Item No. 3
WORKGROUP STAFF SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2017
3.

DEPREDATION

Today’s Item

Information ☒

Decision ☐

(A) Receive an informational presentation by DFW on statutes and regulations related to
depredation.
(B) Discuss potential changes to depredation-related regulations to propose for revision.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)
Background
In Nov 2016, the Workgroup discussed possible approaches to evaluating predator-related
regulations and decided to initially focus on major discussion topics rather than specific
regulations; the Workgroup selected depredation and recreational take as the first two topics to
address. The Workgroup also requested DFW provide background information on the topics to
help inform discussions.
Today, DFW will present an overview of California laws and regulations that relate to
depredation of wildlife resources in California. A summary of the relevant statutes and
regulations are provided in Exhibit 1. Following the presentation, the Workgroup will discuss
issues of concern related to depredation and potential recommended changes to regulations.
Significant Public Comments (N/A)
Recommendation
Provide direction to staff on next steps.
Exhibits
1.

DFW summary of California laws and regulations regarding depredation, dated Jan
2017

Workgroup Decision/Recommendation (N/A)

Author: Erin Chappell
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California Laws and Regulations Regarding Depredation
of Bird and Mammal Wildlife* Resources:

*Division 2, Chapter 8, Article 1, Fish and Game Code §1800: As used in this chapter “Wildlife” means birds,
mammals, and reptiles not raised in captivity.
Relevant Fish and Game Code Sections:
Division 2. Department of Fish and Game
Chapter 8. Conservation of Wildlife Resources
Article 2. Policy
FGC§1800 “Wildlife”
FGC§1801. Declaration of Policy: FGC§1801(g)
Division 4. Birds and Mammals
Part 1. Provisions Generally Applicable to Both
Article 1. Methods of Taking
FGC§3003.1. Use of body-gripping trap
FGC§3003.5. Pursue, Drive, or Herd Any Bird or Mammal with Motorized Vehicle; Exceptions
Part 2. Birds
Chapter 1. General Provisions
FGC§3500. Resident and migratory game birds enumerated; “Game birds”
Chapter 3. Nongame Birds
FGC§3801. Taking of specified birds
FGC§3801.5. Permitted taking of birds injuring growing crops
FGC§3803. Taking by department of birds preying upon game
Part 3. Mammals
Chapter 1. Game Mammals
FGC§3950. Game mammals enumerated
FGC§3960.2. Use of dogs to pursue bears or bobcats pursuant to depredation permit;
Conditions; Holder of depredation permit
FGC§3960.6. Pursuit of Bears or Bobcats by Dogs Guarding or Protecting Livestock or Crops;
Limitations
Chapter 2. Fur Bearing Mammals
Article 1. Trapping Provisions
FGC§4000. Fur-bearing mammals enumerated
FGC§4002. Methods for taking fur-bearing Mammals
FGC§4003. Use of Poison to Take – Permit Required
FGC§4004. Prohibited traps; Required signs when conibear trap set; Prohibited methods
of killing trapped mammals
FGC§4005. Take with Traps or Sell Raw Furs; License Required
Chapter 3. Nongame Mammals and Depredators
Article 1. Nongame Mammals
FGC§4150. Definitions; Restricted taking or possessing
FGC§4152. Permitted taking of nongame mammals injuring crops or other property;
Exemption from requirements of license or permit
FGC§4153. Power of department; Cooperative agreements; Taking of predatory
mammal
Article 2. Depredators
FGC§4180. Taking of fur-bearing mammals injuring property
FGC§4180.1 Unlawful removal or killing in den of immature depredator mammal
FGC§4181. Permit to kill animals damaging or destroying land or property; Sale or
shipment of animals; Traps; Permit for taking bears; Information on options for wild pig
control; Procedures regarding elk
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FGC§4181.1. Taking of bear or wild pig inflicting injury to livestock; Conditions; Permit
FGC§4181.2. “Damage”; Guidelines for determining damage caused by wild pigs
FGC§4181.5. Revocable permit for taking of deer damaging property; Permitted type of
weapons to be used
FGC§4185. Taking bears in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties within fence
surrounding beehives; Signs
FGC§4186. Taking of cottontail or brush rabbits by landowner or tenant; Transportation
and sale
FGC§4188. Option for allowing licensed hunters to take wild pigs, wild turkeys or deer
damaging or threatening to damage property
FGC§4190. Identification of relocated depredatory animals
Chapter 8. Fully Protected Mammals
FGC§4700. Enumeration of fully protected mammals; Prohibition against taking; Power to
authorize collecting for scientific research
Chapter 9. Bear
FGC§4763. Application of chapter to taking of bear to protect livestock or property from
damage.
Chapter 10. Mountain Lions
FGC§4801. Removal or taking of mountain lion perceived to be threat to public health or safety
FGC§4801.5. Protection of mountain lions
FGC§4802. Report of injury to property or livestock
FGC§4803. Confirmation of report
FGC§4804. Issuance of permits; Conditions
FGC§4805. Authorization for pursuit after and taking of depredation mountain lion
FGC§4806. Report of capture, injuring, or killing of mountain lion
FGC§4807. Immediate taking of mountain lion encountered while injuring or killing livestock or
domestic animals; Report
FGC§4808. “Agent”
FGC§4809. Manner of taking
Relevant California Code of Regulations Sections:
Title 14. Natural Resources
Division 1. Fish and Game Commission-Department of Fish and Game
Subdivision 2. Game, Furbearers, Nongame, and Depredators
Chapter 4. Depredation
T14CCR§400. Deer Depredation Hunts
T14CCR§401. Issuance of Permit to Take Animals Causing Damage
T14CCR§402. Issuance of Permits to Kill Mountain Lion Causing Damage
Chapter 5. Furbearing Mammals
T14CCR§465. Methods for Taking Furbearers
T14CCR§465.5. Use of Traps
Chapter 6. Nongame Animals
T14CCR§472. General Provisions
T14CCR§475. Methods of Take for Nongame Birds and Nongame Mammals
Chapter 7. Migratory Game Birds
T14CCR§503. Crop Damage and Nuisance Canada Geese.
Subdivision 3. General Regulations
Chapter 1. Collecting Permits
T14CCR§656 Permits to Take Beaver or Bear in a Refuge.
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*Division 2, Chapter 8, Article 1, Fish and Game Code §1800: As used in this chapter “Wildlife” means birds,
mammals, and reptiles not raised in captivity.
Relevant Fish and Game Code Sections:
Division 2. Department of Fish and Game
Chapter 8. Conservation of Wildlife Resources
Article 2. Policy
FGC§1800 “Wildlife”
As used in this chapter “wildlife” means birds, mammals, and reptiles not raised in captivity.
FGC§1801. Declaration of Policy: FGC§1801(g)
To alleviate economic losses or public health or safety problems caused by wildlife to the people
of the state either individually or collectively. Such resolution shall be in a manner designed to
bring the problem within tolerable limits consistent with economic and public health
considerations and the objectives stated in subdivisions (a), (b) and (c).
Division 4. Birds and Mammals
Part 1. Provisions Generally Applicable to Both
Article 1. Methods of Taking
FGC§3003.1. Use of body-gripping trap
(a) It is unlawful for any person to trap for the purposes of recreation or commerce in fur any
fur-bearing mammal or nongame mammal with any body-gripping trap. A body-gripping trap is
one that grips the mammal’s body or body part, including, but not limited to, steel-jawed
leghold traps, padded-jaw leghold traps, conibear traps, and snares. Cage and box traps, nets,
suitcase-type live beaver traps, and common rat and mouse traps shall not be considered bodygripping traps.
(b) It is unlawful for any person to buy, sell, barter, or otherwise exchange for profit, or to offer
to buy, sell, barter, or otherwise exchange for profit, the raw fur, as defined by Section 4005, of
any fur-bearing mammal or nongame mammal that was trapped in this state, with a bodygripping trap as described in subdivision (a).
(c) It is unlawful for any person, including an employee of the federal, state, county, or
municipal government, to use or authorize the use of any steel-jawed leghold trap, padded or
otherwise, to capture any game mammal, fur-bearing mammal, nongame mammal, protected
mammal, or any dog or cat. The prohibition in this subdivision does not apply to federal, state,
county, or municipal government employees or their duly authorized agents in the extraordinary
case where the otherwise prohibited padded-jaw leghold trap is the only method available to
protect human health or safety.
(d) For purposes of this section, fur-bearing mammals, game mammals, nongame mammals, and
protected mammals are those mammals so defined by statute on January 1, 1997.
FGC§3003.5. Pursue, Drive, or Herd Any Bird or Mammal with Motorized Vehicle; Exceptions
It is unlawful to pursue, drive, or herd any bird or mammal with any motorized water, land, or
air vehicle, including, but not limited to, a motor vehicle, airplane, powerboat, or snowmobile,
except in any of the following circumstances:
(a) On private property by the landowner or tenant thereof to haze birds or mammals for the
purpose of preventing damage by that wildlife to private property.
(b) Pursuant to a permit from the department issued under regulations as the commission may
prescribe.
(c) In the pursuit of agriculture.
Part 2. Birds
Chapter 1. General Provisions
Prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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FGC§3500. Resident and migratory game birds enumerated; “Game birds”
(a) Resident game birds are as follows:
(1) Doves of the genus Streptopelia, including, but not limited to, spotted doves, ringed
turtledoves, and Eurasian collared-doves.
(2) California quail and varieties thereof.
(3) Gambel's or desert quail.
(4) Mountain quail and varieties thereof.
(5) Sooty or blue grouse and varieties thereof.
(6) Ruffed grouse.
(7) Sage hens or sage grouse.
(8) Hungarian partridges.
(9) Red-legged partridges including the chukar and other varieties.
(10) Ring-necked pheasants and varieties thereof.
(11) Wild turkeys of the order Galliformes.
(b) Migratory game birds are as follows:
(1) Ducks and geese.
(2) Coots and gallinules.
(3) Jacksnipe.
(4) Western mourning doves.
(5) White-winged doves.
(6) Band-tailed pigeons.
(c) References in this code to “game birds” means both resident game birds and migratory
game birds.
Chapter 3. Nongame Birds
FGC§3801. Taking of specified birds
Notwithstanding Section 3007 or any other provision of this code or regulations made pursuant
thereto requiring the possession of a hunting license, a landowner or lessee or agent of either in
immediate possession of written authority from the landowner or lessee, shall not be required
to obtain a hunting license or a depredation permit to take the following nongame birds on land
owned or leased by the landowner or lessee. Hunters otherwise taking the following nongame
birds shall be licensed pursuant to Section 3007. The following nongame birds taken in
compliance with this section may be taken and possessed by any person at any time, except as
provided in Section 3000:
(a) English sparrows (Passer domesticus).
(b) Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris).
FGC§3801.5. Permitted taking of birds injuring growing crops
Nongame birds not covered by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act which are found to be injuring
growing crops or property may be taken by the owner or tenant of the premises. They may
also be so taken by officers or employees of the Department of Food and Agriculture or by
federal or county officers or employees when acting in their official capacities pursuant to the
provisions of the Food and Agricultural Code pertaining to pests, or pursuant to Article 6
(commencing with Section 6021) of Chapter 9 of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Food and Agricultural
Code.
Landowners and tenants taking birds in accordance with this section are exempt from Section
3007.
FGC§3803. Taking by department of birds preying upon game
The department may take any individual bird, or birds of any species, that, in its opinion, are
unduly preying upon any species of bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian, or fish.
Part 3. Mammals
Chapter 1. Game Mammals
FGC§3950. Game mammals enumerated
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(a) Game mammals are: deer (genus Odocoileus), elk (genus Cervus), prong-horned antelope
(genus Antilocapra), wild pigs, including feral pigs and European wild boars (genus Sus), black
and brown or cinnamon bears (genus Euarctos), mountain lions (genus Felis), jackrabbits and
varying hares (genus Lepus), cottontails, brush rabbits, pigmy rabbits (genus Sylvilagus), and tree
squirrels (genus Sciurus and Tamiasciurus).
(b) Nelson bighorn sheep (subspecies Ovis canadensis nelsoni) are game mammals only for the
purposes of sport hunting described in subdivision (b) of Section 4902.
FGC§3960.2. Use of dogs to pursue bears or bobcats pursuant to depredation permit;
Conditions; Holder of depredation permit
(a) As used in this section, the terms “bear” and “pursue” have the same meanings as defined in
Section 3960.
(b) Notwithstanding Section 3960, not more than three dogs may be used to pursue bears or
bobcats pursuant to a depredation permit issued by the department, if all of the following
conditions are met:
(1) The applicant demonstrates, in writing, that nonlethal and avoidance measures were
undertaken prior to requesting the depredation permit.
(2) The applicant demonstrates, in writing, the specific need for the use of dogs in carrying out
the depredation permit.
(3) The depredation permit authorizing the use of dogs is valid for the take of one bear or one
bobcat.
(4) The depredation permit authorizing the use of dogs is valid for a period not to exceed 20
consecutive days.
(5) The depredation permit specifies the name and address of any dog handler who will be
utilized in the pursuit or taking.
(6) The dog handler has the depredation permit in his or her possession at all times during the
pursuit or taking.
(7) The dog handler does not pursue a bear or bobcat more than one mile off the property on
which the depredation activity occurred.
(c) After any taking of a bear, the applicant is required to submit the skull to the department as
described in the department’s Black Bear Management Plan. No part of any bear taken pursuant
to a depredation permit may be sold, purchased, or possessed for sale, as described in Section
4758.
(d) No holder of a depredation permit may solicit or receive compensation from any person in
exchange for carrying out the terms of the permit. For these purposes, “compensation” means
remuneration paid in money, property, or anything else of value.
(e) The holder of a depredation permit, within 30 days of its issuance, shall report to the
department detailing the use of the permit and the results of any pursuits, including information
about bear or bobcat pursued and whether the bear or bobcat was or was not harmed, but not
killed.
FGC§3960.6. Pursuit of Bears or Bobcats by Dogs Guarding or Protecting Livestock or Crops;
Limitations
(a) As used in this section, the terms “bear” and “pursue” have the same meanings as defined in
Section 3960.
(b) Notwithstanding Section 3960, the pursuit of bears or bobcats by dogs that are guarding or
protecting livestock or crops on property owned, leased, or rented by the owner of the dogs, is
not prohibited if the dogs are maintained with, and remain in reasonable proximity to, the
livestock or crops being guarded or protected.
Chapter 2. Fur Bearing Mammals
Article 1. Trapping Provisions
FGC§4000. Fur-bearing mammals enumerated
The following are fur-bearing mammals: pine marten, fisher, mink, river otter, gray fox,
red fox, kit fox, raccoon, beaver, badger, and muskrat.
Prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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FGC§4002. Methods for taking fur-bearing Mammals
Fur-bearing mammals may be taken only with a trap, a firearm, bow and arrow, poison
under a proper permit, or with the use of dogs.
FGC§4003. Use of Poison to Take – Permit Required
It is unlawful to use poison to take fur-bearing mammals without a permit from the
department. The department may issue such a permit upon a written application
indicating the kind of poison desired to be used and the time and place of use.
FGC§4004. Prohibited traps; Required signs when conibear trap set; Prohibited
methods of killing trapped mammals
It is unlawful to do any of the following:
(a) Use a steel-jawed leghold trap, or use any trap with saw-toothed or spiked jaws.
(b) Use a body-gripping trap, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 3003.1, for the
purpose of recreation or commerce in fur.
(c) Set or maintain traps that do not bear a number or other identifying mark registered
to the department or, in the case of a federal, state, county, or city agency, bear the
name of that agency, except that traps set pursuant to Section 4152 or 4180 shall bear
an identifying mark in a manner specified by the department. No registration fee shall
be charged pursuant to this subdivision.
(d) Fail to visit and remove all animals from traps at least once daily. If the trapping is
done pursuant to Section 4152 or 4180, the inspection and removal shall be done by the
person who sets the trap or the owner of the land where the trap is set or an agent of
either.
(e) Use a conibear trap that is larger than 6 inches by 6 inches, unless partially or wholly
submerged in water. Unless prohibited by the department as a permit condition, a
lawfully set conibear trap that is 10 inches by 10 inches or less may be set pursuant to
subdivision (g) of Section 465.5 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
(f) When any conibear trap is set on publicly owned land or land expressly open to
public use, fail to post signs at every entrance and exit to the property indicating the
presence of conibear traps and at least four additional signs posted within a radius of 50
feet of the trap, one in each cardinal direction, with lettering that is a minimum of three
inches high stating: “Danger! Traps Set For Wildlife. Keep Out.” Signs shall be
maintained and checked daily.
(g) Kill any trapped mammal in accordance with this section by intentional drowning,
injection with any chemical not sold for the purpose of euthanizing animals, or thoracic
compression, commonly known as chest crushing. This subdivision shall not be
construed to prohibit the use of lawfully set conibear traps set partially or wholly
submerged in water for beaver or muskrat or the use of lawfully set colony traps set in
water for muskrat.
FGC§4005. Take with Traps or Sell Raw Furs; License Required
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every person, other than a fur dealer,
who traps fur-bearing mammals or nongame mammals, designated by the commission
or who sells raw furs of those mammals, shall procure a trapping license. “Raw fur”
means any fur, pelt, or skin that has not been tanned or cured, except that salt-cured or
sun-cured pelts are raw furs.
(b) The department shall develop standards that are necessary to ensure the
competence and proficiency of applicants for a trapping license. No person shall be
issued a license until he or she has passed a test of his or her knowledge and skill in this
field.
(c) Persons trapping mammals in accordance with Section 4152 or 4180 are not
required to procure a trapping license except when providing trapping services for
profit.
(d) No raw furs taken by persons providing trapping services for profit may be sold.
Prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife

6

Predator Policy Workgroup Exhibit 3.1

February 2017

(e) The license requirement imposed by this section does not apply to any of the
following:
(1) Officers or employees of federal, county, or city agencies or the department, when
acting in their official capacities, or officers or employees of the Department of Food
and Agriculture when acting pursuant to the Food and Agricultural Code pertaining to
pests or pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 6021) of Chapter 9 of Part 1 of
Division 4 of the Food and Agricultural Code.
(2) Structural pest control operators licensed pursuant to Chapter 14 (commencing with
Section 8500) of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code, when trapping rats,
mice, voles, moles, or gophers.
(3) Persons and businesses licensed or certified by the Department of Pesticide
Regulation pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 11701) and Chapter 8
(commencing with Section 12201) of Division 6 of, and Chapter 3.6, (commencing with
Section 14151) of Division 7 of, the Food and Agricultural Code, when trapping rats,
mice, voles, moles, or gophers.
(f) Except for species that are listed pursuant to Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section
2050) of Division 3 or Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4700), nothing in this code
or regulations adopted pursuant thereto shall prevent or prohibit a person from
trapping any of the following animals:
(1) Gophers.
(2) House mice.
(3) Moles.
(4) Rats.
(5) Voles.
Chapter 3. Nongame Mammals and Depredators
Article 1. Nongame Mammals
FGC§4150. Definitions; Restricted taking or possessing
A mammal occurring naturally in California that is not a game mammal, fully protected
mammal, or fur-bearing mammal is a nongame mammal. A nongame mammal may not
be taken or possessed except as provided in this code or in accordance with regulations
adopted by the commission.
FGC§4152. Permitted taking of nongame mammals injuring crops or other property;
Exemption from requirements of license or permit
(a) Except as provided in Section 4005, nongame mammals and black-tailed jackrabbits,
muskrats, subspecies of red fox that are not the native Sierra Nevada red fox (Vulpes
vulpes necator), and red fox squirrels that are found to be injuring growing crops or
other property may be taken at any time or in any manner in accordance with this code
and regulations adopted pursuant to this code by the owner or tenant of the premises
or employees and agents in immediate possession of written permission from the
owner or tenant thereof. They may also be taken by officers or employees of the
Department of Food and Agriculture or by federal, county, or city officers or employees
when acting in their official capacities pursuant to the Food and Agricultural Code
pertaining to pests, or pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 6021) of Chapter
9 of Part 1 of Division 4 of the Food and Agricultural Code. Persons taking mammals in
accordance with this section are exempt from Section 3007, except when providing
trapping services for a fee. Raw furs, as defined in Section 4005, that are taken under
this section, shall not be sold.
(b) Traps used pursuant to this section shall be inspected and all animals in the traps
shall be removed at least once daily. The inspection and removal shall be done by the
person who sets the trap or the owner of the land where the trap is set or an agent of
either.
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FGC§4153. Power of department; Cooperative agreements; Taking of predatory
mammal
The department may enter into cooperative agreements with any agency of the state or
the United States for the purpose of controlling harmful nongame mammals.
The department may take any mammal which, in its opinion, is unduly preying upon any
bird, mammal, or fish.
Article 2. Depredators
FGC§4180. Taking of fur-bearing mammals injuring property
(a)Except as provided for in Section 4005, fur-bearing mammals that are injuring
property may be taken at any time and in any manner in accordance with this code or
regulations made pursuant to this code. Raw furs, as defined in Section 4005, that are
taken under this section, shall not be sold.
(b)Traps used pursuant to this section shall be inspected and all animals in the traps
shall be removed at least once daily. The inspection and removal shall be done by the
person who sets the trap or the owner of the land where the trap is set or an agent of
either.
FGC§4180.1 Unlawful removal or killing in den of immature depredator mammal
It is unlawful to use snares, hooks, or barbed wire to remove from the den, or fire to kill
in the den, any immature depredator mammal.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit the use of fire-ignited gas cartridges or other
products registered or permitted under the Federal Insecticide, Rodenticide, and
Fungicide Act (7 U.S.C. 135 et seq.)
FGC§4181. Permit to kill animals damaging or destroying land or property; Sale or
shipment of animals; Traps; Permit for taking bears; Information on options for wild
pig control; Procedures regarding elk
a) Except as provided in Section 4181.1, any owner or tenant of land or property that is
being damaged or destroyed or is in danger of being damaged or destroyed by elk, bear,
beaver, wild pig, wild turkeys, or gray squirrels, may apply to the department for a
permit to kill the animals. Subject to the limitations in subdivisions (b) and (d), the
department, upon satisfactory evidence of the damage or destruction, actual or
immediately threatened, shall issue a revocable permit for the taking and disposition of
the animals under regulations adopted by the commission. The permit shall include a
statement of the penalties that may be imposed for a violation of the permit conditions.
Animals so taken shall not be sold or shipped from the premises on which they are
taken except under instructions from the department. No iron-jawed or steel-jawed or
any type of metal-jawed trap shall be used to take any bear pursuant to this section.
No poison of any type may be used to take any gray squirrel or wild turkey pursuant to
this section. The department shall designate the type of trap to be used to ensure the
most humane method is used to trap gray squirrels. The department may require
trapped squirrels to be released in parks or other nonagricultural areas. It is unlawful
for any person to violate the terms of any permit issued under this section.
(b) The permit issued for taking bears pursuant to subdivision (a) shall contain the
following facts:
(1) Why the issuance of the permit was necessary.
(2) What efforts were made to solve the problem without killing the bears.
(3) What corrective actions should be implemented to prevent reoccurrence.
(c) With respect to wild pigs, the department shall provide an applicant for a
depredation permit to take wild pigs or a person who reports taking wild pigs pursuant
to subdivision (b) of Section 4181.1 with written information that sets forth available
options for wild pig control, including, but not limited to, depredation permits, allowing
periodic access to licensed hunters, and holding special hunts authorized pursuant to
Section 4188. The department may maintain and make available to these persons lists
Prepared by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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of licensed hunters interested in wild pig hunting and lists of nonprofit organizations
that are available to take possession of depredating wild pig carcasses.
(d) With respect to elk, the following procedures shall apply:
(1) Prior to issuing a depredation permit pursuant to subdivision (a), the department
shall do all of the following:
(A) Verify the actual or immediately threatened damage or destruction.
(B) Provide a written summary of corrective measures necessary to immediately
alleviate the problem.
(C) Determine the viability of the local herd, and determine the minimum population
level needed to maintain the herd.
(D) Ensure the permit will not reduce the local herd below the minimum.
(E) Work with affected landowners to develop measures to achieve long-term
resolution, while maintaining viability of the herd.
(2) After completing the statewide elk management plan pursuant to Section 3952, the
department shall use the information and methods contained in the plan to meet the
requirements of subparagraphs (C), (D), and (E) of paragraph (1).
FGC§4181.1. Taking of bear or wild pig inflicting injury to livestock; Conditions; Permit
(a) Any bear that is encountered while in the act of inflicting injury to, molesting, or
killing, livestock may be taken immediately by the owner of the livestock or the owner's
employee if the taking is reported no later than the next working day to the department
and the carcass is made available to the department.
(b) Notwithstanding Section 4652, any wild pig that is encountered while in the act of
inflicting injury to, molesting, pursuing, worrying, or killing livestock or damaging or
destroying, or threatening to immediately damage or destroy, land or other property,
including, but not limited to, rare, threatened, or endangered native plants, wildlife, or
aquatic species, may be taken immediately by the owner of the livestock, land, or
property or the owner's agent or employee, or by an agent or employee of any federal,
state, county, or city entity when acting in his or her official capacity. The person taking
the wild pig shall report the taking no later than the next working day to the department
and shall make the carcass available to the department. Unless otherwise directed by
the department and notwithstanding Section 4657, the person taking a wild pig
pursuant to this subdivision, or to whom the carcass of a wild pig taken pursuant to this
subdivision is transferred pursuant to subdivision (c), may possess the carcass of the
wild pig. The person in possession of the carcass shall make use of the carcass, which
may include an arrangement for the transfer of the carcass to another person or entity,
such as a nonprofit organization, without compensation. The person who arranges this
transfer shall be deemed to be in compliance with Section 4304. A violation of this
subdivision is punishable pursuant to Section 12000. It is the intent of the Legislature
that nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted to authorize a person to take wild
pigs pursuant to this subdivision in violation of a state statute or regulation or a local
zoning or other ordinance that is adopted pursuant to other provisions of law and that
restricts the discharge of firearms.
(c) The department shall make a record of each report made pursuant to subdivision (a)
or (b) and may have an employee of the department investigate the taking or cause the
taking to be investigated. The person taking a wild pig shall provide information as
deemed necessary by the department. Upon completion of the investigation, the
investigator may, upon a finding that the requirements of this section have been met
with respect to the particular bear or wild pig taken under subdivision (a) or (b), issue a
written statement to the person confirming that the requirements of this section have
been met. The person who took the wild pig may transfer the carcass to another
person without compensation.
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(d) Notwithstanding Section 4763, any part of any bear lawfully possessed pursuant to
this section is subject to Section 4758.
(e) Nothing in this section prohibits federal, state, or county trappers from killing or
trapping bears when the bears are killing or molesting livestock, but no iron-jawed or
steel-jawed or any type of metal-jawed trap shall be used to take the bear, and no
person, including employees of the state, federal, or county government, shall take bear
with iron-jawed or steel-jawed or any type of metal-jawed traps.
FGC§4181.2. “Damage”; Guidelines for determining damage caused by wild pigs
For the purposes of this article relating to damage caused by wild pigs, “damage” means
loss or harm resulting from injury to person or property. The department shall develop
statewide guidelines to aid in determining the damage caused by wild pigs. The
guidelines shall consider various uses of the land impacted by pigs.
FGC§4181.5. Revocable permit for taking of deer damaging property; Permitted type
of weapons to be used
For the purposes of this article relating to damage caused by wild pigs, “damage” means
loss or harm resulting from injury to person or property. The department shall develop
statewide guidelines to aid in determining the damage caused by wild pigs. The
guidelines shall consider various uses of the land impacted by pigs. - See more at:
http://codes.findlaw.com/ca/fish-and-g(a) Any owner or tenant of land or property that
is being damaged or destroyed or is in immediate danger of being damaged or
destroyed by deer may apply to the department for a permit to kill those deer. The
department, upon satisfactory evidence of that damage or destruction, actual or
immediately threatened, shall issue a revocable permit for the taking and disposition of
those deer for a designated period not to exceed 60 days under regulations
promulgated by the commission.
(b) The regulations of the commission shall include provisions concerning the type of
weapons to be used to kill the deer. The weapons shall be those as will ensure humane
killing, but the regulations of the commission shall provide for the use of a sufficient
variety of weapons to permit the designation of particular types to be used in any
particular locality commensurate with the need to protect persons and property.
Firearms using .22-caliber rimfire cartridges may be used only when authorized by the
director or his designee. No pistols shall be used. The caliber and type of weapon to
be used by each permittee shall be specified in each permit by the issuing officer who
shall take into consideration the location of the area, the necessity for clean kills, the
safety factor, local firearms ordinances, and other factors that apply. Rifle ammunition
used shall have expanding bullets; shotgun ammunition shall have only single slugs, or,
if authorized by the department, 0 or 00 buckshot.
(c) The department shall issue tags similar to those provided for in Section 4331 at the
same time the permit is issued. A permittee under this section shall carry the tags
while hunting deer, and upon the killing of any deer, shall immediately fill out both parts
of the tag and punch out clearly the date of the kill. One part of the tag shall be
immediately attached to the antlers of antlered deer or to the ear of any other deer and
kept attached until 10 days after the permit has expired. The other part of the tag shall
be immediately sent to the department after it has been countersigned by any person
authorized by Section 4341.
(d) A permit issued pursuant to this section may be renewed only after a finding by the
department that further damage has occurred or will occur unless that permit is
renewed. A person seeking renewal of the permit shall account for all prior tags issued
at the time he or she received any prior permits, and if any tags are unused, he or she
shall show either that any deer killed could not reasonably be tagged or why the killing
was not accomplished within the allotted time and why that killing would be
accomplished under a new time period.
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FGC§4185. Taking bears in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties within fence
surrounding beehives; Signs
In any district or part of a district within San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, bears
may be taken at any time with traps within a good and substantial fence, as such fence
is described in Section 17121 of the Food and Agricultural Code, surrounding beehives, if
no part of the fence is at a distance greater than 50 yards from a beehive, and if a
conspicuous sign is posted and maintained at each entrance to the enclosed premises to
give warning of the presence of the traps. No iron or steel-jawed or any type of metaljawed trap shall be used to take bear under this section.
FGC§4186. Taking of cottontail or brush rabbits by landowner or tenant;
Transportation and sale
Nothing in this code prohibits the owner or tenant of land, or any person authorized in
writing by that owner or tenant, from taking cottontail or brush rabbits during any time
of the year when damage to crops or forage is being experienced on that land. Any
person other than the owner or tenant of the land shall have in possession when
transporting rabbits from the property, written authority from the owner or tenant of
land where those rabbits were taken. Rabbits taken under this section shall not be
sold.
FGC§4188. Option for allowing licensed hunters to take wild pigs, wild turkeys or deer
damaging or threatening to damage property
(a) If a landowner or tenant applies for a permit under Section 4181 for wild pigs or wild
turkeys, or underSection 4181.5 for deer, the department shall notify the landowner or
tenant about available options for allowing access by licensed hunters, including, but
not limited to, access authorized pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 1570)
of Chapter 5 of Division 2 to control wild pigs, wild turkeys, and deer.
(b) The commission, in lieu of a permit as described in subdivision (a), and with the
consent of, or upon the request of, the landowner or tenant, under appropriate
regulations, may authorize the issuance of permits to persons holding valid hunting
licenses to take wild pigs, wild turkeys, or deer in sufficient numbers to stop the damage
or threatened damage. Before issuing permits to licensed hunters, the department
shall investigate and determine the number of permits necessary, the territory involved,
the dates of the proposed hunt, the manner of issuing the permits, and the fee for the
permit.
FGC§4190. Identification of relocated depredatory animals
The department shall tag, brand, or otherwise identify in a persistent and distinctive
manner any large depredatory mammal relocated by, or relocated with the approval of,
the department for game management purposes.
Chapter 8. Fully Protected Mammals
FGC§4700. Enumeration of fully protected mammals; Prohibition against taking; Power to
authorize collecting for scientific research
(a)(1) Except as provided in Section 2081.7or 2835, fully protected mammals or parts thereof
may not be taken or possessed at any time. No provision of this code or any other law shall be
construed to authorize the issuance of permits or licenses to take any fully protected mammal,
and no permits or licenses heretofore issued shall have any force or effect for that purpose.
However, the department may authorize the taking of those species for necessary scientific
research, including efforts to recover fully protected, threatened, or endangered species. Prior
to authorizing the take of any of those species, the department shall make an effort to notify all
affected and interested parties to solicit information and comments on the proposed
authorization. The notification shall be published in the California Regulatory Notice Register
and be made available to each person who has notified the department, in writing, of his or her
interest in fully protected species and who has provided an e-mail address, if available, or postal
address to the department. Affected and interested parties shall have 30 days after notification
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is published in the California Regulatory Notice Register to provide any relevant information and
comments on the proposed authorization.
(2) As used in this subdivision, “scientific research” does not include any actions taken as part of
specified mitigation for a project, as defined in Section 21065 of the Public Resources Code.
(3) Legally imported fully protected mammals or parts thereof may be possessed under a
permit issued by the department.
(b) The following are fully protected mammals:
(1) Morro Bay kangaroo rat (Dipodomys heermanni morroensis).
(2) Bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis), except Nelson bighorn sheep (subspecies Ovis canadensis
nelsoni) as provided by subdivision (b) of Section 4902.
(3) Northern elephant seal (Mirounga angustirostris).
(4) Guadalupe fur seal (Arctocephalus townsendi).
(5) Ring-tailed cat (genus Bassariscus).
(6) Pacific right whale (Eubalaena sieboldi).
(7) Salt-marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys raviventris).
(8) Southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris nereis).
(9) Wolverine (Gulo luscus).
Chapter 9. Bear
FGC§4763. Application of chapter to taking of bear to protect livestock or property from
damage.
The provisions of this chapter do not apply to the taking of bear which is otherwise authorized
to protect livestock, land, or property from damage or threatened damage from bear.
Chapter 10. Mountain Lions
FGC§4801. Removal or taking of mountain lion perceived to be threat to public health or
safety
The department may remove or take any mountain lion, or authorize an appropriate local
agency with public safety responsibility to remove or take any mountain lion, that is perceived
to be an imminent threat to public health or safety or that is perceived by the department to be
an imminent threat to the survival of any threatened, endangered, candidate, or fully protected
sheep species.
FGC§4801.5. Protection of mountain lions
(a) Unless authorized in this chapter, nonlethal procedures shall be used when removing or
taking any mountain lion that has not been designated as an imminent threat to public health or
safety.
(b) For purposes of this chapter, imminent threat to public health or safety means a situation
where a mountain lion exhibits one or more aggressive behaviors directed toward a person that
is not reasonably believed to be due to the presence of responders.
(c) For purposes of this chapter, nonlethal procedures means procedures that may include, but
are not limited to, capturing, pursuing, anesthetizing, temporarily possessing, temporarily
injuring, marking, attaching to or surgically implanting monitoring or recognition devices,
providing veterinary care, transporting, hazing, rehabilitating, releasing, or taking no action.
(d) The department may, as the department determines is necessary to protect mountain lions
or the public, authorize qualified individuals, educational institutions, governmental agencies, or
nongovernmental organizations to implement nonlethal procedures on a mountain lion in
accordance with subdivision (a).
FGC§4802. Report of injury to property or livestock
Any person, or the employee or agent of a person, whose livestock or other property is being or
has been injured, damaged, or destroyed by a mountain lion may report that fact to the
department and request a permit to take the mountain lion.
FGC§4803. Confirmation of report
Upon receipt of a report pursuant to Section 4802, the department, or any animal damage
control officer specifically authorized by the department to carry out this responsibility, shall
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immediately take the action necessary to confirm that there has been depredation by a
mountain lion as reported. The confirmation process shall be completed as quickly as possible,
but in no event more than 48 hours after receiving the report. If satisfied that there has been
depredation by a mountain lion as reported, the department shall promptly issue a permit to
take the depredating mountain lion.
FGC§4804. Issuance of permits; Conditions
In order to ensure that only the depredating mountain lion will be taken, the department shall
issue the permit pursuant to Section 4803 with the following conditions attached:
(a) The permit shall expire 10 days after issuance.
(b) The permit shall authorize the holder to begin pursuit not more than one mile from the
depredation site.
(c) The permit shall limit the pursuit of the depredating mountain lion to within a 10-mile radius
from the location of the reported damage or destruction.
FGC§4805. Authorization for pursuit after and taking of depredation mountain lion
Whenever immediate authorization will materially assist in the pursuit of the particular
mountain lion believed to be responsible for the depredation reported pursuant to Section
4802, the department or the animal damage control officer may orally authorize the pursuit and
taking of the depredating mountain lion, and the department shall issue a written permit for the
period previously authorized as soon as practicable after the oral authorization.
FGC§4806. Report of capture, injuring, or killing of mountain lion
Any person issued a permit pursuant to Section 4803 or 4805 shall report, by telephone within
24 hours, the capturing, injuring, or killing of any mountain lion to an office of the department
or, if telephoning is not practicable, in writing within five days after the capturing, injuring, or
killing of the mountain lion. At the time of making the report of the capturing, injuring, or
killing, the holder of the permit shall make arrangements to turn over the mountain lion or the
entire carcass of the mountain lion which has been recovered to a representative of the
department and shall do so in a timely manner.
FGC§4807. Immediate taking of mountain lion encountered while injuring or killing livestock
or domestic animals; Report
(a) Any mountain lion that is encountered while in the act of pursuing, inflicting injury to, or
killing livestock, or domestic animals, may be taken immediately by the owner of the property or
the owner's employee or agent. The taking shall be reported within 72 hours to the
department. The department shall investigate the depredation, and, if the mountain lion was
captured, injured, or killed, the mountain lion or the entire carcass of the mountain lion which
has been recovered shall be turned over to the department. Upon satisfactorily completing the
investigation and receiving the mountain lion or the carcass, if recovered, the department shall
issue a permit confirming that the requirements of this section have been met with respect to
the particular mountain lion taken under these circumstances.
(b) The department shall undertake a complete necropsy on any returned mountain lion
carcass and report the findings to the commission. The commission shall compile the reported
findings and prepare an annual written report that shall be submitted to the Legislature not
later than the January 15 next following the year in which the mountain lion was taken.
FGC§4808. “Agent”
As used in this chapter, “agent” means the agent or employee of the owner of the damaged or
destroyed property, any county or city predator control officer, any employee of the Animal
Damage Control Section of the United States Department of Agriculture, any departmental
personnel, or any authorized or permitted houndsman registered with the department as
possessing the requisite experience and having no prior conviction of any provision of this code
or regulation adopted pursuant to this code. A plea of nolo contendere is a conviction for
purposes of this section.
FGC§4809. Manner of taking
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Mountain lions authorized to be taken pursuant to this chapter shall be taken by the most
effective means available to take the mountain lion causing the damage or destruction, except
that no mountain lion shall be taken by means of poison, leg-hold or metal-jawed traps, and
snares.
Relevant California Code of Regulations Sections:
Title 14. Natural Resources
Division 1. Fish and Game Commission-Department of Fish and Game
Subdivision 2. Game, Furbearers, Nongame, and Depredators
Chapter 4. Depredation
T14CCR§400. Deer Depredation Hunts
(a) A deer depredation hunt shall not be allowed where the number of deer
involved numbers less than 25.
(b) Before applying for a depredation hunt the landowner or tenant shall consult
with representatives of the department to determine the existence or threat of
depredation. All applications shall be in writing, filed with the commission on
forms supplied by the department, and shall recite on their face that the
applicant grants to the holders of hunting permits free and unrestricted access
to, and the use of his lands for the purpose of said hunt.
(c) Two or more landowners, or tenants, whose lands adjoin one another may
apply jointly for a deer depredation hunt.
(d) Before a deer depredation hunt is allowed, the landowner or tenant
concerned shall sign a statement holding the Department of Fish and Game,
their agents, officers, and employees, free and harmless from all claims that
may arise from permitees shooting over said area, and from all claims on
account of any act or omission on the part of said state, department, or their
agents, officers or employees when engaged solely in the discharge of their
official duties and functions.
(e) Deer depredation hunts shall be confined to the lands owned or controlled
by the applicant.
(f) Hunting permits shall be issued on a first-come, first-served basis by
employees of the department only, at a time and place to be designated in the
order authorizing the hunt.
(g) Applicants for hunting permits shall be 16 years of age or over.
(h) Hunting permits shall be valid only for the area and the period of time
designated on the permit.
(i) Shooting time shall be one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.
(j) Permits shall not be transferable.
(k) Permittees shall check in at a designated checking station each day before
hunting and shall check out at such station each day after hunting is finished.
(l) Permit tag shall be attached to the antlers of antlered deer or to the ear of
antlerless deer immediately after killing.
(m) The commission shall designate the methods that may be used for each
hunt. In addition to regular methods of take, these may also include 12 gauge
shotguns shooting buck shot of size No. 2 or larger, and bows and arrows.
(n) Deer meat held more than 15 days after close of the hunt shall be stamped
in accordance with Section 3081 of the Fish and Game Code.
(o) Employees of the department shall not be eligible to purchase hunting
permits.
(p) The department may refuse to issue a permit to anyone, may revoke any
permit, and may eject the holder from the area for any reason when it appears
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that the safety or welfare of the area, or that of other permittees, is
endangered. Decision of the authorized employee of the department in this
respect shall be final.
(q) Prior to the acceptance or issuance of a hunting permit all permittees shall
consent in writing to the terms and conditions of these rules and regulations
T14CCR§401. Issuance of Permit to Take Animals Causing Damage
(a) Application. A person who is a property owner or tenant may apply to the
department for a permit to take elk, bear, bobcat, beaver, wild pigs, deer, wild
turkeys, or gray squirrels that are damaging or destroying, or immediately
threatening to damage or destroy, land or property. A bobcat in the act of
injuring or killing livestock may be taken immediately provided the property
owner or tenant applies for a permit from the department the next working day
following the take.
(b) Permit Period.
(1) Permits issued pursuant to this section for beaver, wild pigs, or gray squirrels
shall be valid for a period not to exceed one year.
(2) Permits issued pursuant to this section for bobcat, elk, bear, wild turkey, or
deer shall be valid for a period not to exceed 60 consecutive days.
(3) Permits issued pursuant to this section authorizing the use of dogs for bear
or bobcat shall authorize no more than three dogs and shall be valid for a period
not to exceed 20 consecutive days.
(4) Permits may be renewed if damage or threatened damage to land or
property continues to exist.
(c) Required Information and Conditions of Permit.
(1) The department shall collect the following information before issuing a
depredation permit:
(A) The name, mailing address, and contact information of the property owner,
including telephone, facsimile, and email. If the owner is a business entity,
contact information for the person acting on behalf of the business.
(B) The name, mailing address, and contact information of the tenant (if
applicable), including telephone, facsimile, and email.
(C) The name, mailing address, and contact information of any dog handlers or
agents as described in subdivision (e), including telephone, facsimile, and email.
(D) The county and address of the location of the damage caused by
depredation, or the nearest landmark or cross streets.
(E) A full description of the land or property damaged, destroyed, or
immediately threatened, and the date the damage or threat occurred.
(F) The species suspected of damaging, destroying, or threatening land or
property, and the method of identifying the species.
(G) A description of all non-lethal or less-lethal measures undertaken to prevent
damage caused by animals prior to requesting the permit.
(H) A description of corrective actions that will be implemented to prevent
future occurrence of the damage.
(I) The proposed method of take.
(J) Whether dogs will be used to pursue or take the animal, and if so, why dogs
are needed, and the number of dogs to be used.
(2) The department may add terms and conditions to the permit necessary to
protect wildlife and ensure public safety. To be valid, the permit shall contain a
statement signed by the applicant that he/she has read, understands, and
agrees to be bound by all the terms of the permit.
(d) Methods of Take.
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(1) Animals taken pursuant to a permit may be taken in any legal manner except
as herein provided and in accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5 of
these regulations. Permits to take deer shall include conditions that comply with
Fish and Game Code section 4181.5. Permits to take bear and bobcat with dogs
shall include conditions that comply with Fish and Game Code Section 3960.2.
No steel-jawed leghold traps may be used to take mammals, and no iron-jawed
or any type of metal-jawed traps may be used to take squirrels or bears. No
poison may be used. The department may specify the caliber and type of
firearm and ammunition, archery equipment or crossbow to be used. The
department may require that a permittee take animals alive by the use of live
traps.
(2) The permittee and/or agent shall ensure that all animals are killed in a
humane manner instantly and prevent any injured animal from escaping.
(e) Government Employees and Designated Agents.
(1) An employee of a federal, State, or local government agency or local district
with responsibilities including but not limited to animal control, animal damage
control, irrigation, flood, or natural resource reclamation, while acting in his/her
official capacity may take depredating animals on the property designated in a
permit issued pursuant to this section.
(2) The permittee may designate up to three other persons, including any dog
handler who will be utilized in any pursuit, as his/her agents to take animals
under the terms of the permit. A designated agent shall be any person who is
acting under the direction and control of the permittee and who is 21 years of
age or older. The designated agent(s) shall be named on the permit. The
permittee may substitute designated agents with prior written approval of the
department.
(f) Persons Prohibited from Taking Animals. No person shall take animals
pursuant to the permit if he/she has been convicted of a violation related to the
take or possession of game or furbearing mammals in the past 24 months or if
he/she is on probation and may not hunt or possess a firearm as part of the
terms of probation. A landowner who is on probation and may not hunt or
possess a firearm as part of the terms of probation shall designate a qualified
agent to take animals under a permit.
(g) Reports Required.
(1) Holders of permits authorizing take of wild pigs shall provide a report listing
the date and sex of each wild pig taken. A report shall be submitted whether or
not any animals were taken. The reporting period shall be by calendar month.
The permittee or designated agent shall complete and submit the report to the
department on or before the 15th day of the following month. Reports shall be
submitted to the address provided by the department.
(2) Holders of permits authorizing the use of dogs to take bear or bobcat shall
comply with the requirements of Fish & Game Code section 3960.2 and shall
submit a report to the department within 30 days of permit issuance. Reports
shall be submitted to the address provided by the department. Reports shall
include the following information:
(A) Date of kill and the sex of any bear or bobcat that was killed.
(B) Details regarding all pursuits, including any information about a pursued
bear or bobcat, even if the animal was not killed.
(C) An explanation of why any pursued bear or bobcat was not killed, and
whether such bear or bobcat was harmed.
(h) Tagging Animals. All animals taken pursuant to a permit, except wild pigs,
shall be immediately tagged with tags provided by the department. Wild pigs
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shall be tagged prior to being transported from the property designated in the
permit. Tags for animals except wild pigs shall be completed at the time the
animal is taken. Tags for wild pigs shall be completed before the wild pigs are
removed from the property. Tags shall clearly show the permittee's name,
address, date and location the animal was taken and shall include the signature
of the person taking the animal. The report portion of each tag shall be mailed
to the department without delay. No tags are required for squirrels or beavers.
(i) Utilization of Carcass. Animals taken pursuant to this permit must be
disposed of as required in the permit. No animals, except wild pigs, may be
utilized by the permittee or designated agent. The permittee or designated
agent may leave the carcass of any wild pig where it was taken for reasons of
high air temperatures, disease, parasites, or conditions which preclude use of
the carcass. A person who makes every reasonable attempt to utilize the carcass
of any wild pig as required in this subsection shall be deemed to be in
compliance with Section 4304 of the Fish and Game Code.
(1) After any taking of bear, the permittee or agent shall comply with Section
367.5 of these regulations, except the skull shall not be returned to the
permittee or agent.
(j) Suspension and Revocation of Permits.
(1) Permits may be suspended temporarily by the director for a breach or
violation of the permit by the holders thereof, their agents, servants, employees
or any person acting under their direction and control. The commission shall be
notified of any such suspension and subsequently may revoke or reinstate the
permit, or fix the period of its suspension, after written notice to the permittee
and the permittee has been afforded an opportunity to be heard.
(2) Any person who has had his/her permit revoked or suspended by the
commission shall be required, upon application for a new or subsequent permit,
to appear before the commission and demonstrate to its satisfaction that the
use of such a permit will be consistent with depredation control, with these
regulations, and with the laws under which they are promulgated.
(k) It is unlawful for a permittee or agent to violate any of the terms or
conditions of a permit issued pursuant to this section.
(l) The permit does not invalidate any city, county, or state firearm regulation.
T14CCR§402. Issuance of Permits to Kill Mountain Lion Causing Damage
(a) Revocable permits may be issued by the department after receiving a report,
from any owner or tenant or agent for them, of property being damaged or
destroyed by mountain lion. The department shall conduct and complete an
investigation within 48 hours of receiving such a report. Any mountain lion that
is encountered in the act of inflicting injury to, molesting or killing livestock or
domestic animals may be taken immediately if the taking is reported within 72
hours to the department and the carcass is made available to the department.
Whenever immediate action will assist in the pursuit of the particular mountain
lion believed to be responsible for damage to livestock or domestic animals, the
department may orally authorize the pursuit and take of a mountain lion. The
department shall investigate such incidents and, upon a finding that the
requirements of this regulation have been met, issue a free permit for
depredation purposes, and carcass tag to the person taking such mountain lion.
(b) Permittee may take mountain lion in the manner specified in the permit,
except that no mountain lion shall be taken by means of poison, leg-hold or
metal-jawed traps and snares.
(c) Both males and females may be taken during the period of the permit
irrespective of hours or seasons.
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(d) The privilege granted in the permit may not be transferred, and only entitles
the permittee or the employee or agent of the permittee to take mountain lion.
Such person must be 21 years of age or over and eligible to purchase a
California hunting license.
(e) Any person issued a permit pursuant to this section shall report by telephone
within 24 hours the capturing, injuring or killing of any mountain lion to an
office of the department or, if telephoning is not practical, in writing within five
days after capturing, injuring or killing of the mountain lion. Any mountain lion
killed under the permit must be tagged with the special tag furnished with the
permit; both tags must be completely filled out and the duplicate mailed to the
Department of Fish and Game, Sacramento, within 5 days after taking any
mountain lion.
(f) The entire carcass shall be transported within 5 days to a location agreed
upon between the issuing officer and the permittee, but in no case will a
permittee be required to deliver a carcass beyond the limits of his property
unless he is willing to do so. The carcasses of mountain lions taken pursuant to
this regulation shall become the property of the state.
(g) Animals shall be taken in a humane manner so as to prevent any undue
suffering to the animals.
(h) The permittee shall take every reasonable precaution to prevent the carcass
from spoiling until disposed of in the manner agreed upon under subsection (f)
of these regulations.
(i) The permit does not invalidate any city, county, or state firearm regulation.
(j) Permits shall be issued for a period of 10 days. Permits may be renewed only
after a finding by the department that further damage has occurred or will
occur unless such permits are renewed. The permittee may not begin pursuit of
a lion more than one mile nor continue pursuit beyond a 10-mile radius from
the location of the reported damage.
Chapter 5. Furbearing Mammals
T14§CCR465. General Provisions for Taking Furbearers
(a) Furbearing mammals may be taken only with a firearm, bow and arrow, or
with the use of dogs, or traps in accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5
of these regulations and Section 3003.1 of the Fish and Game Code. The take or
attempted take of any furbearing mammal with a firearm shall be in accordance
with the use of nonlead projectiles and ammunition pursuant to Section 250.1.
(b) Pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2003, it is unlawful to offer any
prize or other inducement as a reward for the taking of furbearers in an
individual contest, tournament, or derby.
T14CCR§465.5. Use of Traps
(a) Traps Defined. Traps are defined to include padded-jaw leg-hold, steel-jawed
leg-hold, and conibear traps, snares, dead-falls, cage traps and other devices
designed to confine, hold, grasp, grip, clamp or crush animals' bodies or body
parts.
(b) Affected Mammals Defined. For purposes of this section, furbearing
mammals, game mammals, nongame mammals, and protected mammals are
those mammals so defined by statute on January 1, 1997, in sections 3950,
4000, 4150 and 4700 of the Fish and Game Code.
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(c) Prohibition on Trapping for the Purposes of Recreation or Commerce in Fur.
It is unlawful for any person to trap for the purposes of recreation or commerce
in fur any furbearing mammal or nongame mammal with any body-gripping
trap. A body-gripping trap is one that grips the mammal's body or body part,
including, but not limited to, steel-jawed leg-hold traps, padded-jaw leg-hold
traps, conibear traps, and snares. Cage and box traps, nets, suitcase-type live
beaver traps, and common rat and mouse traps shall not be considered bodygripping traps and may be used to trap for the purposes of recreation or
commerce in fur any furbearing or nongame mammal.
(d) Prohibition on Exchange of Raw Fur. It is unlawful for any person to buy, sell,
barter, or otherwise exchange for profit, or to offer to buy, sell, barter, or
otherwise exchange for profit, the raw fur, as defined by Section 4005 of the
Fish and Game Code, of any furbearing mammal or nongame mammal that was
trapped in this state, with a body-gripping trap as described in subsection (c)
above.
(e) Prohibition on Use of Steel-jawed Leg-hold Traps by Individuals. It is unlawful
for any person to use or authorize the use of any steel-jawed leg-hold trap,
padded or otherwise, to capture any game mammal, furbearing mammal,
nongame mammal, protected mammal, or any dog or cat.
(1) Exception for Extraordinary Case to Protect Human Health or Safety. The
prohibition in subsection (e) does not apply to federal, state, county, or
municipal government employees or their duly authorized agents in the
extraordinary case where the otherwise prohibited padded-jaw leg-hold trap is
the only method available to protect human health or safety.
(A) Leg-hold Trap Requirements. Leg-hold traps used to implement subsection
(e)(1) must be padded, commercially manufactured, and equipped as provided
in subsections (A)1. through (A)5. below.
1. Anchor Chains. Anchor chains must be attached to the center of the padded
trap, rather than the side.
2. Chain Swivels. Anchor chains must have a double swivel mechanism attached
as follows: One swivel is required where the chain attaches to the center of the
trap. The second swivel may be located at any point along the chain, but it must
be functional at all times.
3. Shock Absorbing Device. A shock absorbing device such as a spring must be in
the anchor chain.
4. Tension Device. Padded leg-hold traps must be equipped with a commercially
manufactured pan tension adjusting device.
5. Trap Pads. Trap pads must be replaced with new pads when worn and
maintained in good condition.
(f) Use of Non-Body-Gripping Traps for Purposes of Recreation or Commerce in
Fur. Any person who utilizes non-body-gripping traps for the take of furbearing
mammals and nongame mammals for purposes of recreation or commerce in
fur must comply with the provisions of subsections (g)(1) through (3) below.
(1) Trap Number Requirement. Any person who traps furbearing mammals or
nongame mammals shall obtain a trap number issued by and registered with
the department. All traps, before being put into use, shall bear only the current
registered trap number or numbers of the person using, or in possession of
those traps. This number shall be stamped clearly on the trap or on a metal tag
attached to the chain of the trap or to any part of the trap.
(g) Use of Conibear Traps, Snares, Cage and Box Traps, Nets, Suitcase-type Live
Beaver Traps and Common Rat and Mouse Traps for Purposes Unrelated to
Recreation or Commerce in Fur. Conibear traps, snares, cage and box traps,
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nets, suitcase-type live beaver traps and common rat and mouse traps may be
used by individuals to take authorized mammals for purposes unrelated to
recreation or commerce in fur, including, but not limited to, the protection of
property, in accordance with subsections (1) through (5) below. Except for
common rat and mouse traps, all traps used pursuant to this subsection must be
numbered as required by subsection (f)(1) above. The prohibitions of
subsections (c) and (d) above shall apply to any furbearing or nongame mammal
taken by a conibear trap or snare pursuant to this subsection (g).
(1) Immediate Dispatch or Release. All furbearing and nongame mammals that
are legal to trap must be immediately killed or released. Unless released,
trapped animals shall be killed by shooting where local ordinances, landowners,
and safety permit. This regulation does not prohibit employees of federal, state,
or local government from using chemical euthanasia to dispatch trapped
animals.
(2) Trap Visitation Requirement. All traps shall be visited at least once daily by
the owner of the traps or his/her designee. Such designee shall carry on his/her
person written authorization, as owner's representative, to check traps. In the
event that an unforeseen medical emergency prevents the owner of the traps
from visiting traps another person may, with written authorization from the
owner, check traps as required. The designee and the person who issues the
authorization to check traps shall comply with all provisions of Section 465.5.
Each time traps are checked all trapped animals shall be removed.
(3) Trap Placement Requirement. Traps may not be set within 150 yards of any
structure used as a permanent or temporary residence, unless such traps are set
by a person controlling such property or by a person who has and is carrying
with him written consent of the landowner to so place the trap or traps.
(4) Placement of Conibear Traps. Traps of the conibear-type with a jaw opening
larger than 8” x 8” may be used only in sets where the trap is wholly or partially
submerged in water or is:
(A) Within 100 feet of permanent water.
(B) Within 100 feet of seasonally flooded marshes, pastures, agricultural lands
or floodways when standing or running water is present.
(C) Within the riparian vegetation zone, characterized by, but not limited to,
willow, cottonwood, sycamore, salt cedar, cattail, bulrush and rushes, when
found within the area defined in section 463(a) where the take of beaver is
permitted.
(5) Zones Prohibited to the Use of Conibear-type Traps and Snares. Conibeartype traps and snares, except those totally submerged, and deadfall traps are
prohibited in the following zones.
(A) Zone 1: Beginning at Interstate 5 and Highway 89, east on Highway 89 to
Harris Springs Road near Bartle, north on Harris Springs Road (primary U.S.
Forest Service Road 15) to Powder Hill Road (primary U.S. Forest Service Road
49), northeast on Powder Hill Road to Road 42N56, east on Road 42N56 to the
Siskiyou/Modoc county line, north on the Siskiyou/Modoc county line to the
boundary of the Lava Beds National Monument, north along the eastern
boundary of the Lava Beds National Monument, then west then south along the
western boundary of the Lava Beds National Monument to Road 46N21, west
along Road 46N21 over Gold Digger Pass to the western boundary of the Modoc
National Forest, south along the western boundary of the Modoc National
Forest to the boundary of the Shasta National Forest, west along the northern
boundary of the Shasta National Forest to Highway 97, southwest on Highway
97 to Interstate 5, northwest on Interstate 5 to Old Highway 99, northwest on
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Old Highway 99 to Stewart Springs Road, southwest on Stewart Springs Road to
the Yreka Ditch, west along the Yreka Ditch to the Gazelle/Callahan Road,
southwest on the Gazelle/Callahan Road to Highway 3, south on Highway 3 to
Ramshorn Road, northeast on Ramshorn Road to Castle Creek Road, east on
Castle Creek Road to Interstate 5, north on Interstate 5 to the point of
beginning.
(B) Zone 2: Beginning in Tehama County at the intersection of Highway 36 and
the western boundary of the Lassen National Forest, south along the western
boundary of the Lassen National Forest to the boundary of the Plumas National
Forest, south along the western boundary of the Plumas National Forest to the
boundary of the Tahoe National Forest, south along the western boundary of
the Tahoe National Forest to the boundary of the El Dorado National Forest,
south along the western boundary of the El Dorado National Forest to the
boundary of the Stanislaus National Forest, south along the western boundary
of the Stanislaus National Forest to the boundary of the Sierra National Forest,
south along the western boundary of the Sierra National Forest to the boundary
of the Sequoia National Forest, south along the western boundary of the
Sequoia National Forest to Highway 245, southwest on Highway 245 to Road
168, southwest on Road 168 to County Road J40, west on County Road J40 to
Henderson Road, northwest on Henderson Road to Lincoln Avenue, west on
Lincoln Avenue to Highway 145, north on Highway 145 to Avenue 7, west on
Avenue 7 to Road 21, north on Road 21 to Avenue 12, west on Avenue 12 to
Road 16, north on Road 16 to Avenue 18 1/2, west on Avenue 18 1/2 to Road 9,
north on Road 9 to Highway 152, west on Highway 152 to Highway 59, north on
Highway 59 to Highway 99, northwest on Highway 99 to Highway 140, west on
Highway 140 to Highway 33, north on Highway 33 to Interstate 5, north on
Interstate 5 to County Road J4, west on County Road J4 to County Road J2,
north on County Road J2 to Highway 4, west on Highway 4 to Lone Tree Way,
west on Lone Tree Way to James Donlon Boulevard, west on James Donlon
Boulevard to Somersville Road, south on Somersville Road to Nortonville Road,
north on Nortonville Road to Kirker Pass Road, southwest on Kirker Pass Road to
Clayton Road, southeast on Clayton Road to Mitchell Canyon Road, south on
Mitchell Canyon Road to the boundary of Mount Diablo State Park, south along
the western boundary of Mount Diablo State Park to Mt. Diablo Scenic
Boulevard, south on Mt. Diablo Scenic Boulevard to Blackhawk Road, southeast
on Blackhawk Road to Camino Tassajara, west on Camino Tassajara to
Dougherty Road, south on Dougherty Road to Interstate 580, west on Interstate
580 to Interstate 680, south on Interstate 680 to Highway 84, northeast on
Highway 84 to Holmes Street, south on Holmes Street to Wetmore Road, east
on Wetmore Road to Arroyo Road, south on Arroyo Road to Del Valle Regional
Park, southeast along the western boundary of Del Valle Regional Park to Arroyo
Del Valle Creek, southeast on Arroyo Del Valle Creek to the Alameda/Santa Clara
county line, east on the Alameda/Santa Clara county line to San Antonio Valley
Road, south on San Antonio Valley Road to Del Puerto Canyon Road, east on Del
Puerto Canyon Road to Santa Clara/Stanislaus county line, south along the Santa
Clara/Stanislaus county line to the Santa Clara/Merced county line, south along
the Santa Clara/Merced county line to the San Benito/Merced county line, south
along the San Benito/Merced county line to Little Panoche Road, south on Little
Panoche Road to Panoche Road, east on Panoche Road to New Idria Road, south
along New Idria Road to Clear Creek Road, southwest on Clear Creek Road to
Coalinga Road, southeast on Coalinga Road to Coalinga-Mineral Springs Road,
south on Coalinga-Minerial Springs Road to Highway 198, east on Highway 198
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to Parkfield Grade, south on Parkfield Grade to Vineyard Canyon Road, west on
Vineyard Canyon Road to Highway 101, north on Highway 101 to Bradley Road,
north on Bradley Road to Sargents Road, north on Sargents Road to Pancho Rico
Road, west on Pancho Rico Road to Cattleman's Road, north on Cattleman's
Road to Highway 198, west on Highway 198 to Highway 101, north on Highway
101 to County Road G13, northeast on County Road G13 to Highway 25, north
on Highway 25 to Browns Valley Road, north on Browns Valley Road to Santa
Anita Road, northwest on Santa Anita Road to Santa Ana Valley Road, north on
Santa Ana Valley Road to Fairview Road, north on Fairview Road to Highway
156, north on Highway 156 to Highway 152, southwest on Highway 152 to
County Road G7, southwest on County Road G7 to Highway 25, west on
Highway 25 to Highway 101, south on Highway 101 to the San Benito/Monterey
county line, south on the San Benito/Monterey county line to Highway 146,
west on Highway 146 to Highway 101, south on Highway 101 to Paraiso Springs
Road, south on Paraiso Springs Road to County Road G17, south on County Road
G17 to County Road 16, northeast on County Road 16 to Central Avenue,
southeast on Central Avenue to Highway 101, south on Highway 101 to County
Road G14, south on County Road G14 to Milpitas Road, west on Milpitas Road
to the boundary of Fort Hunter Liggett, south along the western boundary of
Fort Hunter Liggett to the Nacimiento River, southeast along the Nacimiento
River to Nacimiento Reservoir, southeast along the western boundary of
Nacimiento Reservoir to Chimney Rock Road, south on Chimney Rock Road to
Klau Mine Road, south on Klau Mine Road to Adelaida Road, east on Adelaida
Road to Vineyard Drive, southeast on Vineyard Drive to Highway 101, south on
Highway 101 to Highway 41, east on Highway 41 to Highway 229, south on
Highway 229 to Creston O'Donovan Road, southeast on Creston O'Donovan
Road to Highway 58, east on Highway 58 to the boundary of the Los Padres
National Forest, south and east along the eastern boundary of the Los Padres
National Forest to Highway 33, south on Highway 33 to Quatal Canyon Road,
east on Quatal Canyon Road to Cerro Noroeste Road, east on Cerro Noroeste
Road to Cuddy Valley Road, east on Cuddy Valley Road to Interstate 5, north on
Interstate 5 to Wheeler Ridge Road, east on Wheeler Ridge Road to Laval Road,
east on Laval Road to Rancho Road, north on Rancho Road to Sycamore Road,
east on Sycamore Road to Tejon Highway, north on Tejon Highway to Highway
223, northeast on Highway 223 to Highway 58, east on Highway 58 to Caliente
Bodfish Road, north on Caliente Bodfish Road to Highway 155, northeast then
west on Highway 155 to the eastern boundary of the Sequoia National Forest,
north and east along the southern boundary of the Sequoia National Forest to
the Dome Land Wilderness, north along the eastern boundary of the Dome Land
Wilderness to the boundary of the Inyo National Forest, north along the eastern
boundary of the Inyo National Forest west of Highway 395 to the intersection of
Inyo National Forest and Highway 395 near Sherwin Summit in Mono County,
north on Highway 395 to the California/Nevada state line, north on the
California/Nevada state line to Highway 395 in Sierra County, north on Highway
395 to Long Valley Road, south on Long Valley Road to the boundary of the
Toiyabe National Forest, west along the Toiyabe National Forest boundary to
the Tahoe National Forest boundary, west then south then west then north
along the Tahoe National Forest boundary to the Plumas National Forest
boundary, north then east then north along the eastern boundary of the Plumas
National Forest to the Lassen National Forest boundary, north along the eastern
boundary of the Lassen National Forest to the northern boundary of the Lassen
National Forest, west along the northern boundary of the Lassen National Forest
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to the western boundary of the Lassen National Forest, south along the western
boundary of the Lassen National Forest to the point of beginning.
(h) Statutory Penalty for Violation of Provisions. Violation of Section 3003.1 or
3003.2 of the Fish and Game Code, or any rule or regulation, including this
Section 465.5, adopted pursuant thereto, is punishable by a fine of not less than
three hundred dollars ($300) or more than two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or by both that fine
and imprisonment.
Except as otherwise provided in Sections 478 and 485 and subsections (a)
through (d) below, nongame birds and mammals may not be taken.
Chapter 6. Nongame Animals
T14CCR§472. General Provisions
Except as otherwise provided in Sections 478 and 485 and subsections (a)
through (d) below, nongame birds and mammals may not be taken.
(a) The following nongame birds and mammals may be taken at any time of the
year and in any number except as prohibited in Chapter 6: English sparrow,
starling, coyote, weasels, skunks, opossum, moles and rodents (excluding tree
and flying squirrels, and those listed as furbearers, endangered or threatened
species).
(b) Fallow, sambar, sika, and axis deer may be taken only concurrently with the
general deer season.
(c) Aoudad, mouflon, tahr, and feral goats may be taken all year.
(d) American crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos)
(1) May be taken only under the provisions of Section 485 and by landowners or
tenants, or by persons authorized in writing by such landowners or tenants,
when American crows are committing or about to commit depredations upon
ornamental or shade trees, agricultural crops, livestock, or wildlife, or when
concentrated in such numbers and manner as to constitute a health hazard or
other nuisance. Persons authorized by landowners or tenants to take American
crows shall keep such written authorization in their possession when taking,
transporting or possessing American crows. American crows may be taken only
on the lands where depredations are occurring or where they constitute a
health hazard or nuisance. If required by Federal regulations, landowners or
tenants shall obtain a Federal migratory bird depredation permit before taking
any American crows or authorizing any other person to take them.
(2) American crows may be taken under the provisions of this subsection only by
firearm, bow and arrow, falconry or by toxicants by the Department of Food and
Agriculture for the specific purpose of taking depredating crows. Toxicants can
be used for taking crows only under the supervision of employees or officers of
the Department of Food and Agriculture or federal or county pest control
officers or employees acting in their official capacities and possessing a qualified
applicator certificate issued pursuant to sections 14151-14155 of the Food and
Agriculture Code. Such toxicants must be applied according to their label
requirements developed pursuant to sections 6151-6301, Title 3, California
Code of Regulations.
(e) Pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2003, it is unlawful to offer any
prize or other inducement as a reward for the taking of nongame mammals in
an individual contest, tournament, or derby.
T14CCR§475. Methods of Take for Nongame Birds and Nongame Mammals
Nongame birds and nongame mammals may be taken in any manner except as
follows:
(a) Poison may not be used.
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(b) Recorded or electrically amplified bird or mammal calls or sounds or
recorded or electrically amplified imitations of bird or mammal calls or sounds
may not be used to take any nongame bird or nongame mammal except
coyotes, bobcats, American crows and starlings.
(c) Fallow deer, sambar deer, axis deer, sika deer, aoudad, mouflon, tahr and
feral goats may be taken only with the equipment and ammunition specified in
Section 353 of these regulations.
(d) Traps may be used to take nongame birds and nongame mammal only in
accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5 of these regulations and
sections 3003.1 and 4004 of the Fish and Game Code.
(e) No feed, bait or other material capable of attracting a nongame mammal
may be placed or used in conjunction with dogs for the purpose of taking any
nongame mammals. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an individual
operating in accordance with the provisions of Section 465.5 from using a dog to
follow a trap drag and taking the nongame mammal caught in that trap.
(f) The take or attempted take of any nongame bird or nongame mammal with a
firearm shall be in accordance with the use of nonlead projectiles and
ammunition pursuant to Section 250.1 of these regulations.
Chapter 7. Migratory Game Birds
T14CCR§503. Crop Damage and Nuisance Canada Geese.
In accordance with the provisions of Section 355 of the Fish and Game Code and
pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Fish and Game Commission does
hereby approve the following federal orders and permits:
(a) all orders and permits by the federal government authorizing the herding or
take of migratory game birds to alleviate crop depredation.
(b) the Airport Control Order (50 CFR 21.49) except trapping and relocation of
Canada geese from airports may only occur under the terms and conditions of a
permit issued by the Department.
(1) Requests for permits to trap and relocate Canada geese from airports shall
be submitted to the department at 1812 Ninth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 in
writing and shall include the following information:
(A) Name and address of applicant
(B) Location (airport) and number of geese to be trapped and relocated
(C) Location of, and proof of permission to use, release site
(c) the Nest and Egg Control Order (50 CFR 21.50) may occur under the terms
and conditions of a permit issued by the Department (note: Registration is
required by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at:
https://epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR/geSI.aspx).
(1) Requests for permits to destroy nests and eggs of Canada geese from the
counties not listed in subsection (c)(2) shall be submitted to the Department at
1812 Ninth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 in writing and shall include the
following information:
(A) Name and address of applicant
(B) Location and number of nests and/or eggs to be destroyed
(2) Exception: Nests and eggs of Canada geese may be destroyed without a
permit issued by the department only in the following counties: Sonoma, Napa,
Solano, Marin, Contra Costa, Alameda, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, San Benito, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los
Angeles, Orange and San Diego counties.
(d) the Public Health Order (50 CFR 21.52).
Subdivision 3. General Regulations
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Chapter 1. Collecting Permits
T14CCR§656 Permits to Take Beaver or Bear in a Refuge.
The department may issue a free permit to take beaver or bear within a refuge
under the following conditions:
(a) Applications to take beaver or bear shall be filed with the department and
shall show:
(1) Name and address of applicant.
(2) Name of refuge involved.
(3) The approximate number of animals to be taken.
(4) Such other pertinent data as the department may require.
(b) All permits shall be for a stated period of time not to exceed six months.
(c) No permit shall be issued unless the department is satisfied that damage is
presently occurring or is immediately threatened.
(d) During the first two weeks of January of each year, each permittee shall
submit to the department report of specimens taken during the preceding
calendar year and no new permit shall be issued until such a report has been
received.
(e) The commission may revoke a permit for violation of the terms of the
permit.
(f) Any applicant convicted of violating these regulations or the terms and
conditions of his permit must appear before the Fish and Game Commission
before his permit may be reinstated or a new permit issued to him.
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