
  

 

Figure 1: GRA 4 Environmental Sensitive Sites + Operational Divisions Overview 
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9812 Mendocino County (GRA 4)  

Mendocino County GRA 4 extends from the Humboldt County border approximately three miles 
south of Shelter Cove for 90 miles to the Sonoma County border at the Gualala River. There 
are 33 Environmental Sensitive Sites in Mendocino County. The Mendocino County shoreline is 
variable including a mix of nearshore and offshore rocks, exposed rocky shore and headlands, 
wave-cut platforms, fine to medium-grained sand beaches, coarse-grained sand beaches, 
mixed sand and gravel beaches, and gravel beaches and much of it is rugged and inaccessible. 
There are also several large coastal estuaries with salt- and brackish-water marshes and 
vegetated low banks including the Big, Navarro and Noyo River estuaries. Fort Bragg’s Noyo 
Harbor has been modified and includes riprap and sheltered, solid man-made structures. Many 
sites in GRA 2 are very remote and have no onsite response strategies but this does not 
preclude their environmental sensitivity and inclusion in ACP 1 
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9812.1 Geographic Response Strategies for Environmental Sensitive Sites 
 
9812.1.1 GRA 4 Site Index 

 

Site #  Site Name 
Page 

# 
1-400 Morgan Rock 5 
1-402 Seal Rocks 8 
1-404 Jackass Creek 11 
1-406 Little Jackass Creek 14 
1-408 Usal Creek 17 
1-410 Shoreline Rock 20 
1-412 Soldier Frank Point 23 
1-414 Rockport Bay and Cottaneva Creek 26 
1-416 Hardy Creek 29 
1-430 Ten Mile River 32 
1-432 Inglenook Creek and Sandhill Lake Creek 35 
1-440 Pudding Creek 38 
1-442 Soldier Point 41 
1-444 Noyo Harbor Entrance and Dolphin Cove 44 
1-448 South Fort Bragg 47 
1-452 Caspar Point 50 
1-454 Caspar Creek and Doyle Creek 53 
1-456 Pt Cabrillo to Russian Gulch 58 
1-458 Mendocino Headlands State Park 61 
1-460 Big River 64 
1-462 Mendocino Bay 67 
1-464 Van Damme State Park and Little River 70 
1-466 Dark Gulch 74 
1-468 Albion River 77 
1-470 Salmon Point and Big Salmon Creek 81 
1-472 Navarro River State Park 84 
1-474 Greenwood Creek to Cuffey's Cove 87 
1-476 Bonee Gulch 90 
1-478 Elk Creek 93 
1-480 Irish Gulch 97 
1-482 Alder Creek 100 
1-484 Garcia River and Manchester State Beach 103 
1-486 Point Arena 108 
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1-454- 1-454-Site Diagram - Caspar Creek and Doyle Creek AA
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A summary of the response resources is listed by site and sub-strategy next.

9812.2 Response Summary Tables
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Summary of ACP 1 GRA 4 Response Resources by Site and Sub-Strategy

Site Name
Sub- PREVENTION OBJECTIVE OR CONDITION FOR DEPLOYMENT

Equipment Sub-Type Size/Unit QTY/Unit

Strategy

Site

1-400 Morgan Rock
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-402 Seal Rocks
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-404 Jackass Creek
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-406 Little Jackass Creek
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-408 Usal Creek
.1  -  Assess on-site conditions before responding to this remote location.

2  Staff

1  helicopter

1-410 Shoreline Rock
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-412 Soldier Frank Point
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-414 Rockport Bay and Cottaneva Creek
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-416 Hardy Creek
.1  -  Fly over or visit site to determine if any response is needed

1  helicopter

1-430 Ten Mile River
.1  -  Boom oil to prevent spread on an incoming tide, and strand oil for easy collection on the south side of the estuary.

 600 feetHarborBoom

2  Skiffboat

10  Staff to DeployStaff

2  Staff to TendStaff

 600 feetSorbentBoom

6 25 lbDanforthAnchor

.2  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    

1  Staff to DeployStaff

1-432 Inglenook Creek and Sandhill Lake Creek
.1  -  General response: clean up after the beach has been oiled.

  

1-440 Pudding Creek
.1  -  Boom and strand oil for collection near the parking lot and access road

1  Skiffboat

3 25 lbDanforthAnchor

 300 ftHarborBoom

5  Staff to DeployStaff

1-442 Soldier Point
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    
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Site Name
Sub- PREVENTION OBJECTIVE OR CONDITION FOR DEPLOYMENT

Equipment Sub-Type Size/Unit QTY/Unit

Strategy

Site

1-444 Noyo Harbor Entrance and Dolphin Cove
.1  -  Collect oil on an incoming tide to prevent spread into the inner harbor

 1200 feetSorbentBoom

 1200 feetHarborBoom

12 25 lbDanforthAnchor

1  Skiffboat

1  For deploying skimmer or bargeCrane

10  Staff to DeployStaff

4  Staff to TendStaff

1  SPS/SFSskimmer

1-448 South Fort Bragg
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-452 Caspar Point
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-454 Caspar Creek and Doyle Creek
.1  -  Exclusion boom Caspar Creek to prevent oil from moving upstream on an incoming tide.

8  Staff to DeployStaff

6 25 lbDanforthAnchor

 300 feetHarborBoom

  

.2  -  Exclusion boom Doyle Creek to prevent oil from moving upstream on an incoming tide.

 200 feetHarborBoom

4 25 lbDanforthAnchor

8  Staff to DeployStaff

.3  -  Install a filter fence in Doyle Creek to prevent oil from moving upstream on an incoming tide.

2  Staff to TendStaff

8  Staff to DeployStaff

  Line & Stakes

 200 feetPom-pomOther Boom

.4  -  Dam Doyle Creek to prevent oil from moving upstream on an incoming tide.

8  Staff to Deploystaff

  Sandbags

1  Front LoaderHeavy Equipment

2  Staff to TendStaff

1-456 Pt Cabrillo to Russian Gulch
.1  -  Minimize oiling of Russian Gulch's tidal area

 450 feetPom-pomOther Boom

5  Staff to DeployStaff

  Stakes & Line

1-458 Mendocino Headlands State Park
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-460 Big River
.1  -  Divert incoming oil to the north shore for collection when oil present

10  Staff to DeployStaff

2  Skiffboat

10 25 lbDanforthAnchor

 2000 feetSorbentBoom

 1000 feetHarborBoom

1-462 Mendocino Bay
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    
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Site Name
Sub- PREVENTION OBJECTIVE OR CONDITION FOR DEPLOYMENT

Equipment Sub-Type Size/Unit QTY/Unit

Strategy

Site

1-464 Van Damme State Park and Little River
.1  -  Minimize impacts to shoreline in impractical response locations.

  

.2  -  Low freshwater flow exclusion strategy.

3  Staff to DeployStaff

 100 feetOil Snare (pom-pom)Other Boom

 100 feetHarborBoom

4 25 lbDanforthAnchor

1-466 Dark Gulch
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-468 Albion River
.1  -  Diversionary boom. Deflect oil away from sensitive habitat.

12 25 lbDanforthAnchor

 300 feetHarborBoom

 300 feetSorbentBoom

1  Skiffboat

5  Staff to DeployStaff

.2  -  Minimize impacts to shoreline in impractical response locations, or when site conditions preclude mechanical recovery.

  

1-470 Salmon Point and Big Salmon Creek
.1  -  Erect Filter Fence                                               

 200 feetPom-pomOther Boom

1  skimmer

  fence material

3  Staff

1-472 Navarro River State Park
.1  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    

  

.2  -  Boom Navarro River estuary to exclude oil spread on incoming tides

 1000 feetHarborBoom

12 25 lbDanforthAnchor

2  Skiffboat

8  Staff to DeployStaff

1-474 Greenwood Creek to Cuffey's Cove
.1  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    

  

.2  -  Assess site conditions for response needs.

  

1-476 Bonee Gulch
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

1-478 Elk Creek
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    

  

.2  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    

  

.3  -  Low freshwater flow strategy for Elk Creek protection when the estuary mouth is open.

  Stakes, shovels, haybales

8  Staff to DeployStaff

2  Staff to TendStaff

  Bulldozer or Loader

1-480 Irish Gulch
.1  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    
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Site Name
Sub- PREVENTION OBJECTIVE OR CONDITION FOR DEPLOYMENT

Equipment Sub-Type Size/Unit QTY/Unit

Strategy

Site

1-482 Alder Creek
.1  -  Shoreline Pre-Clean: Resource Specialist Supervision Required    

  

.2  -  Boom across the mouth of the Alder Creek to prevent oil from spreading into the small estuary

 300 feetSwampBoom

5  Staff to DeployStaff

1-484 Garcia River and Manchester State Beach
.1  -  Pre-clean debris before oil arrives.

  Staff to DeployStaff

100  trash bags & rakes

.2  -  Prevent oiling of Davis Lake, Brush Creek and Lagoon Lake wetlands when high surf could push oil over the beachface.

  

.3  -  Boom from the rock face to beach oil on the back side of the sand spit. Deployment may be possible during medium freshwater outflows when ocean wave 
action is low or moderate.

1  Skiffboat

5  Staff to Tendstaff

5  Staff to DeployStaff

3 25 lbDanforthAnchor

 600 feetHarborBoom

.4  -  Suck oil off the beach when large enough quantities are available for recovery using a vacuum truck.

1  Vac truck

 400+ feetHose

2  Staff to DeployStaff

1-486 Point Arena
.1  -  No Onsite Options: Consider Offshore Containment/Recovery/ART    
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Refer to Section 9804 for more information.
A summary of Human Health and Safety Sites and Economic Resources is listed by GRA. 

9812.3 Lists of Economic Resources Susceptible to Oiling
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