both 
current and historical), the economic conditions under which they operate, and the 
effects of the fisheries on the marine ecosystem. In addition, the FMP will review fishery 
management methods used in abalone fisheries in other parts of the world, and 
examine any other conservation and management measures that should be considered 
for the sustainability of the resource and its fisheries. 
 
The project is located within ocean waters in Northern California extending from north of 
San Francisco to the California-Oregon state line, encompassing the following counties: 
Marin, Sonoma, Mendocino, Humboldt, and Del Norte. The project area does not 
include marine protected areas (MPAs) that specifically prohibit abalone fishing. 
Although no impact is anticipated to natural resources, abalone may be a resource of 
cultural importance that may be of interest to your Tribe. 
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The goal of the Commission and the Department is to understand Tribal interests and 
concerns early in the Project and to work collaboratively to resolve any concerns. The 
Commission’s Tribal Consultation Policy can be viewed at 
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/policy/p4misc.aspx. The Department is committed to open 
communication with your Tribe under its Tribal Communication and Consultation Policy, 
which is available through the Department’s Tribal Affairs webpage at 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/General-Counsel/Tribal-Affairs.  
 
If you would like more information on the Project, please contact Mr. Ian Taniguchi, 
Senior Environmental Scientist, at Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov or by telephone 
(562) 342-7182. To request formal consultation with the Commission on the Project 
pursuant CEQA section 21080.3.1, please respond in writing within 30 days to 
Executive Director Valerie Termini by email Valerie.Termini@fgc.ca.gov or by mail at 
California Fish and Game Commission, 1416 9th Street, Suite 1320, Sacramento, CA 
95814. To request consultation with the Department, please contact Tribal Liaison 
Nathan Voegeli by email Tribal.Liaison@wildlife.ca.gov or by mail at Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, 1416 9th Street, Suite 1341, Sacramento, CA 95814. Please be sure to 
designate and provide contact information for the appropriate lead contact person. 
 
We look forward to your response and input into the proposed Project. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Valerie Termini          Craig Shuman, D. Env. 
Executive Director          Marine Regional Manager 
California Fish and Game Commission       California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
 
ec:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
  Nathan Voegeli, Tribal Liaison 

  tribal.liaison@wildlife.ca.gov  
 
  Ian Taniguchi, Senior Environmental Scientist 
  Marine Region 
  Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov  
 

 

http://www.fgc.ca.gov/policy/p4misc.aspx
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/General-Counsel/Tribal-Affairs
mailto:Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Valerie.Termini@fgc.ca.gov
mailto:Tribal.Liaison@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:tribal.liaison@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Ian.Taniguchi@wildlife.ca.gov


 

Tribal Distribution List 
 

Barry Bernard, Chairperson 
Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria 
266 Keisner Road 
Loleta, CA 95551 
 

Chris Wright, Chairperson 
Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians 
P.O. Box 607 
Gevserville, CA 95441 
 

Virgil Moorehead, Chairperson 
Big Lagoon Rancheria 
P.O. Box 3060 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
 

Dale Miller, Chairperson 
Elk Valley Rancheria 
2332 Howland Hill Road 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
 

Claudia Brundin, Chairperson 
Blue Lake Rancheria 
P.O. Box 428 
Blue Lake, CA 95525 
 

Greg Sarris, Chairperson 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
6400 Redwood Drive, Ste 300 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
 

Janet Eidsness, THPO 
Blue Lake Rancheria 
P.O. Box 428 
Blue Lake, CA 95525 
 

Gene Buvelot 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
6400 Redwood Drive, Ste 300 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
 

Aimie R. Lucus, Chairperson 
Cahto Tribe 
P.O. Box 1239 
Laytonville, CA 95454 
 

Merlene Sanchez, Chairperson 
Guidiville Rancheria of California 
P.O. Box 339 
Talmage, CA 95481 
 

Sonny Elliot, EPA Director 
Cahto Tribe 
P.O. Box 1239 
Laytonville, CA 95454 
 

Ryan P. Jackson, Chairperson 
Hoopa Valley Tribe 
P.O. Box 1348 
Hoopa, CA 95546 
 

Garth Sunberg Sr., Chairperson 
Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad 
Rancheria 
P.O. Box 630 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
 

Ivesha Miller, Chairperson 
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians 
3000 Shanel Road 
Hopland, CA 95449 
 

Patricia Hermosillo, Chairperson 
Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California 
555 S. Cloverdale Blvd., Suite A 
Cloverdale, CA 95425 
 

Russell Atteberry, Chairperson 
Karuk Tribe 
P.O. Box 1016 
Happy Camp, CA 96039 
 

Michael Hunter, Chairperson 
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
P.O. Box 39/ 7901 Hwy 10 North State Street 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
 
 
 
 
 

Dino Franklin Jr, Chairperson 
Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts 
Point Rancheria 
1420 Guerneville Rd. Ste 1 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
 



 

Tribal Distribution List, continued 
 

 

Marjorie Mejia, Chairperson 
Lytton Rancheria of California 
437 Aviation Blvd. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
 

James Russ, President 
Round Valley Indian Tribes of the Round Valley 
Reservation 
77826 Covelo Road 
Covelo, CA 95428 
 

Jaime Cobarrubia, Chairperson 
Manchester Band of Pomo Indians 
P.O. Box 623 
Arena Point, CA 95468 
 

Michael Knight, Chairperson 
Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
190 Sherwood Hill Drive 
Willits, CA 95490 

Jose Simon III, Chairperson 
Middletown Rancheria 
P.O. Box 1035 
Middletown, CA 95461 
 

Scott D. Sullivan, Chairperson 
Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation 
140 Rowdy Creek Road 
Smith River, CA 95567 
 

Scott Gabaldon, Chairperson 
Mishewal-Wappo tribe of Alexander Valley 
2275 Silk Road 
Windsor, CA 95492  
 

Suntavea Steinruck, THPO 
Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation 
140 Rowdy Creek Road 
Smith River, CA 95567 
 

Novo River Indian Community 
P.O. Box 91 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
 

Paul Ammon, Chairperson 
Tsnungwe Council 
P.O. Box 373 
Salver, CA 95563  
 

Leona Williams, Chairperson 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation 
500 B Pinoleville Drive 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
 

Ted Hernandez, Chairperson 
Wiyot Tribe 
1000 Wiyot Drive 
Loleta, CA 95551 
 

Salvador Rosales, Chairperson 
Potter Valley Tribe 
2251 South State Street 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
 

Thomas O'Rourke, Chairperson 
Yurok Tribe of the Yurok Reservation 
P.O. Box 1027 
Klamath, CA 95548 
 

Debra Ramirez, Chairperson 
Redwood Valley or Little River Band of Pomo 
3250 Road I 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
 

Robert McConnell, TPHO 
Yurok Tribe of the Yurok Reservation 
HC 67 P.O. Box 196, Highwa 9 
Hoopa, CA 95546 
 

Rick Dowd, Chairperson 
Resighini Rancheria 
P.O. Box 529 
Klamath, CA 95548 
 

NAGPRA Coordinator 
Yurok Tribe of the Yurok Reservation 
P.O. Box 1027 
Klamath, CA 95548 
 

 
 




