
Item No. 4 
WORKGROUP STAFF SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

4. RECREATIONAL TAKE

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Decision  ☐ 

(A) Receive an informational presentation by DFW on recreational take of predators. 
(B) Discuss potential changes to recreational take regulations to propose for revision. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

In Nov 2016, the Workgroup discussed possible approaches to evaluating predator-related 
regulations and decided to initially focus on major discussion topics rather than specific 
regulations; the Workgroup selected depredation and recreational take as the first two topics to 
address. The Workgroup also requested DFW provide background information on the topics to 
help inform discussions.  

In addition, FGC referred a petition for regulation change to the Workgroup in May 2016 for 
further evaluation. Petition #2015-008 (Exhibit 1) requests a regulation change to repeal hunting 
of American badger and gray fox.  

Today, DFW will present information on trends in recreational take and a summary of hunting 
and trapping seasons and limits for the eight species of furbearing and nongame mammals that 
are the primary focus of the Workgroup. A summary of the seasons and limits for the eight 
species is provided in Exhibit 2. DFW will also provide an overview of current efforts to assess 
predator communities in the state, including discussion of available methods for estimating 
density, distribution and co-occurrence of predators at the regional and community levels. 
Following the presentation, the Workgroup will discuss issues of concern related to recreational 
take and potential changes to the regulations for recommendation to WRC.  

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 
Provide direction to staff on next steps. 

Exhibits 
1. Petition #2015-008
2. DFW table of seasons and limits

Workgroup Decision/Recommendation (N/A) 
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Summary of Seasons and Limits for Eight Furbearing and Nongame Species 

 

 

Hunting limit Hunting season Zone Trapping limit Trapping season Zone
Badger no limit Nov.16-last day in Feb. statewide no limit Nov.16-last day in Feb. statewide
Bobcat 5/year Oct.15-Feb 28 statewide no take allowed no take allowed no take allowed
Coyote no limit year-round statewide no limit year-round statewide
Gray fox no limit Nov.16-last day in Feb. statewide no limit Nov.16-last day in Feb. statewide
Mink no limit Nov.16-March 31 statewide no limit Nov.16-March 31 statewide

Raccoon no limit July 1-March 31

Imperial County and those portions of Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties lying south and east of the 
following line: Beginning at the intersection of Highway 
86 with the north boundary of Imperial County; north 
along Highway 86 to the intersection with Interstate 10; 
east along Interstate 10 to its intersection with the 
Cottonwood Springs Road in Section 9, T6S, R11E, 
S.B.B.M.; north along the Cottonwood Springs Road and 
the Mecca Dale Road to Amboy; east along Highway 66 
to the intersection with Highway 95; north along 
Highway 95 to the California-Nevada state line.

no limit July 1-March 31

Imperial County and those portions of Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties lying south and east of the 
following line: Beginning at the intersection of Highway 
86 with the north boundary of Imperial County; north 
along Highway 86 to the intersection with Interstate 10; 
east along Interstate 10 to its intersection with the 
Cottonwood Springs Road in Section 9, T6S, R11E, 
S.B.B.M.; north along the Cottonwood Springs Road and 
the Mecca Dale Road to Amboy; east along Highway 66 
to the intersection with Highway 95; north along 
Highway 95 to the California-Nevada state line.

no limit Nov. 16-March 31 balance of the state no limit November 16-March 31 balance of the state
Weasel 
(short&long tailed)

no limit year-round statewide no limit year-round statewide
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