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31. UPLAND (RESIDENT) GAME BIRD (SAGE GROUSE) 

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Consider adopting proposed changes to upland game bird regulations regarding sage grouse. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

 WRC vetting Jan 11, 2018; Santa Rosa 

 Notice hearing  Feb 7-8, 2018; Sacramento 

 Discussion hearing  Apr 18-19, 2018; Ventura  

 Today’s adoption hearing  Jun 20-21, 2018; Sacramento  

Background 

FGC annually considers the recommendations of DFW in establishing upland game bird 
regulations. Section 300 provides definitions, hunting zone descriptions, season opening and 
closing dates, and daily bag and possession limits for resident and migratory upland game 
birds. 

For the 2018-2019 season, DFW is presenting a recommendation solely for sage grouse 
permits based on the spring 2018 lek counts. A lek is a communal area in which two or more 
male greater sage grouse perform courtship displays to mate with females. DFW performs 
multiple counts of all known leks in California, including leks within hunt zones and in non-
hunted areas. The lek counts are used to estimate population size, and a population model 
expands the count of males to predict the fall population. 

Both the low and high fall population projections for 2018 are considered conservative. The 
number of permits proposed will not exceed 5% of the projected fall population size, which is 
among the most conservative scientific recommendations for allowable harvest. In addition to 
population size, population trajectory is considered in DFWs recommendation, and no permits 
will be recommended for populations that are in decline and below the long-term average for a 
hunt zone. 

DFW has not recommended issuing permits in either of the Lassen hunt zones since 2012, the 
South Mono Hunt Zone since 2014, or the North Mono Hunt Zone in 2017, because of 
concerns about downward population trajectories, and to allow these populations time to 
recover from the effects of wildfire and drought. The conservative approach to estimating 
spring populations and projecting fall populations is designed to avoid any errors that could 
lead to an overestimation of the population size. The low population projection, assuming no 
reproduction, is not a likely scenario except for the most extreme possible conditions.    

The number of permits ultimately recommended for each hunt zone are based on three 
criteria: 

1. Size and trend of the spring breeding population in each hunt zone based on lek 
counts conducted in Mar and Apr 2018.   

2. The allowable harvest level will not exceed 5% of the predicted fall population. 
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3. If the allowable harvest in any zone is five or fewer permits, no permits will be
recommended for that zone.

Proposed Regulation 

Based on the results of spring lek counts and population projections for the fall of 2018, DFW 
is recommending no change to current regulations, maintaining that zero permits be issued for 
all four of the sage grouse hunting zones in the 2018-2019 season. 

DFW’s recommendation proposes a no change alternative and, if adopted by FGC, would 
result in a decision not to proceed. Additionally, if the recommendation is accepted, no action 
would be required pursuant to CEQA. CEQA does not apply to projects that a public agency 
rejects or disapproves pursuant to California Public Resources Code subdivision 21080(b)(5). 

Significant Public Comments 

No comments have been received since the opening of the comment period on Feb 20, 2018. 

Recommendation 

FGC staff:  Do not proceed with the noticed amendment consistent with DFW’s 
recommendation.  

DFW:  No change to the current regulations, which would maintain that zero permits be issued 
for any of the sage grouse hunting zones in 2018-2019 season.   

Exhibits 

1. Pre-adoption statement of reasons, received Jun 8, 2018

Motion/Direction  

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission not proceed with 
the noticed amendment to subsection 300(a)(1)(D)4. regarding upland (resident) game bird 
(sage grouse) regulations for the 2018-19 season. The Commission further authorizes staff to 
file a notice of this decision with the Office of Administrative Law. 
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