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BACKGROUND
In response to the recent decline of winter-flooded rice fields in the Central Valley and the
ecological importance of this habitat base, the California Legislature passed Assembly
Bill 2348 in September of 2018. AB 2348 established the California Winter Rice Habitat
Incentive Program (Section 3469, Fish and Game Code), which is designed to continue,
and further encourage the winter-flooding of harvested rice fields in the Central Valley of
California. Approximately 75% of the energetic needs of dabbling ducks, and a significant
portion of the energetic needs of migrating shorebirds utilizing the Sacramento Valley are
provided by winter-flooded rice fields.
The California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive Program (CWRHIP) provides economic
incentives to landowners who agree to manage their properties in accordance with a
management plan developed cooperatively by biologists from the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife’s Comprehensive Wetland Habitat Program (hereinafter referred to
as CDFW) and the landowner. Management plans will require landowners to flood
harvested rice fields for a minimum of 70 continuous days during the winter months
(October-March). Properties that can maintain water during critical months (January
through middle of March) will be given additional points in the ranking process. Properties
located within 5 miles of an active airstrip on a military base or international airport will
not be considered for enrollment under this program (see Appendix C for maps and
descriptions of closure boundaries).
The program pays landowners an annual incentive of $10/acre for the winter-flooding of
harvested rice fields that were planted at least two of the last three years (2016-2018).
The CWRHIP Standard Agreement (i.e. the State contract) is a contract that must be
signed by all program participants (landowners). The management requirements of the
program will start after the 2019 harvest and will continue through early 2021.
The Management Plan
Upon enrollment of each property, CDFW will develop a management plan for each
property. These “framework” management plans provide both immediate and long-term
direction for management on the property by specifying the current acreage requirement,
flooding duration, and depth required.
CDFW biologists will monitor compliance by using a combination of site visits (landowners
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must allow access), high elevation aerial monitoring via fixed wing aircraft, and real-time
satellite imagery. Landowners that are determined to be in compliance will receive an
incentive payment after they submit their invoice for the time-period of management
activities as outlined in their contract. Areas prioritized for funding and subsequent
management of winter-flooded rice fields within each region are guided by goals outlined
in the most recent implementation plan of the Central Valley Joint Venture (CVJV 2006).
The CVJV (http://centralvalleyjointventure.org) is a coalition of 21 state and federal
agencies, and private conservation organizations. This partnership directs efforts toward
the common goal of providing for the habitat needs of migrating and resident birds in the
Central Valley of California. The regional implementation of objectives outlined by the
CVJV are designed to contribute to goals outlined in continental and nationwide
conservation plans such as the North American Waterfowl Management Plan
(https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/bird-management-plans/north-americanwaterfowl-management-plan.php), and the US Shorebird Conservation Plan
(https://www.shorebirdplan.org/plan-and-council/). Utilizing the CVJV implementation
plan as a guiding document ensures that program priorities are consistent with state
policy, current CVJV objectives, and the goals outlined in continental scale conservation
documents. The CVJV Implementation plan is currently under revision. If a new plan is
adopted during the terms of this program, the revised plan will help guide program
priorities.
A competitive ranking process will be used to determine which properties are enrolled in
the program (see Appendix B). CDFW was allocated $5 million to implement this program.
A total of up to $4,250,000 of CWRHIP funds will be available for new agreements under
this proposal solicitation notice (up to $1,416,667/year). The remaining funds will be used
to administer and monitor the program.

1.1 Solicitation Schedule
The timeline for implementation appears in Table 1. Applicants should anticipate a Project
start date no sooner than April 1st, 2019, with flooding and other management activities
to begin after the 2019 harvest.
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Table 1: Proposal Solicitation Schedule
Activity

Schedule

Solicitation Released

January 25, 2019

Proposals due by 4:00 PM (Pacific Daylight Time) February 25, 2019
Committee review and selection

February 26- March 1, 2019

Award notifications distributed

March 1, 2019

1.2 Eligible Entities
Private landowners that have grown rice on their property at least two out of the last three
years (2016-2018), and are willing to flood harvested fields for a minimum of 70 days
between October 15 and March 15, are eligible for funding under this program. Eligible
land must be over 40 acres in size, and must be located more than 5 miles from an active
airstrip on a military base or international airport. Properties located within 5 miles of an
active airport operation area on a military base or international airport will not be
considered for enrollment under this program (see Appendix C for maps and descriptions
of closure boundaries). This closure also includes properties within 5 miles of the airport
operations area surrounding Travis Air Force Base in Solano County that are not
specifically referenced in Appendix C, should rice ever be grown in that area. Proposals
from federal agencies or other public entities are not eligible.
Private landowners who submit proposals must also not be listed on either the Top 500
Sales & Use Tax Delinquencies in California list or the Top 500 Delinquent Taxpayers list
pursuant to Section 7063 or 19195 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

FOCUS
All Projects funded by CDFW under this solicitation must fall within the list of priorities
described below

2.1 Priorities for Funding
CDFW is soliciting proposals from eligible landowners who grow rice in the Sacramento
and San Joaquin valleys, and are willing and able to flood during the winter months after
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harvest. A ranking worksheet will be used to select properties for enrollment in the
program (see Appendix B). Properties will be selected based upon ability to perform
management actions that contribute to conservation priorities identified by CDFW.
Properties best able to contribute to CDFW goals will be prioritized for funding under this
solicitation.

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
All proposals received must meet the requirements listed below.

3.1 Proposal Application
All information identified in the application form and instructions (Appendix A) is
mandatory. Proposals shall include a complete application form and field map of the
parcels proposed for enrollment (see application form for details). Landowners must also
note in their application the time-period that they are willing to flood the proposed acres.

3.2 Proposal Submittal
The due date to submit proposals for this program is Monday, February 25, 2019.
Applications may be submitted by email to CWHP@wildlife.ca.gov with the subject line
title of "2019 CWRHIP Application”. Hard copy applications shall be addressed to:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Branch
ATTN: 2019 CWRHIP Proposal
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94299-0002
All hard-copy applications must have a U.S. POSTAL SERVICE POSTMARK dated no
later than February 25, 2019. Proposals delivered by any other means (FEDEX, U.P.S.,
etc.) including hand delivery must be received at the above address no later than 4:00
p.m. February 25, 2019. Hand delivered applications shall be taken to 1812 9th St,
Sacramento, CA. For questions regarding this PSN, please contact Brian Olson at (916)
445-3486 or Brian.Olson@wildlife.ca.gov, or Helen Swagerty at (916) 445-3561 or
Helen.Swagerty@wildlife.ca.gov.
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REVIEW PROCESS
4.1 Administrative Review
An administrative review will determine if the proposal package is complete and meets all
the requirements for submittal (Table 2). This review will use a “Pass/Fail” scoring
method. Those proposals which receive a rating of “Fail” (in any category), will be
considered incomplete and will not be considered for this project.
Table 2: Administrative Review Criteria
Criteria

Score

All components are included and completed in the required Pass/Fail
formats (□ application, □ map, □ water rights/district).
Applicant is an eligible entity (see eligibility above).
Pass/Fail
Proposal is received by the deadline.
Pass/Fail
Proposed location is outside of closure areas

Pass/Fail

4.2 Technical Review and Selection
Following administrative review, technical reviewers will evaluate each proposal based
on the Criteria in Appendix B. Each criterion is scored by at least two technical reviewers
consisting of, but not limited to; CDFW Comprehensive Wetland Habitat Program
(CWHP) staff and CDFW Waterfowl Program staff. The final score for each proposal will
be based on the total of the criterion scores.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IF FUNDED
5.1 Awards
Successful applicants will receive an award letter notifying them of their proposal
selection and the agreement amount.
Agreement
Development of contracts will begin following the announcement of awards.
Contracts are not considered executed until signed by both the authorized representative
of the recipient and CDFW. Work performed prior to the start date of an agreement will
not be reimbursed.
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This Proposal Solicitation Notice (PSN) includes a Sample Standard Agreement (Sample
Standard Agreement STD 213) for review (see Appendix D). The Sample Standard
Agreement contains language that the CDFW expects to utilize for contracts awarded
under this PSN.
The State does not accept alternate contract language from a prospective Contractor.
Proposals with such alternate language will be considered a counter proposal and will be
rejected. The State’s General Terms and Conditions are not negotiable.
Please note that successful applicants will also be required to complete, sign, and return
the following additional forms when projects are approved for funding. Do not submit
these forms with your initial proposal. These additional forms may include, but not
necessarily be limited, to the following:




Payee Data Record form (STD. 204)
Contractor Certification Clauses (CCC 307)
California Civil Rights Certification Attachment

Responsibility of the Recipient
Successful applicants will be responsible for carrying out the terms of the contract, and
invoicing CDFW for payments.
Invoicing and Payments
Payments will be made in arrears on an annual basis, contingent upon the completion of
work as outlined in the management plan. Once work has been completed, and CDFW
has confirmed performance, landowners may invoice the department for the full payment.
For all required invoicing and payment requirements please refer to Exhibit B within
Appendix D, Budget Detail and Payment Provisions, which have been attached as part
of the Sample STD 213 Standard Agreement.
Loss of Funding
Circumstances that may lead to suspension or cancellation of a contract include, but are
not limited to:
 Lack of appropriated funds;
 Executive order directing suspension or cancellation of projects;
8




Failure to complete the management actions as outlined in contract or
management plan;
Failure to comply with pertinent laws relative to implementation of this program

References
CENTRAL VALLEY JOINT VENTURE. 2006. Central Valley Joint Venture
Implementation Plan – Conserving Bird Habitat. United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
Sacramento, California, USA
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Appendix A

CALIFORNIA WINTER RICE HABITAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Application Form
Applicants must complete each section of the application, except where noted. Please
use the format below for submittal. Applicants shall attach a detailed map of acres
proposed for enrollment and provide a copy of the water rights associated with
proposed property. If water rights are consistent with rights of a water district,
please list water district below. CDFW requests that the field map be illustrated as
necessary to delineate the perimeter of the property being proposed, and explain the
current water conveyance system in place on the property. If interested in submitting
more than one property for the program (i.e. parcels that are not contiguous),
please use a separate application for each property.
Date: ___________________________________________________________
Property Name: ___________________________________________________
Property Owner(s): ___________________________________________________
Total Acreage of proposed property:
____________________________________________________
Water district of proposed property:
____________________________________________________
Was proposed property farmed for rice two out of the last three years?
☐ Yes ☐ No
Time of year you are willing to flood harvested rice fields during the winter (check all
that apply):
☐ Oct 1 – Jan 31 ☐ Dec 1 – Feb 15 ☐ Dec 15 – Feb 28 ☐ Jan 1 – Mar 15
Are you willing to NOT incorporate stubble in harvested fields via discing/chiseling prior
to flooding?
☐ Yes ☐ No
Are you willing to stomp flooded fields where rice stubble was incorporated?
☐ Yes ☐ No
10

County(ies) of
Property:_________________________________________________________
Legal Description:

Section(s)________ Township________ Range_______
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN)________________

Participation in Other Programs or Partnerships (please list):
________________________________________________________________
Name of Person Designated to Sign Contract: ___________________________
Title (President, Secretary, Owner, etc.): ________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________________________________________________
E-mail address: ___________________________________________________
Type of Ownership (Partnership, Corporation, Sole Owner, Etc):
__________________
Name of Contact for property (if different than above):
_______________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________________________________________________
☐ Please check if interested in learning more about CDFW’s Shared Habitat Alliance
for Recreational Enhancement (SHARE) program. This program compensates
landowners up to $30/acre (in addition to CWRHIP payment) and provides liability
protection to those who are willing to allow restricted public access for wildlifedependent recreation (e.g. hunting and birdwatching).
11

☐ Please check if you would like your contact information to be forwarded to the
California Rice Commission for other possible conservation program funding
opportunities.
☐ Please check if interested in learning more about opportunities to improve winter
water conveyance to your property.
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Appendix B
California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive Program Scoring Worksheet
(To be completed by CDFW personnel upon review of application)

Date:
Property Name:
County:
Contact Name & Phone #:
Total Acreage proposed:
Evaluator:

No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Factor
Consistency w/ CWRHIP Goals
Winter water reliability and availability
Connectivity with surrounding habitat
Compatibility with adjacent lands
Proximity to protected sanctuary
Basin/County priority
Timing of water on landscape
Post-harvest manipulation
TOTAL

Max. Pts.
Pass/Fail
20
20
20
20
30
30
30
170

Final Score:
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Score

California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive Program – Ranking Worksheet
Date:_______________

Property:_____________________

1. Consistency with the goals of the California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive
Program (Pass/Fail):
Pass

Fail

Property was farmed for rice two of the last three years, and
has the potential to be flooded during the winter in proposed
timing window.
Property was not farmed for rice two of the last three years,
and/or does not have potential to be flooded during the
winter in proposed timing window.

2. Winter Water Reliability and Availability (max. 20 points):
20 points

0 points

Property is within a water district (or has property specific
water rights) that will allow it to be flooded during proposed
timing window most years.
Property is within a water district (or has property specific
water rights) that will allow it to be flooded most years, but
inadequate conveyance or restrictions on timing of delivery
decreases likelihood of rice being flooded during proposed
timing window, or property is reliant on groundwater for
winter-flooding.

3. Connectivity with Surrounding Habitat(s) (max. 20 points):
Natural habitat (20 pts.)
Rice/Corn (20 pts.)
Other (0 pts.)

X
X
X

____ % border = ____ pts.
____ % border = ____ pts.
____ % border = ____ pts.

4. Compatibility of Property with Adjacent Land Use(s) (max. 20 points):
20 points
0 points

Anticipated habitat management will be compatible with
current surrounding land use.
Anticipated habitat management may potentially conflict with
current surrounding land use (e.g. urban centers or
incompatible agriculture such as alfalfa, winter wheat, or
potatoes).
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5. Proximity to Permanently Protected Wetland that is Managed as a
Sanctuary/Closed Area with Maintenance-only Disturbance (max. 20 points):
20 points
10 points

0 points

Property is located within 5 miles of permanently protected
wetland that is managed as a sanctuary/closed area.
Property is located within 5 miles of permanently protected
wetland that has maintenance-only levels of disturbance
outside of waterfowl season.
Property is located greater than 5 miles from permanently
protected wetland that is managed as a sanctuary/closed
area.

6. Basin/County Priority (max. 30 points):
30 points

15 points

0 points

Property is located within a county that has been
documented to have <50% of harvested rice fields flooded
during winter months*.
Property is located within a county that has been
documented to have 50-75% of harvested rice fields flooded
during winter months*.
Property is located within a county that has been
documented to have >75% of harvested rice fields flooded
during winter months*.

* Based upon mean numbers from Matthews et al.(2018).

7. Timing of Water on Landscape (max. 30 points):
30 points

20 points

10 points
0 points

Landowner is willing and able to flood some or all of
proposed acreage for 70 days between Jan 1st and March
15th.
Landowner is willing and able to flood some or all of
proposed acreage for 70 days between Dec 15th and March
1st.
Landowner is willing and able to flood some or all of
proposed acreage for 70 days between Dec 1st and Feb 15th.
Landowner is not willing to flood some or all of proposed
acreage for 70 days between Dec 1st and March 15th.
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8. Post-harvest manipulation (max. 30 points):
20 points
20 points
0 points

Landowner is willing to flood some or all of proposed
parcel(s) without incorporating stubble via discing/chiseling.
Landowner is willing to stomp flooded fields.
Landowner is not willing to flood parcel(s) without
incorporating stubble via discing/chiseling, and is not willing
or able to stomp.

References
Luke Matthews., John Eadie., Mark Petrie (2018) The Role of Agricultural Habitats in
Meeting Waterfowl Foraging Needs in the Central Valley: An Evaluation of Food
Availability and Post-harvest Treatments in Rice and Corn. A Final Report for the
Central Valley Joint Venture and Ducks Unlimited.
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Appendix C – Closures around Beale AFB and Sacramento International Airport
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Description of closure around Beale AFB:
Landowners within the following area around Beale AFB are prohibited from enrolling in
the program: Starting at intersection of B St and Hwy 70 in Marysville, north along Hwy
70 to intersection of East 24th St, northeast on East 24th St to Sampson St, north on
Sampson St to 25th St, east on 25th St to Covillaud St, north on Covillaud St to E 26th St,
north on E 26th St to Jack Slough Rd, northeast on Jack Slough Rd to Kimball Ln, eastnortheast along Kimball Ln to Woodruff Ln, east on Woodruff Ln to Hwy 20, east on
Hwy 20 to Loma Rica Rd, north on Loma Rica Rd to Las Quintas Way, east on Las
Quintas Way to intersection of Las Quintas Way and Miller Ln, directly east from
intersection of Las Quintas Way and Miller Lane to Spring Valley Rd, northeast along
Spring Valley Rd to Marysville Rd, south on Marysville Rd to Hwy 20, east on Hwy 20 to
Yuba/Nevada county line, south along Yuba/Nevada county line to Yuba/Placer county
line, west along Yuba/Placer county line to Hwy 65, north on Hwy 65 to Hwy 70, north
on Hwy 70 to starting point (intersection of B St and Hwy 70 in Marysville).
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Description of closure boundary around Sacramento International Airport
Landowners within the following area around Sacramento International Airport are
prohibited from enrolling in the program: Starting at intersection of County Rd 102 and
I-5 in Woodland, north along County Rd 102 to County Rd 16, east along County Rd 16
to lat 38.748606, long -121.692770, north from this location to lat 38.756079, long 121.692520, east from this location to lat 38.755897, long -121.683260, north from this
location to the intersection of Gifford and Karnak Rd, east from this location to
intersection of Karnak and Reclamation Rd, north on Reclamation Rd to lat 38.795426,
long -121.667517, east from this location to intersection with Howsley Rd, northeast
along Howsley Rd to intersection of Howsley Rd and Hwy 99, south along Hwy 99 to lat
38.790431, long -121.543709, east from this location to lat 38.790743, long 121.516103, south from this location to Sankey Rd (lat 38.779899, long -121.516117),
east along Sankey Rd to Pleasant Grove Rd, south on Pleasant Grove Rd to West
Riego Rd/Baseline Rd, east on West Riego/Baseline Rd to Watt Ave, south on Watt Ave
to I-80, west on I-80 to Harbor Blvd, north on Harbor Blvd to Tule Jake Rd, SW on Tule
Jake Rd to lat 38.594522, long -121.586753, west from this location to 38.595072
(Levee Rd), north along Levee Rd to lat 38.604024, long -121.634957, west from this
location to lat 38.604068, long -121.674340, north from this location to lat 38.618418,
long -121.674104, west from this location to intersection of County Rd 27 and County
Rd 103, north on County Rd 103 to County Rd 25, west on County Rd 25 to County Rd
102, and north and County Rd 102 to starting point (intersection of County Rd 102 and
I-5 in Woodland).
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Appendix D – Example of Standard Agreement
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